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al-‘Uthaymin, Muhammad b.

Muhammad b. $ilih b. Sulayman
al-Uthaymin (1347-1421/1929-2001)
was a prominent Wahhabi scholar and
is considered one of the two leading
Saudi Arabian religious authorities of the
last two decades of the twentieth cen-
tury. Al-‘Uthaymin gained prominence
" for his superior erudition and for keep-
ing a distance from government office.
Together with the former grand muy#
of Saudi Arabia, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Baz

(1330-1419/1912-99), and Nasir al-Din
al-Albant (1330-1421/1912-2001), al-,

‘Uthaymin is seen as one of the main ref-
erences of modern Salafism.
Al-“Uthaymin was born in 1929 in
‘Unayza, in the Central Arabian region of
Qasim. As a member of the Al Mugbil
of the Wuhaba subtribe of the Banf
" Tamim, he was a descendant of the sed-
entary tribal nobility that provided urban
communities in the area with its notables
and religious scholars from the eleventh/
seventeenth to the twentieth centuries.
Until the 1950s, ‘Unayza was an impor-
-tant Wahhab1 intellectual centre. Also due

4
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to the local elites’ worldview, which was
more cosmopolitan than the one prevailing
in southern Najd, and their commercial
and intellectual relations with Ottoman
Syria, Iraq, Egypt, and the Hijaz, the
region produced leading scholars, such
as Silih b. Uthman al-Qadi (1282-
1351/1865-1932) and ‘Abd al-Rahmian
b. Nasir al-Sa‘di (1307-76/1889-1957),
who became al-Uthaymin’s teacher and
a major influence. Accordingly, ‘Unayza
rivalled Riyadh, which was dominated by
the Al al-Shaykh and was trying to secure
its religious and political hegemony in the
kingdom. '

Al-Uthaymin spent more than a

" decade studying with his principal

teacher, al-Sa‘di, whom many regard as
the most important Central Arabian reli-
gious authority of the twentieth century.
Al-Sa‘di kept his distance from the Sutdt
state and was, at fimes, involved i heated
controversies with the Wahhabi establish-
ment in Riyadh. Al-Uthaymins refusal
to accept an appointment as judge at the
court of al-Ahs?’, in thg Eastern Province
of Saudi Arabia, is an indication that he
admired the political independence of his
teacher and sought to emulate it.

The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three, 2020-3, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2020. ISAM DN 282438 J
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al-‘Uthaymin, ‘Abdallah
al-Salih

‘Abdallah al-$alih al-Uthaymin
(1936-2016) was an influential Saudi
historian, secretary general of the King
Faisal International Prize, and member
of parliament of Saudi Arabia. He was
born and grew up in ‘Unayza, a commer-
cial and intellectual centre described by
travellers as the “Pans of Najd” (Altorld
and Cole; Maisel). He received his pri-
mary and secondary education there and
in Mecca, an accomplishment sall rare
amongst his contemporaries in central
Arabia. Like others of his generation, he
was influenced by Arab nationalism dur-
ing his youth. He rejoiced at the estab-
lishment of the United Arab Republic in
1958 and composed a poem on the occa-
sion. At the same time, he was part of a
family with strong interests in the Wahhabi
traditon. His older brother Muhammad
(1929-2001) would become one of the
most senior and pronunent Saudi clerics.

From “Unayza, al-‘Uthaymin moved
to Riyadh to study history at the newly
established King Saud University. Follow-
ing his graduation in 1962, his institution

sent him with a scholarship to the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh to earn a doctorate.
His initial topic was the Arab presence in
East Affrica, but his doctoral supervisor,
W. Montgomery Watt (1909-2006), con-
vinced him to study the Najdi religious
reformer Mubhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab
(1115-1206/1703-92) instead. In 1972,
al-‘Uthaymin completed his thesis,
Muthammad Ibn-Abd-al-Wahhab. The man and
his works, which was published in Arabic in
1979 and in English in 2009.

After returning to Saudi Arabia,
al-‘Uthaymin challenged the dominant
historiography of pre-Wahhabi Najd.
Between 1975 and 1978, he published
a four-part article titled “Najd from the
tenth/sixteenth century untl the rise of
Sheikh Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab.”
This article appeared originally in Ara-
bic and was later translated into English.
Al-Uthaymin rejected descriptions of pre-
Wahhabi Najd as a place of widespread
idolatry. He acknowledged that there were
a few “ignorant people who performed
polytheist or paganist rites.” More impor-
tantly, there was also “strict observance of
the Shari‘a” and Islamic practices, at least
in the towns. For his sources, he relied on

The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three (EI3), 2021/1,
Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2021. iSAM DN. 287243.
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al-Uthaymin, Muhammad b.
Salih

Muhammad b. $alih b. Sulayman
al-Uthaymin (1347-1421/1929-2001)
was a prominent Wahhabi scholar and
is considered one of the two leading
Saudi Arabian religious authorities of the
last two decades of the twentieth cen-
tury. Al-Uthaymin gained prominence
for his superior erudition and for keep-
ing a distance from government office.
Together with the former grand mufie
of Saudi Arabia, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Baz
(1330-1419/1912-99), and Nasir al-Dmn
al-Albant  (1330-1421/1912-2001), al-
‘Uthaymin is seen as one of the main ref-
erences of modern Salafism.

Al-“Uthaymin was born in 1929 in
“‘Unayza, in the Central Arabian region of
Qasim. As a member of the Al Mugbil
of the Wuhaba subtribe of the Bani
Tamim, he was a descendant of the sed-
entary tribal nobility that provided urban
communities in the area with its notables
and religious scholars from the eleventh/
seventeenth to the twenteth centuries.
Until the 1950s, ‘Unayza was an impor-
tant Wahhabt intellectual centre. Also due

01 Tenmwr 2071

to the local elites’ worldview, which was
more cosmopolitan than the one prevailing
in southern Najd, and their commercial
and intellectual relations with Ottoman
Syria, Iraq, Egypt, and the Hijaz, the
region produced leading scholars, such
as Salh b. Uthman al-Qadi (1282-
1351/1865-1932) and ‘Abd al-Rahman
b. Nasir al-Sa‘di (1307-76/1889-1957),
who became al-Uthaymin’s teacher and
a major influence. Accordingly, ‘Unayza
rivalled Riyadh, which was dominated by
the Al al-Shaykh and was trying to secure
its religious and political hegemony in the
kingdom.

Al-Uthaymin spent more than a
decade studying with his
teacher, al-Sa‘di, whom many regard as
the most important Central Arabian reli-
gious authority of the twentieth century.
Al-Sa‘di kept his distance from the Su‘ads
state and was, at times, involved in heated
controversies with the Wahhabi establish-
ment in Riyadh. Al-Uthaymins refusal

principal

to accept an appointment as judge at the
court of al-Abs®’, in the Eastern Province
of Saudi Arabia, is an indication that he
admired the political independence of his
teacher and sought to emulate it.
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i I é [Alexandria]: Conveying Islamic Message Society,
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