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Ka'b al-Ahbar

Ka'b al-Ahbar (d. ca. 652), an early Yemenite
Jewish convert to Islam, is widely credited in
Islamic sources as a major source of > Isr@ iliyyat
(Israelite tales). Scholars have posited that the
name Ka’b al-Ahbar is the Arabic transcription
of Jacob or ‘Aqiba he-haver, either an honorific
or a title indicating a scholar in a yeshiva. There
is little concrete information about Kab’s life or
the circumstances of his conversion. According
to Muslim traditions, he arrived in Medina
during the caliphate of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab
(r. 634-644) and became one of his closest
advisers. The Arab historian al-Tabari says that
he accompanied ‘Umar to Jerusalem in 636 and
revealed to him the site of the Temple, which
the Christians had tried to conceal.

Islamic sources credit Kab with vast and
reliable knowledge of biblical and rabbinic lore,
for which he was often consulted. Ka'bs exper-
tise pertained especially to Stories of the
Prophets(Ar. gisas al-anbiya’), a subcategory of
Isr@’iliyyat. It is probable that not all of the
materials cited in his name came from him,
and that he served as a “personality peg” for
many traditions. Ka'b is sometimes castigated
for allegedly attempting to Judaize Islam. In
one account, Ibn ‘Abbas accuses him of trans-
mitting Jewish rather than Islamic teachings
about the Day of Judgment; Kab admits that he
may have been overly influenced by what he
had read in a Kitab al-Daris, possibly a book of
midrash. In another anecdote, the early histo-
rian al-Baladhuri relates that Caliph ‘Uthman
(r. 644-655) once asked Kab whether it was
permissible for the imam to take money from
the treasury. Ka'b replied that there was noth-
ing wrong with it, whereupon the Prophet’s
companion Abi Dharr chided him, “O son of
the Jews, are you to teach us our religion?”

Brill, Leiden 2010

Also available online: brillonline.nl
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Ka'b al-Ashraf
A 2haer? bLowatsa

Ka'b al-Ashraf was an opponent of Muham-
mad in Medina and the leader of the > Band
I-Nadir, a Jewish tribe, of which his mother
was a member (his father was an Arab). Kab’s
claim to fame derives mainly from his assassi-
nation by Muslims, apparently acting on orders
from Muhammad. The Islamic sources disagree
as to the reason for the assassination. Some
(e.g, al-Waqidi, the early historian of the
Prophet’s military campaigns) attribute it to
Kab’s poetic satires against Muhammad and
his Companions, which culminated in his
going to Mecca to incite the Quraysh against
Muhammad. The canonical biography of
Muhammad, the Sira, says that he wrote erotic
poetry about Muslim women in order to shame
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HZ. PEYGAMBERIN BUYUK DUSMANLARININ PsiKOLOJisi (x)

Yazan: Prof. Dr. Muhammcd HAMiDULLAH
“Ceviren: Yrd. Dog. Dr. ismail YAKIT = =
Hz. Peygamber'in biyografisi ve Kur’an-1 Kerim’in tercemesi ile - her ikisi
-de 1959 da yaymlandi- mesgul oldugum sirada, gok kere kendi kendime su soruyu
sorma mecburiyetinde kaldim: Niye bu sahis bSyle davraniyor? Bazan de .beni
‘rahatsiz etmekte olan karanhk meseleler tizerine biraz 151k tutulmasini gerekti-
recek bir takim hadiseler {izerinde durma sansini elde ettim. Burada onlar: bir ara-
ya getiriyorum. Bana gore bu, kagimlmaz hatalariyla, sonuca gétiirecek bir yolu
agma gahsmasidir ve okuyucularimuizin bilgileri, kendilerine buyuk bxr sadehkle
takdlm ettigim zayif. verlleu mutlak surette zengm]esnrecektxr L

Materyel ile ilgili bollugu ’bxr yana blrakarak “islam Peygamben nin en az-
‘gin diismanlarmin pSlkOlOJlSl konusunu se¢gmeme aglrhk veren bir baska neden da-
"ha vardir. Gergekten herhang1 birinin krallik Jddxalari caﬂdaslarl arasinda gok
sayxda ‘kiskangliklari ortaya glkaracagmm farkmda olmak - ko]aydlr ‘Fakat bir
‘manevi yenilikgi (reformateur spirituel), bir peygamber prensip olarak kim o]ursa
olsun ne bir kimseyi ortadan kaldirmay, ne de kendini zorla kabul ettirmeyi gaye
;eder. Bilakis, maddi veya benzeri hicbir mitkafat aramaksizin yegane gayesi herkesin
.mutlulugudur. Araplar iginde Hz. Muhammed’e .0oldugu kadar, islam oncesi geg-
mis peygamberlerin mukabil olarak kendi kavimlerinin 1cmde ayni reaksnyonlarla
kargilagtiklarindan giiphe etmiyorum. v :

Bu girisi 6zetliyelim ve bizzat konuya donelim. Diismanlar kendilerini bazan
-agfa vurmuslar ve bazan da kendilerini dostluklarda gizlemislerdir. 1$te bunun
igin, tipk: hakl: olarak kendxlermc munaka lakabi verilenlerdeki gibi bazx muslu-
.man olmiyanlardan bahsedeccglz ik kategonde tlpkl yabanc:lar kadar yakin ak-
_rabalari, Yahudx -Hristiyanlar (Judeo-Chretiens) kadar putperest arablar var. Lis-
teyi sonuna kadar getirmek amacinda degilim, ama ‘her tiirden b]t'k&(,‘ temsnlcxyt
~sadece misal olarak ahbp onlardan bahsetmek arzusundayxm ;

(x)y M. HAM[DULLAH La P.f)wlwlagm des Grand.s Ennenu.f du Prophete, Recue de.f Emdes
- : ufamiques" de makale ayn basxm sR ]09 114, Pans 1965
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THE ERCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM (Hew Ediion),

__KA‘B B. AL-ASHRAF — KA‘B 5. MALIK [} ¢

YollY, 197

& LEIDEN.pp.

7( KA‘B B. AL-ASHRAF, opponent of Muham-
mad at Medina, reckoned to belong to his mother’s
clan al-Nadir, though his father was an Arab of
the Nabhidn section of Tayyi’.. He presumably
followed the Jewish custom of taking his religion from
his mother, but it is doubtful if he was a scholar,
as the words in a poem sayyid al-ahbdr (Ibn Hisham,
659, 12) would imply, if the poem were genuine.
Aroused by the deaths of many leading Meccans at
Badr, he went to Mecca and used his considerable
poetic gifts (he is called fahl fasih in K. al-Aghani)
to incite Kuraysh to fight the Muslims. On his return
to Medina he composed amatory verses of an insulting
pature about Muslim women. When Muhammad
asked for someone to rid him of this man, Muhammad
b. Maslama offered. He collected four others, includ-
ing Kab’s foster-brother Abi Na’la b, Salama. By
pretending to have turned against Mubammad they
enticed Ka‘b out of his ufum (fort, castle) on a moon-
light night and killed him in spite of his vigorous
resistance. The date is given by al-Wakidi as 14 Rabi¢
I 3/4 Sept. 624, but this conflicts with the date he
gives for Muhammad’s expedition to Dhi Amarr
(12-22 Rabi® If2-12 Sept.), since Muhammad was
present in Medina at the time of the killing. In view
of this, and of the report of al-Halabl that, when
Banu ’l-Nadir were attacked in Rabi¢ I 4/Aug. 625,
they were mourning for Ka‘b, it has been suggested
that Ka‘b’s death was shortly before this attack
(cf. Ibn Hishim, 658.18; 659.12). The alleged ruins
of Ka‘b’s wfum are still extant at Medina (M. Hami-
dullah, The Batllefields of the Prophet Muhammad,
Woking 1953; reprinted from The Islamic Review,
1952, 1953).

Bibliography: Ibn Hisham. 548-51, 657-9;
al-Wakidi, ed. Marsden Jones, 121f., 184-9z2;
al-Tabari, i, 1368-72; al-Halabi, Insan al-‘Uyiin,
Cairo 1308, iii, 176-9; al-Mas®Gdi, Tanbih, 243;
Aghani, xix, ro6f.; L. Caetani, Annali, i, 534-
7; A. J. Wensinck, Mohammed en de Joden te
Medina, Leiden 1908, 152-5; R. leszynsky, Die
Juden in Arabien zur Zeit Muhammeds, Berlin 1910,
66-9; Fr. Buhl, Das Leben Muhammeds, Leipzig
1930, 250 f.; W. M. Watt, Muhammed at Medina,
Oxford 1956, z10f.; M. J. Kister, The market of
the Prophet, in JESHO, viil (1965), 272-6.

(W. MoNTGOMERY WATT)

KA‘B B. DJU‘AYL AL-TAGHLABI, a minor
Arab poet of the 1stf7th century whom Ibn Sallam
(Tabakat, 485-9) places in the 3rd rank of Islamic
poets. His genealogy varies with the different
authors (Ibn al-Kalbi-Caskel, Tab. 165, no doubt
provides the most accurate one), and very little
is known of his life. Probably born during the earliest
years of the Hidjra, he made his appearance at the
time of the battle of Siffin (37/657) as an intimate of
Mu€awiya, of whom, like most of the Taghlib [g.v.],
he was a passionate supporter. The conflict with ¢Ali
inspired him to write a number of poems, in partic-
ular a verse which Mu‘Awiya considered worthy of
appending to a letter addressed to his adversary and
to which al-Nadjishi made a reply (al-Dinawari, Ti-
wil, 170; al-Mubarrad, Kamil, i, 281-z), and later
some elegies on the death of ‘Ubayd Allah b. al-
Khattab, killed in_the battle (Ibn Salliny, 488-g; al-
Tabari, i, 3315; Nasab Ruravsh, 355-6; Yakit, s.v.
Siffin; Nasr b. Muzdhim, Wak®at Siffin, 336, s10;
Sharh Nahdj al-baligha, i, 498-9; 1bn Kathir, Biddya,
vii, 265), and a poem in praise of Mu%wiva and ‘“Amr
b. al-“As (Ibn Saliam, 486-7; al-Marzubini, Mudjam,
3443 Ibn Kutayba, Ski%, 632; Yikiit, s.v. Adhruh).

8o verses) there also exist some panegyrics of “‘Abd al-
Rahman b. Khalid b, al-Walid (Nasab Kuraysh,
325-6), a kidia’ of al-Mughira b. Shu‘ba (d. 50/670;
al-Hamasa al-Basriyya, 1i, 182) and some verses
composed between 50 and 59/670-9 in Medina, where
he was to be found in the company of the governor,
Sa‘d b. al-‘As (Ibn Sallam, 255, 271; al-Tabari, i,
2838, cf. ii, 107), enjoying the poetry of al-Farazdak.

According to tradition, it was to Ka‘h b. Djuayl
that his young fellow-tribesman al-Akhtal {g.1.] owed
his soubriquet (Ibn Sallam, 250, 396; Aghdni, ed.
Beirut, viii, 280-1); according to a frequently quoted
khabar (al-Djahiz, Bayan, i, 63, 172; Ibn Kutayba,
Shi'r, 456, 631-2; al-Mubarrad, Kamil, i, 153; Aghani,
ed. Beirut, xv, 83), he is said to have suggested
to Yazid b. Muawiya who, prior to 60/680, had or-
dered him to write some poems attacking ‘Abd al-
Rahman b. Hassan b, Thabit, that he should entrust
al-Akhtal with this mission, since he himself refused
to attack the Ansir. On the basis of certain variants
which are to be found in the reply made by Ka‘b
(and which incidentally are far from conclusive}, L.
Cheikho (Shu‘ara> al-Nasraniyya ba‘d al-Islam, zo04)
tries to show that the poet was then still a Christian,
but all the evidence leads to the assumption that he
had been converted to Islam.

He appears again (Aghani, ed. Beirut, v, 13), at
some uncertain date, on the Mirbad of Bagra, in the
company of several poets, in particular al-Nabigha
al-Dja‘di (on the relations between the two men, see
M. Nallino, in RSO, xiv (1934), 404-5 and Le poesie
di an-Nabigakh, Rome 1953, 120). If al-Baladhuri (4 n-
sdab, xi, 212) is correct, he lived long enough to
write a panegyric of ‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwian (65/685-
86/705); the lines which he quotes appear however-
in a long kasida of al-Kutami (ed. J. Barthe, Leiden
1902, 88, lines 89-go).

Ibn Sallam describes Ka‘b b. Dju‘ayl as a muflik
poet, but his diwan does not appear to have been
collected, although his poems have enjoyed a certain
reputation since Ibn Suraydi {g.v.] set some of his
lines to music (A ghani, ed. Beirut, iii, 275). Finally,
the anthologists have been guilty of some errors in
attributing to him verses by the pre-Islamic poet
‘Umavra/*Amira b. Dju‘ayl/Djutal (Cheikho, Shu‘ara’
al-N. kabl al-Islam, 195-6) or in regarding this poet
as his brother {Ibn Kutayba, Shi%, 631-2; al-Bagh-
dadi, Khizana, Bualak, i, 458 = Cairo, iii, 44). The
passage quoted by Ibn Sallam {486-7) and other
‘authors affords evidence of these misunderstandings.

Bibliography: The only account of any length
is that of 1. Cheikho, ShuSara® al-Nasrdniyya
ba‘d al-Islam, 203-12. In addition to the sources
mentioned in the art., see: Buhturi, Hamdsa,

345; Dinawari, Tiwdl, 192; Amidi, Mwu’alif, 84;

Aghani, ed. Beirut, ix, 72; Ibn Duravd, Ishtikdk,

203; Sharishi, Sharh, ii, 86; Naka’id, 619; Yakit,

s.v. al-Hira; Noldeke, Delectus, 79-80; C. A.

Nallino, Letteratura, index; R. Blachére, HLA,

iii, 65-6 and bibl. under reference. (Cu. PELLAT)
XKAB 5. MALIK, ABC ABD ALLXH or ABU ‘ABD
AL-RamMmiN, one of the poets supporting Muham-
mad, was an Ansari of the clan of Salima of the
tribe of al-Khazradj [sec ar-ansir]. He must have
been born before oo A.DD., since he is said to have
taken part in the internal fighting in Medina before
the Hidjra, and to have been present at the second
‘Akaba 7g.~.], when allegiance was sworn to Muham-
mad. He was not present at Badr, but took part 1.
most of the subsequent expeditions led by Muhan-
mad, At Uhud he received several wounds an‘d was

Among the surviving fragments of his writings (about | the first to recognize Mubinumad after the rumour
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was ruling there in the name of the Umayyad dynasty,
and established himself there as an independent
prince. In addition to Ronda, his principality included
the town of Takurunna (Tacoronna). If Ibn al-Khatib
is to be believed, Abu Nur obtained this territory
from Sulayman b. al-Hakam b. Sulayman B. al-Nasir
who divided certain provinces of al-Andalus
between the leaders of six Berber tribes which had
settled in Spain.

In 443/1051-2, with various other Berber leaders,
Abu Nur was forced to recognise the supremacy of
the Abbadids of Seville. He died soon afterwards, in
450/1058-9, and was succeeded by his son Abu Nasr,
who reigned until 457/1065, when he was murdered
by a traitor acting with the connivance of the Abbasid
government.

It is quite probable that a section of the Banu
Ifran settled in the neighbourhooed of Mazarron, in
the province of Murcia. (There is there a ‘diputation’
called Ifre, a name which C.E. Dubler has connected
with that of the Banu Ifran, the vocalization adopted
by his scholar). It seems, however that the modern
lire owes its name not to Ifran but to Ifri—the
eponym of this tribe, according to the traditions of
the mediaeval Berber genealogists. Moreover, it is
not impossible that the modern Spanish place name
derives, not from the name of the tribe of the Banu
Ifran or its eponym, but directly from the Berber
word ifri ‘cavern’.

Sicily. It is possible that some families of Hranid
origin may have lived in Sicily, which was closely
linked with Ifrikiya from the 3rd/9th century, and
that certain warriors belonging to the Banu Ifran and
deriving from branches of the Maranjisa and the
Banu Warku may have made their way there with
Aghlabid or Fatimid troops. Among the inhabitants
of the town of Corleone mentioned in a mediaeval
source, there is in fact a reference to a man
bearing the name Ibn Abi Yafran and probably of
[franid stock.
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Banu Ka‘b /
Tribe of Iran and Iraq

Banu Ka‘b, an Arab tribe which occupies, at
present, parts of Khuzistan in South Western Iran.
The Banu Ka‘b comprise several clans, and they are
therefore known to the inhabitants of eastern Arabia
and southern ‘Iraq as al-Ku‘ub (in 18th century
European sources Chaub). Arab authors and
genealogists do not speak of them in detail but
usually list them under Ka‘b b. Rabi‘a. They are
said to belong to Kays ‘Aylan, a major central
Arabian tribe. They do not seem to have emigrated
from there to southern ‘Iraq and south western Iran
before the 17th century.

By the time of the Danish traveller Niebuhr
(1765), they seem to have gained some notoriety
among the inhabitants of that area. The Turks, the
Persians and the British were among their victims,
and each of these powers failed to subdue Shaykh
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happened in the transformation of the motif. From a psychological point of
view, the khayal could be defined as an unconscious factor of the poet’s mind.
In the original version of the motif, this factor is projected, like Jinn and
Ghil, into the external world, a well-known process in primitive societies,
and the usual way of the primitive psyche of solving its problems. The later
development of the motif consists in a reversal of the process. The projection

is dissolved, and the khayal is placed back where it belongs, into the poet’s

mind.
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THE ASSASSINATION OF KA'B B. AL-ASHRAF
by

Uri Rubin
Tel Aviv

I

Ka'b b. al-Ashraf was a Jewish leader in Medina. His father was an Arab,
but his mother belonged to the Jewish tribe of al-Nadir. Ka'b’s death is said
to have occurred when some Muslims attacked him on Muhammad’s orders.!

In the early sira compilations it is indicated that Ka'b was killed six months
after Badr (Ramadan 2 H),? that is to say, already before the battle of Uhud
(Shawwial, 3 H). Ibn Ishaq relates that Muhammad ordered to kill Ibn al-
Ashraf because the latter had gone to Mecca after Badr and provoked
Quraysh to fight the prophet. He also composed verses in which he bewailed
the victims of Quraysh who had been killed at Badr.® Shortly afterwards he
returned to Medina and composed amatory verses of an insulting nature
about the Muslim women. Thereupon, Muhammad made it clear to his
companions that he wished someone would rid him of Ibn al-Ashraf, and this
was eventually carried out.* Another reason given in the historiogruphical
sources for the killing of Ka'b b. al-Ashral is that he plotted with a group of
Jews to kill the prophet.’

It is only upon turning to tafsir material that one is confronted with
additional data shedding new light on the circumstances of Ka'b’s assassina-
tion. We refer mainly to a lengthy report recorded by al-Baghawi (d. 516 H/
1122) in his commentary on Sdrat al-hashr (LIX). This sira was also called
by some -early commentators “Sirat al-Nadir,”® which means that they
thought that the sira was concerned with the expulsion of the Jews of al-
Nadir from Medina.”

' On Ka'b’s assassination see Kister, “Market,” passim; Rahman, 280-282: Watt, “Ka‘b b. al-
Ashrafl,” EP.

* Al-Wagqidi states that Ibn al-Ashraf was killed on the night of 14 Rabl al-Awwal, in the
year 3 H. (Wagqidi, 1, 189). See Jones, “"Chronology,” 262-263.

3 Ibn Hisham, 111, 55. See also Wagqid, 1, 185.

4 Ibn Hisham, I, 58.

5 Kister, “Market,” 181.

¢ E.g. Qurtubi, XVIII, 2 (Said b. Jubayr, from lbn ‘Abbas).

7 Al Hasan [al-Basri?] said that the sira referred to Band Qurayza, but he was refuted on
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The Jews having violated the treaty and virtually de-
clared war, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon
him) was forced to resort to force. They shut themselves in
their forts and the siege continued for fifteen days. In the
end they agreed to abide by any decision given by the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). ‘Abdullah
Ibn Ubbay, being an ally of the Jews, pleaded with the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to banish
them away.! This took place in the month of Shawwal in
the second year of the Hijra i.e., March, 62¢ C.E. Accord-
ingly they were sent to a place in Syria known as Adhr’at.
These were 700 men including 300 armed warriors.

Hijra i.e., August, 634 C.E.)

Kab Ibn Ashraf was a reputed Jew poet. His father, who
belonged to the tribe of Tai, came to Medina, settled as an
ally of the Bani Nadir, and acquired such honour and posi-
tion that he was married to the daughter of Abn Rafi‘ Ibn Abi
al-Huquaiq? the leading personality known as the prince mer-
chant of Hijaz. Ka‘b was born of this union,® and as a result
of the two-fold relationship, had friendly terms both with the
Arabs and with the Jews. His poetic talent added to his
influence over his people. In course of time, his wealth made
him the leater of all the Jewish community in Arabia. He
fixed monthly allowances for all Jewish scholars and religious
men of repute. When the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) had settled at Medina, the Jew scholars,

1. The language used by the biographers in general shows-that the
Prophet wanted to murder all the Jews and that on the forceful and
vehement pleadings of ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay he yielded. But the
details as given in Sunran Abd Dawid repudiate such assumptions.

2. Sahik al-Bukhari, Chapter ‘“Murder of the infidels.”’

3. Tarikh Khamis, p. 464.
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102 Simon Berger

Khan had been a blacksmith, for example, must have been fully aware of the meaning of
these traditions, which they transmitted to us nolens volens for what they were not: a detailed ,1_7 . s , s )
description of the facts as they had taken place, that is history. Being foreign to their context e MHVdEV Oj‘ the J ewis h ChlEﬂ'dlﬂ Ka b b : al—AS h?’{lf.
of enunciation, these authors could not grasp the full meaning of these narratives, which

researchers were soon to qualify as apocrypha, to think of them as che result of popular ety- A Re-examina thT’L*
3, mologies and games of assonance, confusions and successive distortions. In other words, to :
consider them either false or unfounded. In fact, beyond the necessary contingencies of oral . -
transmission, the statements reported by our various sources were accurate; it is their context 4@
that we lack to give them a sense. S

We can try, and this is what I have sought to do here, to reconstruct this context by cross-
checking the bits of information we have at our disposal: this context is that of the longue

:
.
: durée that links the entire Eurasian steppe from the Tiirks, at least, to the Mongols. It is e
:‘r crvo; o (41 - o X , {» i EHSAN ROOHI
j made up of a “savoir partagé”, = composed of myths whose filiation with each other is 5 e T ‘j;_%,f
obvious, a sacred repertoire, traditions and rituals common to periods and socio-political ki) 33%§£§ﬁw/x
groups, allowing the expression of an alternative narrative to the historical one, which oper~ Abstract
ates by allusions and understatements well understood by its recipients but unintelligible for
an outsider.' > The murder of the Prophet’s chief Jewish opponent, Ka'b b. al-Ashraf, led to grave consequences for

the tribe of Banii al-Nadrr and for the Jews as a whole. Tle incident ushered in a series of hostile Mus-

This narrative has a political purpose and an immediate efficacy, which makes me think
lim-Jewish encounters that reached its dimax in the battle of Khaybar. Despire the constructive study

that it is not a popular tradition, but rather a construction coning from the high spheres of

the Mongol Empire. It aims to give an understandable meaning to the Mongol conquest
initiated by Chinggis Khan not only to the Mongols themselves, but also to all the nomadic that have been either utterly ignored or_for which a satisfactory explanation is lacking. In the light of
certain striking pieces of evidence, scattered in unlikely places in the stra and tafsir compendia, the present

wndertaken by previous scholars, there still seem to be some contradictory elements and vague accounts

subjects of the empire, and thus, by drawing on a common repertoire, to unify them within
a pan-nomadic empire, in an effort parallel to that developed by traditional historiography to
bring the Turks and the Mongols back to a common 100 ¢« ™3 Hence the coexistence of such will be argued that what we are faced with is seriously distorted material with logical absurdities and
discrepancies that cannot easily be reconciled. Apart front the historical reconstruction, special attention

study sets out to examine critically the extent to wiich the accounts of Ka'b's murder can be trusted. It

a narmative of the symbolic origins of the Mongol Empire alongside an official history — since,
from the Secret History to the Yuansii, via the Persian historiography (with the notable excep- will be devoted to a momentous historiographical point—that our reports have been doctored for political
tion of Jiizjani, who wrote from his refuge in India), the vast majority of the sources reasous. This helps us adopt a inore realistic view of the individuals whose names occurred in the accounts
on which we rely to reconstruct the birth of the Mongol Empire are to varying of the event in question.

degrees the work of court historians. The latter was for an elite, or even only for the imperial

; " ) Keywords: Ka‘b b. al-Ashmaf: battle of Khaybar; the Banad al-Nadir’s expulsion; sfia 2
clan. The former was addressed to all the nomads of the empire in the colourful language of v © aybar; the Band al-Nadu’s expulsion; sfra and

tafsr compendia; early Muslim-Jewish hostile encounters; Islamic origins

: their beliefs, of their mental universe, which they had shared for centuries.

) ! ) SiMON BERGER Introduction
MADDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN EHESS, Paris.
S ONRA GELEN DOK{}MM <simon.berger@ehess.fr> As the son of a gentile father and a Jewish mother, Ka‘b b. al-Ashraf was considered to be a
rember of the Jewish faith in which matriarchy dominates.! He attained such a high pos-

ition among his maternal relatives that his murder marked, as the Islamic sources assert, not
’1 Tominaz 2021 only the end of an age—that of Banii al-Nadir’s political prominence in the oasis of
Yathrib/Medina—but it also inaugurated the outbreak of a new wave of hostile Muslim-~

*I am grateful to Hadi Taghavi, Hadi Sabouhi and Muhammad Ghandehari for their valuable suggestions.
Thanks1 are also due to the anonymous referees for their constructive comments.
W. M. Wate, Midhammad at Medina (Oxford, 1956), p. 210; R. B. Serjeant, “The Suunal Jani alt, Pacts with

] . LT o dsontation de ' s 5 : - - ; :
H’E Hartog, Le Miroir "Hérodote : essai sur la représentation de ['autre (Pars, 1991). p. 27. the Yathib Jews, and the Talufn of Yathrib: Analysis and Translation of the Documents Comprised in the So-called
: 14;5-66 A. ];cnsn, La fin de /’&\‘U“SV“(} Essais l{’fl"”ffapﬂlng‘” critique (Toulouse, 2006), p. 35. ‘Constitution. of Medina’™, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, 41 (1978), p. 32; H. Mazuz, The Reli-
i, ""Dobrovits, “The Turco-Mongolian Tradition™. giaus and Spiritual Life of the Jows of Medina (Leiden, 2014), p. 45. N
g
JRAS, Series 3. 31, 1 (2021), pp. 103124 © The Royal Asiatic Society 2020

d0i:10.1017/5135618632000053X
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;g ' Royal Asiatic ociefy, 31 1{202 pp- 103-124.
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/ /ﬁﬁ o 5 Ka'bb. al-A_shraf, led to grave consequences for the
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This article has offered a historical key to better understand processes of identity for-
mation in late- and post-colonial Southeast Asia, where exclusionary identity politics
based on ethno-religious identities has continued to escalate for decades. The close read-
ing of census reports and data from British Burma and Malaya—two countries (Burma/
Myanmar and Malaysia) where contemporary politics remains today deeply entrenched
in ethno-religious identities—was supported by data from the Straits Settlements and
Heng Kong to diffuse potential arguments for the exceptionality of Burma/Myanmar
and Malay(si)a. This analysis highlighted changing framings and census tabulations of
‘race’, and reflected on the interweaving of London's efforts to standardise data with
ongoing conversations in the colonies.

The importance of honing in on intersectionality, rather than isolating religious or eth-
nic identities became evident as, on the one hand, individuals were stripped of the oppor-
tunity to self-determine their religious affiliation, dnd, on the other hand, states drew the
boundaries of indigeneity according to such intersectionalities, and based on their
imagination of a given territory’s ‘authentic identity’.
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Abstract

Mubiammad fbn Maslama was a prominent companion of the Prophet Muharmmad who belonged to
the Haritha clan of the Medinan tribe of Aws, He played 2 key role in the events leading to the defeat
of the three Jewish tribes of Medina and participated in the assassination of the Jewish leader Ka'b
ibn al-Ashraf. Mubammad ibn Maslamé.yvas connected to the Jews in various ways, as is evident, for
example, from accounts claiming that he was Ka®'s maternal nephew, and that his clan, the Banii
Hzritha, lived in the predominantly Jewish oasis of Khaybar for nearly a year in the pre-Islamic
period, Muhammad ibn Maslama’s role in Kab's assassination has recently been argued to be of
dubious historicity. This article offers a reassessment of this conclusion by placing the accounts
of Muhammad ibn Maslama's ties with the Jews, on the one hand, and those that depict him as
their enemy, on the other, in the broader context of the change in the attitudes of some of the
Angir towards the Jews during the Prophet’s Medinan period. It argues that this change of attitudes
is an attested historical pattern and, accordingly, that the fact of Muhammad fbn Maslama’s partici-
pation in the assassination of Xa‘b ibn al-Ashraf can be deemed reliable.

Keywords: Mubammad ibn Maslama; Ka'b ibn al-Ashraf; Marhab the Jew; milk relations; “Hearts
have chang_ed” ‘

[

Introduction

The assassination of Ka% ibn al-Ashraf, who was one of the leaders of the Jewish tribe of
Bani [-Nadir, was a major event in the politics of Medina™ The accounts of this assassin-
ation differ on significant details pertaining, for instance, to chronology and to the part
played by each of the individuals involved, However, they agree on the general outlines of
the event, as well as on the affiliation of the assassins with Nabit, which was one of the

branches of the tribe of Aws. 1

*1 am grateful to Michael Cook and Michael Lecker for their valuable comments on earlier drafts of this
article.

1 On Ka'b's assassination, see M. J, Kister, “The Market of the Prophet”, Journal of the Economic and Social History
of the Orient 8 (1965), pp. 272-276; Uri Rubin, “The Assassination of Kab b. al-Ashraf”, Oriens 32 (1990), pp. 65-71;
Michael Lecker, “Wagidf's Account on the Status of the Jews of Medinaz A Study of a Combined Report”, Journal of
Near Eastern Studies 54, no. 1 (1996), pp. 15-32; Michael Lecker, Muhammad and the Jews (Jerusalem, 2014), pp. 87~
112 (in Hebrew).
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