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l/%/l J;Valencia: messianism, apocalypticism and Morisco
M‘ rebellions in late sixteenth-century Spain. Medieval
Encounters: Jewish, Christian and Muslim Culture

U/ﬂl

JooolZ~ in Confluence and Dialogue, 19 i-ii (2013)

pp. 193-220.  "Through a case study of a 1575
inquisitorial transcript, it analyzes an obscure
messtanic figure named Abrahim Fatimi, who was
accused of attempting to lead the kingdom to
rebellion.”
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CHAPTER SIX
AL-MAHDI’S REIGN ACCORDING TO THE ‘UYUN AL-AKHBAR

I. AN ANALYSIS OF THE TEXT

As a store of historical information the ‘Uyiin al-Akhbar of Idris! is
of a very unequal value. A great part of it reproduces, textually or in
a condensed manner, sources which are still available for us; on the
other hand it also contains much valuable material from documents
which are now lost. It is, therefore, clear that publishing the bulky
volumes in their entirety would be worse than useless: it would make
it more difficult to find the valuable grain contained among all the
useless chaff. The right course to take is obviously to give an analysis
of the work and to pick out for publication those passages that deserve
it. This task is carried out in the present chapter for the reign of al-
Mahdi.2 Firstly, T give an analysis of the section in question and this is
followed by the text of those passages which have an independent value.

Pp. 1-33 contain traditions and prophecies foretelling the coming of
al-Mahdi. They are taken from some work by the Qadi al-Nu‘man, and
a great part of them also recur in al-Nu‘man’s Shark al-Akhbar, the
relevant section of which has been published.3

On p. 33 begins the history of al-Mahdi. Idris refers to vol. IV of his
work where he has dealt with the conversion of Manstir -al-Yaman ;4
in this fifth volume the history is taken up from al-Mansiir’s voyage to
the Yemen. The account of his activities in that country is interwoven
with legends about him derived from Iftitah ch. TI (pp. 47-54). There are,

1 Idris ‘Imiad al-Din b. al-Hasan b, ‘Abd Allah, the 9/15th da‘i of the Yemen,
d. 872/1468. Cf. Ivanow, Guide, pp. 62 ff.

2 [The 4th volume of ‘Uyiin al-Akhbar (the history of the hidden Imams) has been
published recently by Mustafa Ghalib, Beirut, 1973 (Fatimid Series no. 10).)

3 Ivanow, in: JBBRAS 17, 1941, 1-23.

4 Cf. ‘Uyin, 1V, pp. 396 fI.; [al-Qadi al-Nu‘man, Risdlar Iftitah al-Da‘wa, ed.
Wadad al-Qadi, Beirut, 1970, pp. 32 ff.)

e

however, some additional features, probably taken from 4 historigal
compilation by the Yemenite da‘i Hatim b. Ibrahim al-Hamidi.5 Pp. 45-
57 contain further information about the history of Mangiir al-Yaman
and ‘Ali b. al-Fadl.6

Pp. 58-64: Abii ‘Abd Allah’s pilgrimage and his meeting w‘ith thfe
pilgrims of Kutiama in Mecca, and his voyage to their country in their
company (Ift. ,pp. 62 ff.). ,

Pp. 64-68: The beginnings of Abii ‘Abd Alldh’s mission in Ikijan and
his first conflicts with the governor of Mila (Ift., pp. 71 ff.). |

Pp. 68-72: Ibrihim b. Ahmad’s menacing message to Abf ‘Abd Allah’
and the latter’s ahswer (If7., pp. 78 fL.). |

Pp. 72-79: Measures taken by the notables of the Kutégg against
Abii ‘Abd Alldh, upon which the latter moves to Tazrit (Ift., pp. 93 f£.).

Pp. 79-85: Abii ‘Abd Allah’s triumph over the chieftains’ opposi-
tion (Ift., pp. 102 ff.). \ ,

Pp. 85-88: A great victory by Abii ‘Abd Allah over the confederated
tribes (Ift., pp. 109 ff.). | |

Pp. 88-90: From Tazriit as his headquarters Abii ‘Abd Alléh combalts,
and finally converts, the surrounding country (If?., pp. 117 ).

Pp. 90-91: Particulars about the internal dffairs of 'fhe community
(Ift., pp. 122 fF.), The second half of the paragraph contalfls an‘anyecdote
illustrating - the high moral standard of Abi ‘Abd Allah’s followers,
taken from Sirat Ja'far (in: Ivanow, Rise, pp. 199-201).

Pp. 92-94: Conquest of Mila (Ift., pp. 134 ff.).

Pp. 100-104: The conquest of Satif; the expedition .of Ibrahim .b.
Habashi against Ab ‘Abd Allah (Jf%., pp. 154 ff.). Idris inserts a notice
about Satif, taken from Ibn Hawqal, p. 59.

Pp. 104-105: The conquest of Tubna (Ift., pp. 160 ff.); Idris inserted
a notice from Ibn Hawgqal about the town (ed. Kramers, p. 59).

Pp. 105-106: The conquest of Billizma (Ift., pp. 164 £.).
Pp. 1'06-107: The battle of Dar Mallil (Ift., bp. 165‘ £).

5 Cf. Tvanow, Guide, pp. 54 fI.
& The first Tsma‘ili da‘is in the Yemen; cf. Ift., pp. 32 ff. and 39 ff.
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SPANISH ISLAM

ATUISTORY OF THE MOSLEMS IN SPATN

Tiurkive Divenst Vakh
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406 SPANISH ISLAM (1L 1

succeeded him as “ Grand Master,” to carry it on. Under
Ahmad and his successors the sect made rapid progress, the
more so because a large number of the other branch of the
Shi‘tes joined it. This branch, as we have seen, acknow-
ledged as Imams the descendants of Misi, the second son
of Jafar the Veracious; but since the twelfth, Mohammed,
had disappeared, at the age of twelve, in a cavern which
he had entered with his mother (a.n. 879), and his followers
—the Duodecimans as they were called—had become weary
of awaiting his reappearance, they were easily induced to
enrol  themselves among the Isméslites, who had the
advantage of possessing a living chief ready to make himself
known as soon as circumstances allowed.

In 884, an Ismaslite, Tbn Haushab, who had formerly
been a Duodeciman, began to preach openly in Yemen.
He took possession of Sa‘ni, and despatched thence raission-
aries to almost every province of the empire. Two of them
went to “ plough”—such was the Shi‘ite phrase—the land
of the Ketamians in the province of Constantine, and when
they were dead Ibn Haushab replaced them by one of his
disciples, named Ab ‘Abdallah.

Active, daring, eloquent, as well as shrewd and tactful,
Abt *Abdallah knew how to adapt himself to the narrow-
minded Berbers, and was well fitted for his task, although
he seems to have been initiated only into the lower grades
of the order—for even the missionaries were sometimes
ignorant of its final object. He began by teaching the
children of the Ketamians and strove to gain the confidence
of his hosts ; then, when he felt sure of success, he threw off
the mask, declared himself the precursor of the Mahdi, and
promised the Ketamians the pleasures of this world and
the next if they would take up arms in the holy cause.
Influenced by the mystic discourses of the missionary, and
perhaps by the allurement of pillage, the Ketamians were
easily persuaded; and since their tribe was then the most
numerous and powerful of all, and had preserved much of
its old independence and warlike spirit, their success was
extremely rapid. After capturing all the towns belonging
to the last Aghlabite prince—whose dynasty had reigned for
more than a century—they compelled him to flee from his
residence with such haste that he had not even time to take
his mistress with him. Ab{t ‘Abdallah then placed the

! De Sacy, op. cit., p. cxix.

m.1] ‘OBAIDALLAH THE MAHDI 407

Mahdi on the throne, a.p. 909. This was Sa‘d, Grand
Master of the sect, a descendant of ‘Abdallah al-Kaddah,*

. who posed as a descendant of ‘Alj, and assumed the name

of ‘Obaidallah. As Khalif, the founder of the Fatimid
dynasty carefully concealed his true doctsines. Perhaps he
would have shown more candour if another country—Persia
for instance—had been the scene of his triumph; but since
he owed his throne to a semi-barbarous horde, ignorant of
philosophical speculations, he was obliged not only to dis-
simulate personally, but to restrain the advanced members
of the sect from untimely audacities of expression. The
true character of the sect was not openly manifested until
the beginning of the eleventh century, when the power of
the Fatimids was so firmly established that they had
nothing to fear, and when, thanks to their powerful armies
and vast wealth, they attached little importance to their
alleged hereditary right.t But at first the Ismaé‘ilites re-
sembled some other Moslem sects in their intolerance and
cruelty. Devout and learned Fakihs were bastinadoed,
mutilated, or crucified for having spoken with respect of the
first three Khalifs,? or forgotten a Shi‘ite formula, or pro-
nounced a fetwa according to Milik’s code. Absolute
submission was required in the converted. To avoid
having his throat cut as an unbeliever, a husband was com-
pelled to witness the violation of his wife, after which he
was beaten and spat upon. ‘Obaidallah, it is fair to say,
tried to check the brutality of his soldiers, but with little
success. His subjects, who declared that they had no need
of an invisible God, willingly deified the Khalif—conform-
ably to the ideas of the Persians, who taught the incarna-
tion of the Deity in the person of the monarch—but only
on condition that he allowed them to do all that they
wished. The atrocities committed by these barbarians in
the towns they captured were unparalleled. At Barca,
their general had some of the citizens cut to pieces and
roasted ; then after compelling the rest to eat of this flesh,
he cast them into the flames. Plunged in silent stupor,
the miserable Africans could only direct their hopes beyond

1 ““The oculist,” see p. 403.

? The Khalif Mu‘izz, when asked for proofs of his descent from the Prophet’s
sou~-in-law, replied boldly, as he drew half his sword from the scabbard, ** Behold
my genealogy !” and then bestowing handfuls of gold upon the bystanders, he
added, “ Behold,my proofs " All declared the evidence irrefragable. Journ. asiat.,
1ii* série, t. il p. 167.

¢ “Obaidallah ordered all the Companions of Mohammed, except ‘Ali and four
othiers, to be cursed in the public prayers.
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Partout il ménagea les populations, & qui il promettait la sup-
pression des impdts non coraniques, et surtout les juristes ou les
gens de religion, dont I'influence pouvait étre redoutable. Par con-
tre, il fit exécuter tous les ndgres. Il rétablit 'ordre en réprimant
le brigandage et frappa monnaie. Quand il jugea son autorité suf-
fisamment assise, il nomma un cadi chitite, fit inviter les fidéles

& adopter les croyances des vainqueurs, puis partit a la recherche |

de son maitre, le Mahdi, au nom de qui il avait agi.

Le TrioMpHEE DU MamDI. — ¢Obaid Allah, dont la propagande |

inquiétait le Calife, avait quitté Salamiya pour venir rejoindre
son da®i, qui lui avait fait connaitre les progrés de son action (902),
Au cours de sa traversée de 'Egypte, sous les habits d’un mar-
chand, il avait échappé de peu a la prison. Sans doute avait-il
bénéficié, chemin faisant, de l'aide intéressée du gouverneur de
Tripoli, qui négligea de ’arréter, et des fonctionnaires de Qasti-
liya (Djérid), qui regurent, trop tard, I'ordre de se saisir de lui.

Renoncant a rejoindre Abou-¢Abd Allah, il avait fini par se réfu-

gier, on ne sait trop pourquoi, chez le souverain midraride de Sijil-
masa, qui le fit, peut-étre, interner. C’est 1a que 'armée kotamienne
vint le délivrer, aprés avoir balayé en passant le royaume rosté-
mite de Tahert (26 aodt 909),

Le retour fut triomphal. Le 15 janvier 910, ¢Obaid Allah fit une
entrée solennelle dans Ragqada, ot il prit officiellement le surnom
d’el-Madhi et le titre de commandeur des croyants (amir el-mou-
minin). L'installation du Mahdi dans la capitale aghlabide mar-
quait le triomphe du chi¢isme et, plus encore, de la tribu des Ko-
tama. C’est elle qui avait constitué I'armée du da‘i, comme elle
devait fournir les contingents qui conquirent Maghreb et Egypte,
sous la conduite de chefs fatimides. Succés symbolique et d’im-
mense portée, comme l'a précisé vigoureusement E.-F. Gautier,
car il cloturait définitivement la conquéte arabe par la revanche
intégrale du Maghreb sur le dominateur étranger. Ce ne furent pas
des nomades, mais des paysans sédentaires de Kabylie qui consti-
tuérent I'ossature de 'Etat créé par le Calife arabe ¢Obaid Allah.
Leur tribu, saignée par les batailles du Maghreb, de PEgypte ou
de Sicile et usée par les jouissances du pouvoir, paya, il est vrai,
de sa disparition sa prodigieuse aventure.

Les pEpuTts pu Manpr. — Les princes aghlabides avaient cons-
titué des cadres administratifs dont le Mahdi n’eut qu’a se servir
pour gouverner I'Ifrigiya. « Les bureaux du gouvernement, écrit
Ibn Khaldoun, s’organisérent, les impdts commencérent i ren-
trer régulierement et, dans toutes les villes, s’installérent des gou-

verneurs et d’autres fonctionnaires. » Les opposants, naturelle-
ment peu nombreux; furent passés au fil de I'épée.

A peine au pouvoir, °Obaid Allah se révéla un chef énergique et
autoritaire, peu enclin & accepter la tutelle de son propagandiste
Abou-¢Abd Allah. Celui-ci avait & cdté: de lui un mauvais génie,
son frére Abou-1-°Abbas qui le: poussait a-1a rébellion : « C’est toi
qui as fondé un empire », lui répétait-il. Abou-°Abd Allah essaya
en vain d’amener le Mahdi & partager le pouvoir avec lui, puis
se laissa aller & critiquer les décisions gouvernementales, & exprimer
méme des doutes sur la qualité du Mahdi de ¢Obaid Allah. Tout
cela fut rapporté au souverain qui commenga par faire mettre &
mort un des chefs kotama ; les autres: prirent peur et formeérent
un véritable complot ; ¢Obaid Allah ne réagit pas tout de suite,
retenu sans doute par un reste d’affection et de reconnaissance
pour celui qui avait amené au pouvoir. Enfin, il se décida a agir
et fit exécuter Abou-¢Abd Allah et son frére (31 juillet 911).

Les Kotama, qui s’étaient attachés au propagandiste bien plus
qu’'au Mahdi et qui, par ailleurs, étaient dégus de ne pas pouvoir

_ piller et rangonner & leur guise la riche Ifriqiya, entrérent aussitdt

en- rébellion ;  un-moment - calmés par lattitude ' énergique du
Mahdi, ils- prirent de nouveau les: armes: au- printemps de 912,
groupés autour d’un pseudo-Mahdi, et entrainérent avec eux les
tribus du Zab' (Sud-constantinois). -¢Obaid  Allah -eut -beaucoup
de mal & en venir & bout; il dut pour cela confier une armée & son
jeune fils Abou-l-Qasim, 4gé de vingt ans & peine, qui donna en
cette occasion la mesure de sa valeur, -

La révolte des Kotama ne fut pas la seule : déja & 'automne de
914, les habitants: de Tahert s’étaient ‘soulevés: contre-1’autorité
chitite, avec I'appui de la tribu zénéte des Maghrawa. A la fin de
Pannée 912, ¢’était le tour de la population: de Tripoli, excédée
par les abus des Kotama qui y tenaient garnison. Enfin, une partie
de la Sicile se ralliait autour d’un prince aghlabide, reconnaissait
l'autorité du calife de Bagdad et menait la vie dure aux troupes
chitites jusqu’en 915, autant du moins qu’une chronologie trop
confuse permet de dater les événements sans trop d’erreur.

Les expepiTion: p’Ecyere. ~— ¢Qbaid Allah n’en eut pas plus
tét terminé avec ces graves soulévements qu’il tourna ses armes
vers ' Egypte. Pour lui, en effet, le Maghreb n’était pas un véritable
but, mais un simple point de départ ; il se considérait, de par son
ascendance, comme héritier légitime de I’Empire musulman tout
entier. C’est pourquoi, aussitdt I'Ifrigiya pacifiée, il tenta de s’em-




MAHDI <UBAYDULLAH, presumably with his real name Sa‘id ibn
Husayn (909-934), founder of the Fatimid*dynasty. For several cent-

“{ifies medieval Arab historians were engaged in heated discussions

concerning his origin. This polemic was closely cqnncctcd on tzn‘e one

hand with doctrinal divergencies between Sur}nltcs* and Shittes -

in particular the branch of the so-called Ismatlites* or Seveners-and

on the other hand with the struggle for power between .the orthodox

(sunnite) ‘Abbisids* and the heterodox (shitite) Fatimids. The pro-

Fatimid authors, intent upon legitimizing their patron’s usurped caliph-
ate maintain that ‘Ubaydullah was the great-grandsoq of Muham-
mad, the Concealed, son of Isma<l, their seventh Imam‘,‘ and thus
descended in direct line from °Ali*, husband of the. Prophet’s da_ughter
Fatimah* - whence the name of Fatimids. Accord.mg to the writers of
the ‘Abbasid camp his ancestor was a humble Persian ocu11§t, whose
son ‘Abdullah ibn-Maymiin al-Qaddih* had won fame ?.nd mﬂuencp
as the organizer and propagator of the I:ma"fl:_te sectarians. To ttl;lls
their opponents retort that Maymiin .all-c_ladc.lah was none but the
Concealed himself hiding ynder this disguise from persecut1ﬂor:.
There is further what has been called the Jewish lcgcn'd of Ubaydullah’s
origin: that he was the son of a Jewish blacksmfth, adopted byet
member of Maymiin’s family; or, that Maymiin h:mself was a Jew;
or, finally, that the real ‘Ubaydullih having died in pnsccalnbwai
substituted by a Jewish slave. Altogether his descent was traced | yha

least nine different genealogical forms; down to the present day it has

en elucidated. ,

%(;:eb\?crsion which may come nearest to historical truth assumes that
Safd ibn-Husayn belonged to the family, or at least the close entou-

fage of Muhammad ibn-Husayn al-Habib, Grand Master of the occult

“TsmaSlite order flourishing by the middle of the IXth century under a
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Variety of spiritual, social and political aspects, and covering practic-

T

ar b 1asG ]
FEec., 326, 95T
- £

MAHDI] ‘UBAYDULLAH

ally the whole territory of the caliphate with its network of secret cells.
Thus, when the imminent appearance of the Mahdi*, the God-guided
Leader, was announced from the sect’s headquarter at Salamyah
(northern Syria), the Ismd<ilite emissaries worked on fertile soil. One
of them, Abu ‘Abdullah al-Shig*, prozelytizing, in Morocco, stirred
up the always refractory Berbers to rebellion against the rulers of
the country, the house of the Aghlabids, and at the head of the strong
Kutimah mountain tribe captured the capital al-Raqqgidah (near
Qayrawin, Tunis) and seized the government in the name and on
behalf of the Mahdi.

In 909, after the Grand ] Master Husayn al-Habib’s death, Sa<d ibn-
Husayn under the namie of ‘Ubaydullah (Servant of Go
as the Mahdi. Disguised as'a merchant he set out from Salamyah,
passed safely through Palestine and Egypt, but shortly before reaching
al-Raqqadah was recognized, thrown into prison and sentenced to
death. Rescued by his adherents he assumed the title Imdm* and
Amir al-Mu'minin* (Commander of the Faithful), thus giving expres-
sion to his claim to the caliphate, and took both the spiritual and,
contrary to the expectation of his lieutenants, also the secular power
firmly into his hands. Disappointed at the subordinate position to
which they found themselves reduced, many of them revolted, pro-
claiming one from their midst as anti-Mahdi. But after al-Shiq, and
some of the influential Kutimah sheikhs as well as the anti-Mahdi
were either assassinated or publicly executed (912) ‘Ubaydullah’s rule
was solidly established and he turned his mind towards the territorial
expansion of his authority. He extended his power over the whole
region between the Moroccan and Egyptian borders, temporarily
occupied Alexandria and the area of Fayyim, raided the Nile delta
and sent his fleet against Malta, Sardinia and Corsica. He died
at the age of 63 in his newly built residence al-Mahdiyah south-east of
Qayrawan,

His son and successor Muhammad al-Q3#’im (934-46) consolidated
the Fatimid régime in the face of incessant seditions of the native tribes.
In 969 his great-grandson al-Mutizz (952-75) wrested the throne of
Egypt from the last Tkshidid* prince. ‘ |
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AL-MAHDI LI-DIN ALLAH — At-MAHDI UBAYD ALLAH |

on - the death of Ismi%l he himself assumed the
imamate,; a nephew; al-Kisim b.. Muhammad. al-
Mu’ayyad, proclaimed himself imam and was rec-
ognised particularly in the remoter territory /in the
south: towards Tihama, A Zaydi assembly of leading
Sharifs and ‘wlama® met, at which Ahinad was with
some . difficulty: recognised as. the legitimate imam.
Although: this did .not mean that he enjoved the
authority of ‘a sovereign, since his rivals and the
other amirs remained as independent as before, yet
peace: and. security reigned in  the countcy.’ But
Ahmad b. al-Hasan died soon afterwards in 1092/1681
in’ al-G:hiras near Shibim, which had been built by
the first Turkish conqueror.Hasan Pasha; possibly

from a bullet wound, sustained. in action against a

recalcitrant. tribe.. A notable feature of his compara-

tively uneventful 'imdmate was. his banishment of |
. the Jews from Sanfa’;, the razing of their synagogue

and the building of the Djald mosque on its site
(1090-1/1679-80). After the short and weak reign of
his son al-Mutawakkil Mubammad (to rog7/
1686), family feuds broke out again. Among the
later ¢mams of this Kasimid dynasty another Ahmad
b.al-Husayn .b. al-Kisim (from 1221[1806) again
bore the official title of al-Mahdl Ii-Din Allah.

Btblwgraphy (apart from the sources and
o 'studies cited in the original EI* article): G. R

Smith, . The Ayyibids and carly Rasalids i the
‘ ’amen GMS, XXVI/1-2, London 1974-8, vol. i

being the text of Ibn Hatim's al-Simé - al-g}t_ah

"I-thaman, etc., useful for 1. only; al-Malik al-

‘Ashraf ‘Umar b. Yasuf, Turfat al-ashab fi marifat

al-ansab, ed. K. V. Zettersteen, Damascus 1949

{for L. only); Ibn al-Dayba¥, Rurrat al-Suyin fi
akhbar al-Yaman al-maymin, ed. Muhammad b.

- fAH al-Akwa¥, Cairo 1977, is of some value for 1.
and z.; the Zaydi chronicle of Yahya b. al- Husayn
kGhayat al-amani, etc., ed. S A. F Ashour, Cairo

1968, provides useful mformatlon on 1.-and 2. and

has a relatively 1mpamal approach: to’ internal

" 'Zaydi schisms. For 3., an unpubhched ns. source
is: Yahva b. al-Husayn, Bahdjat al-zaman, the
~dhayl to his Anubd’ al-zaman chronicling events in

Yemen between 1046/1636-7 and 1099/1687-8.

Published materials include Muhibbi,

al-athar, Cairo 1284/1867-8, i, 180-1;

al-Badr  al-tali%, . Cairo . 1348[1929-30, i, 434
 *Arshi, Buligh al-maram ed. al-Karmali, Cairo
: ‘1939, 68; and Diurafi, al-Muktalaf min la’rikh

al-Yaman, Cairo 1951, 167-9.

(R. STROTHMARN- [G R. eru and

. ‘ J- R. BLACKBURN])
(XAL-MAHDI <UBAYD ALLAH, the first
“manifested” {sdhir) Ismacili Imdam and. the
firstcaliph of the Fatimid dynastyin Ifrikiya;
while - the: historicity of this fact is conclusively
established, there is doubt as to the Fatimid origin

of ‘Ubayd Allih and subsequently as to the authentl-
city of his imamate in the [smatli line.

It would be pointless however, before giving an
account. of his activity “as a sovereigii, to digress
upon the thorny subject of ‘thc nasah of the first
1-‘5;1:1{1(1 monarch, to which the author of the present
article has, moreover, clscwhere devoted substantial
consideration (See Bibl.). This study will be confined
therefore "to exposing the essential features as
a means of bringing to light the pohural and social
conditions in which the Ismaili dawn developed
in the Orient even before the imamite fell to ‘Ubayd
Allah, then in ‘the Maghrib, ou the eve of the founda-
tiot of the Fatimid caliphate,

The question s whether” ‘Ubayd ® Allah—Abd

Khulasat
Shawkinl,

kAHah accordmg to the Isma‘lhs, who re]ect the

diminutive form of his name on whick Sunni and
Khiridil authors agree—possessed an SAlid ascendan-
cy through a family telationship: with Ismatil; the

| seventh hidden [mam, or whether he was quite snmply

the great-grandson of the 4% Maymin al-Kaddih
[see ‘aBD ALLAW B. MAvMON] The documentation

currently available is insufficient to provide a con- .

clusive: answer. It may nevertheless be asserted
definitely that it was the seventh Imam, Ismatil

-(d. ca. 145/762) who laid the foundations of the Is-

mafili movement, then his son Muhammad b: Ismatil
who elaborated the doctrine and organised the preach-

ing (da‘wa) with the valuable assistance of the dd -

Maymin:al-Kaddah. It could be coucluded that
this da‘wa in favour of the Alid descendants of

the Husaynid branch was thus initiated in the pec- -

iod of secrecy (salr), that is, at the beginning of
the second half of the znd/gth century, and con-
tinued until the end of the 3rd/gth century, to be

concluded finally with the “mamfestatxon" (zuhiir)

of the I'mam al-Mahdi. - :
No sure light can be thtown upon the order of

. certain succession in which the imamate was: traus-
. mitted durmg this long period of secret preaching;
~and how the imamate effectively passed from: the

line of Ismail to that of the family of al«kaddah
because of the variety of contradictory and impas-

authors. Among the Isma‘ili authors themselves, pro-

found disagreements have survived, depending on;
_ whether the sources consulted are works of doctrine -
- intended for public consumption (zdhir) or esoteric

texts reserved for the initiates (batin).
However, whether al-Mahdi

siderable development of the da‘wa at the moment

--that he was obliged to make it: pubhc, beginning
from his home in Salamivya and promulgating it

across. Persia, Lower Mesopotamia, Syria, Bahraym,

. Yemen, Egypt and even the distant \Iag_nb

‘Nourished by the pohtxcal and social unrest
fomented among the : Nabataean, Aramaean and

. Zand] masses in the East, Copts in Egypt and Berbers

in Ifrikiya; strengthened, at the time of the decline

be an: authentlc o
-fAlid or a descendant of al-Kaddal, it is appropri-
ate to stress the importance of his role in the con-

- sioned opinions which our Suani and Kharidji sour-.
ces have reproduced with the obvious zeal of their

of the “Abbasid empire, as a result of the spectacular .

development of the I\armau or Carmathian move:
ment . which extolled the same revoluttonary ideal
of political reform. and egalitarian justice; perfectlv
organised and covering: the various ‘‘constituencies”
of the Islamic world (diuzur), the Ismali preaching
ultimately entered, just at the time that al-Mahdi
acceded to the imamate in 285/808, a decisive phase,
that of its Maghribi diversion.

. Two decisive events mﬂuenced this movement
of the da‘wa in the direction of the Maghrib; the
Karmati dissidence in the FEast and the successes
of the apostleship of the da% Aba “Abd Allih in
Lesser Kabylia i the West. As for the schism be-
tweent the Karmati movement and the centre of the
da‘wa, it took place at the same time that the iini-
mate fell to al-Mahdi, whose authority the new Kar-

- mati chief, Zikrawayh, refused to recognise. It was

thus to fend off the formidable threat posed to
Salamiyya that al-Mahdi resigned himself to fleeing
this town and setting out towards the far Maghrib
at about the end of summer 299/90z.

In. fact, the apostleship undertaken: an behalf
of the Imdam by the da‘i Aba ‘Abd Alldh in this coui=
try, among the Kutama Borbers of Lesser '*:'bylu,
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234 Besprechungen

Handschriften und die Textiiberlieferung (vgl. besonders das Diagramm S. 36)
besprochen sind, und worin er ausfithrlich iiber Verfasser und Werk,
Gewahrsleute, Lehrer und Schiiler des Autors, sowie Quellen und Inhalt der
Schrift referiert. Dem arabischen Text (arab. S. 1-154) folgen Zusitze, ein
Verzeichnis der Mss-Titel und die Wiedergabe der Einleitungen aus den
verschiedenen Handschriften (arab. S. 155-164), sowie Indices, Handschriften-,
Quellen- und Literaturverzeichnis (arab. S. 165-283).

Alle an (klassisch-) arabischem Gedankengut zu "fremden” Kulturen Inter-
essierten werden dieses Werk in dieser nachahmenswerten Edition mit Gewinn
studieren und verwenden konnen. DaB3 von Seiten des Editors “"ohnehin ge-
niigend Versiumnisse stehengeblieben sein (mogen)" (Vorwort, S. 1X), kann Rez.
im ibrigen nicht erkennen.

: Herbert Eisenstein (Wien)

Halm, Heinz: Das Reich des hﬁéﬁdi. Der Aufstieg der Fatimiden (875-

973). Vig. C. H. Beck, Miinchen 1991. 8, 470 S.

Mit diesem Buch — vom Verf. in gewohnt gediegener, fundierter und
praziser Form verfaf3t — ist endgiltig eine umfassende Grundlage fir unsere
Kenntnis der ersten hundert Jahre der Herrschaft der Fatimiden (der
"Verwirklichung einer Utopie", Einleitung, S. 13) gelegt. Wenn auch nicht alle
Zusammenhinge besonders aus der frithen Zeit der isma‘ilitischen Bewegung
aufgeklart werden konnten, ist mit dieser Publikation eine lebendige und —
nicht zuletzt bedingt durch zahlreiche dus den arabischen Quellen wortlich
wiedergegebene Berichte und Gespriche — detailreiche Beschreibung nicht
nur der politischen, sondern auch der wirtschaftlichen, gesellschaftlichen etc.
Verhiltnisse und Ereignisse im Fatimiden-Reich vor der Inbesitznahme
Agyptens vorgelegt worden. Dazu wurden auch zahlreiche isma‘ilitische
Quellen zum ersten Mal in einem grofleren Zusammenhang ausgewertet, so
mehrere Schriften des Obersten da'i an-Nu‘man (m. 363/974) und des
persischen da‘7 as-Sigistani (m. n. 386/966), die Sirat al-Imam al-Mahdi des da'i
Ibn al-Haitam, weitere autobiographische Berichte der Hofbeamten Ga'far und
Gaudar, oder die ‘Uyan al-ahbar des jemenitischen Ober-ddi ldris (m.
872/1468). Dabei hat Verf. es vorziglich verstanden, seine eigenen
Interpretationen strikt von Quellenangaben zu trennen (leider keine
Selbstverstindlichkeit beim Umgang mit arabischen Quellenwerken), was
sicherlich auch aus seiner langjihrigen Beschiftigung mit der Geschichte der
S$i‘a im allgemeinen und der Isma‘iliya im besonderen resultieren mag,

Das Buch ist in sechs Teile gegliedert: Der geheime Orden (S. 15-60; zur
frihen Geschichte der isma‘ilitischen Bewegung, ihrer Ausbreitung und
Organisation); Das Erscheinen des Mahdi (S. 61-132; zur Griindung des
kurzlebigen Mahdi-Staates in Syrien bis zur Errichtung des "Gottesstaates” von
Tazrit und der Eroberung von Ifrigiya, einschlieBlich des Schismas der
Qarmaten); Der Kalif al-Mahdi Billah (909-934) (S. 133-245;, zur Macht
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ergreifung von al-Mahdi und seiner problematischen Herkunft, der
Neuordnung der Verwaltung, einschlieBlich der Entwicklung auf Sizilien und
der isma‘ilitischen Bewegungen in Iran, Irak, Bahrain und Jemen, sowie
besonders zu Feldziigen und Expansion in Nordafrika), Der Zusammenbruch
des Reiches. Al-Qad'im bi-Amr Allah (934-946) (S. 246-275; zu den
Auseinandersetzungen mit dem Kalifat von Cérdoba, dem MiBerfolg gegen
Agypten, dem kliglichen Ende der da'wa im Jemen und zum hérigitischen
Aufstand des Abi Yazid), Neubeginn. Al-Mansar bi-Nasr Allah (946-953) (S.
276-300; zur Wiedergewinnung der fatimidischen Autoritit im Maghreb, den
diplomatischen Missionen der Byzantiner etc), Der Imam. Al-Mu'izz li-Din
Allah (953-975) (S. 301-372; zu baraka und Charisma des Imams, seinem Image
als Intellektuellem, seinen Einkiinften, den Waren, Produkten und Monopolen,
zur da'wa und zu "Irrlehrern”, politisch zur Brechung des Widerstandes der
Zenita, und schlieBlich zur Ubersiedlung des Hofes nach Agypten). Das
Nachspiel (S. 373-374) behandelt das Schicksal der von den Fatimiden
gegriindeten Stidte, besonders von al-Mahdiya.

Die Publikation ist voll von interessanten, bisher nicht oder nur wenig
beachteten Einzelheiten zur politischen und Kultur-Geschichte des Fatimiden-
Staates in Nordafrika: die Bedeutung der dailamitischen Soldner fir die
Verbreitung der da'wa (S. 30); die (mogliche) Technik der Werbegespriche der
dats (S. 35), die Einfihrung der - eigentlich "unislamischen" - Strafe der
zeitweiligen Verbannung und Achtung (S. 101 f); die Rolle von Abi 1-‘Abbas
Muhammad, des Bruders von Abi ‘Abdallah al-Husain (passim im 2. Teil); die
Hervorhebung des fatimidischen Kalifats als religios legitimierter He- gemonie
der Kutama iiber den Maghreb (SS. 139, 293); der Zusammenhang zwischen der
Pliinderung Mekkas durch die Qarmaten und dem Auftreten eines mahdi
unter ihnen (S. 230 ff); das Interesse des Kalifen al-Mansir an (romischen)
Altertimern (S. 289 ff), die Erfindung eines "Fiillfederhalters” durch den
Kalifen al-Mu'izz (S. 328) und vieles mehr.

Gegeniiber diesen detailreichen Ausfithrungen im Buch kdnnen zusitzliche
Bemerkungen auf ein Mindestmal3 beschrinkt bleiben: Dafl der Glaube an
Seelenwanderung den Isma‘iliten eigentlich fremd ist (S. 336) bedeutet jedoch
nicht, daB sich nicht im Laufe der Entwicklung Metempsychose und
seelenwanderungsihnliche Vorstellungen hitten einstellen kénnen (vgl
R. FREITAG, Seelenwanderung in der islamischen Haresie, Berlin 1985,
Islamkundliche Untersuchungen 110, S. 160 ff), und zu einer astrologisch
gefirbten Legende iiber den Namen Kairo’s (zu S. 371) vgl. P. KUNITZSCH, Zur
Namengebung K airos (al-Qahir = Mars ?7), in: Der Islam 52, 1975, S. 209-225.

Das Buch wird - abgesehen vom Anhang (S. 375-470) mit Anmerkungen,
Quellen- und Literaturverzeichnis (ersteres mit kurzen Angaben zu den
Autoren) etc. sowie Register - erginzt durch 11 Karten, 28 Tafeln und mehrere
(genealogische) Tabellen, Mit Sicherheit wird es sich zu dem Standardwerk
schlechthin i{iber die "maghrebinische” Periode des Fatimiden-Kalifats
entwickeln (auch wenn itber di¢ Imam-Kalifen selbst, solange sie abgeschlossen




— Yok T DionOR

sl \oﬁwu el Mhetnda g g

wnlvg,

Firat Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi
Firat University Journal of Social Sciencfe
. 75 5 Cilt: 16, Say1: 1 Sayfa: 395-418, ELAZIG-2006

s ﬂﬂ?’

¥

FATIMI HALIFEST UBEYDULLAH EL-MEHDI VE
DONEMI

The First Caliph of Fatimids Ubeydullah al-Mahdi and His Period

Aydm CELIK
Frrat Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Tarih Boliimil, Elazzg
acelik1 @firat edu.r.

OZET

Fatumiler Devletinin ilk halifesi Ubeydullah el-Mehdi gocukluk ve genclik yillarin
Suriye’nin Selemye gehrinde gegirdi. Sartlarin olumsuz gelismesi tizerine kendisine gitvenilir bir
yer bulmak amaciyla ailesi ile birlikte bu sehirden ayrilmak zorunda kaldi. Ama isi ¢ok zordu.
Ciinkii Abbasiler, onun tmuklanmam icin, Sam, Misir ve Trablusgarp gibi ufrayabilecegi tim
sehirlerin valilerine haber géndermisti. Ubeydullah’in ¢ok zor ve getin yolculugu Uzak Magrib’in
bir ticaret sehri olan Sicilmise’de son buldu. Oraya ulastiktan sonra vali tarafindan tutukland1
burada ti¢ yil tutuklu olarak kald:.

Daf Ebfl Abdullah, Aglebiler devietinin baskenti Rakkide’yi ele gegirdikten sonra liderini, - .

yani Ubeydullah’t kurtarmak i¢in ordusuyla Sicilmése’ye dogru yola ¢ikti ve onu kurtardi. Daha

-sonra Ubeydullah tahta oturdu ve bdylece Fatimiler devletinin ilk halifesi oldu. Yeni kurulan bir
devletim geregi olarak da devlet idaresiyle ilgili her seyi yeniden organize etti. Daha sonra
ordularim Kuzey Afrika’nin dogusuna ve batisina gondermek suretiyle iilkesinin sm1r1ar1n1 daha
da genisletti.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Fatumiler, Ubeydullah el-Mehd?, Magrib, Karmatiler, Kutd'ne

ABSTRACT

The first caliph of Fatimids Ubaydullah al-Mahdi lived in the city of Salamya in Syria
during his cildhood and youth. He had to leave with his family from this city so that he can find a
secure pleace because of the increasing unfavorable circumstances in the region . He was in a very
difficult situation. In order to arrest him, Abbasids goverment had sent message to all governors of
countries like Damascus, Egypt and Tripoli where he could pass during his journey . The journey
of Ubeydullah which was very uncomfortable and difficult ended at Sicilmase, a trade city of the
far Magreb. When he arrived to Sicilmase, the governor of the city arrested him. Ubeyduliah has
been in jail for three years.

After dai Ebd Abdallah took over the city of Rakkfda, the capital of Aghlabid state, he
went towards Sicilmasa with his army to rescue his master, that means, Ubaydullah al-Mehdi and
did it. Afterward, Ubeydullah steated on the throne and became the first caliph of Fatimids State.
He also reorganized all necessary things about structure and administration of the new state. Than
he began to extend the borders with sending his army to the west and the east of North Africa.

Key Words: Fatimids,Ubaydullah al-Mahdi, Maghreb, Qarmatians, Kfitame.
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SALIH B. ‘ABD-AL-KUDDUS UND DAS
ZINDIKTHUM WAHREND DER REGIERUNG DES
CHALIFEN AL-MAHDI,

L

Mrr dem Emporkommen der ‘abbsidischen Dynastie tritt im 6ffent-
lichen Leben des Islam ein neues Hlement in den Vordergrund,
welches unter den unmittelbaren Vorgdngern soviel wie véllig un-
bekannt war: die Verfolgung der Ketzer.

Auch die Umejjaden haben den der ,,Sunna” sich Widersetzenden
hart zugesetzt. Jedoch die Verfolgung der Dissenter galt diesen
zuvichst als gefahrlichen Staatsfeinden. Charigiten und St‘iten
werden von den Vertretern der herrschenden Macht nicht etwa
wegen dogmatischer Sonderstellung verfolgt, sondern zundchst
wegen ihrer Ablehnung des giiltigen Chalifates. Wenn irgend ein
falscher Prophet zum Tode verurtheilt wurde, so galt die Strafe dem
Betriiger und Volksbethérer, dem Gaukler, nicht dem Feind des
von den Theologen definirten Dogmas. Es gab ja noch keine feste
Dogmatik, welche als Massstab dafiir, was als orthodox gelten solle,
hatte dienen konnen.

Erst zur ‘abbisidischen Zeit entwickeln sich Verhaltmsse welche
zu Ketzerverfolgungen fiihrten. Freilich wechselt die Norm fir die
Bestimmung des Begriffs des Ketzers. Was unter Al-Ma’min
und Al-Mu‘tasim als ketzerisch galt, ist unter Al-Mutawakkil die
unerlissliche Bedingung des orthodozen Bekenntnisses.

Jedoch diese formellen Wandlungen &ndern das Wesen des herr-
schenden (Feistes mnicht: die jeweilig als ketzerisch verpdnte Lehre
wird mit inquisitorischen Mitteln verfolgt. Was zu einer bestimm-
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“1smaili Tmams

The Fatimids

The Fatimids belonged to the Ismaili sect of the Shias.

The death of the sixth Shia Imam Jafar Sadiq in 765 C.E.
became the occasion of a split among the Shias, Imam Jaffar had
in the first instance nominated his eldest “son Ismail as his successor,
but later this nomination was revoked, and nomination was made in
favour of Musa Kazim, a younger son of Imam Jaffar.

A section among the Shias held that the Tmamate being divine,

a nomination once made was final, and could not be revoked. The

members of this section seceded from the general body of the Shias,
and refused to acknowledge Musa Kazim as the Imam. They main-
tained that the Imamate devolved on Ismail and his successors. This
section came to be known as the Ismailis, on account of their faith

in the Imamate of Ismail.

The Imams of the Ismailis were: Tsmail, then his som
Muhammad Al-Maktum, then his son Jafar-ul-Mossafak, then his son
Muhammad Al-Habib.

Al-Habib had his headquarters at Salamiak near Homs in Syria,
and from there he sent missionaries in all directions to propagate the
Ismaili creed and enrol adherents. The missionary activities were
planned on a large scale, andasa result-of these efforts, the Ismaili
faith won copverts in Yemen, Bahrain, Sind, India, Egypt and

North Africa.

Abu Abduliah Hussain
Towards the closin

minent missionaries of th

g years of the ninth century, oue of the pro-
¢ Ismailis was Abu Abdullah Hussain
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LOS FATIMIES DE |FR|Q|YA
EN EL KITAB AL-HULLA | o
DE IBN’ AL—ABBAB DE VALENCIA .

_ Por
MAHIA JESUS VIGUERA

Plantearemos de qué manera e! poligrafo Ibn al-Abbar, nacido en Val ncia : ]
(595/1199} y muerto en Tanez (668/1260), selecciona y prasenta sqs n tj-' T
cias histdricas acerca de los Fatimles de Ifrigiya enlas paginas de su. ab b
al-hulla al-sivara’. No pretendo ofrecer una historia de esa d:nasﬂa {1} ((su o
destacar las fuentes, el método y los resultados conseguidos por:ibn al-AbbEr
ejemplificdndolo en esa precisa parcela de la historia del Occidente mu ulmén;
por ciertas razones que a priori parecian afiadir interés a tal anéEISis enl e
ellas que precisamente fbn al-Abbar escribiera la Hulla en el Norte d f ic
que fuentes antiguas sefalen sus mchnac:ones .§"'Ies aunque eso bé u s- }

_tionarse hoy. ‘ ; N T T :

,q<

Creo que es mprescmduble dedicar anéhsss critrcos alas fuen}es msliérac s,
para tener constancia de sus propésitos y de sus limitaciones, de modo que o—
damos aprovecharlas con més exactitud. ibn al-Abbar resulta, entre todos os
historiadores ardbigoandaluces, una figura comparativamente prlwlegnada on
la atencién —incluso monogréfica— ‘que le ha dedicado la mvestlgac: n mo-
derna, atencién que en cantidad al menos sobrepasa incluso la dedicada a tbn

" Hayyan. Esta cadena de estudios sobre ibn ai-Abbar la comenzéirealme te
Dozy, el cual, ademds de publicar diversas partes de la Hulla en varios 'de sus Ii- §
bros (2}, le sutué de modo indiscutible en la introduccién a su Histoire de J‘Afrf—?:
que et de I’Espagne intitulée al-Bayano I-Mognrb par Ibn-Adhdri {3), en ?1 iugar i
destacado que merece dentro de la historiografia de al-Andalus —cuyas lingas,
prmcnpales traza magistralmente Dozy en esa mtroduccsén«- no. sélo orque-;

i ‘ ' it ! ;

| : N

l} ) Sobre esta dinastia, ademés de lo indicado en la Encyclopédia dellslam 2.° ed H, 870—882 deq«a tanersa
en cuenta antra lo reafizado posteriormente: ia edicidn de Ajbdr o-duwal a#-mwmrﬁa de lbn Z&fur pqt A rré
{Ef Cairo, 19721, la voluminoss actividad desarrollada an tomo af cadl al-NuCman icf. la sdicién q«
mayélis wa-l-muséyarat, por al-Habib al-Fagi, Ibrahim Sabbih y. Muhammad al-YaClawi, Tunez
peciaimente pp. 5 y 647, Asimismo: W. al-Qadi, An early Fatimid palitical document, Sluda lslam-ca XL mnii
{19781, 71-108, y |8 tasis de F. Dachraoui, l.e Cavifat latimide au Maghmb Tesis de Estadq rar 1970,
cuya publicacidn sa ha realizado en Tinez, 1981

| :

{2} Saobre todo en sus Nofices sur quelques mmuscms arabes, Leiden, 1847-1851, y en sus Rochaﬂ:hes rl!
{"Hisroire et Ia Littérature de {"Espagne pendant le oyen—Age 3 ¢ od., ?aris—Letdan 1881” aptncb pdgi-
nas XX, XLVIIl, LY); v N, ., p. XXVt y XLVI. ‘ N

i
{3} Leiden, 1848-1851,1, 5-107. ; i |
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