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THE TITLE « FARUQ »
AND ITS ASSOCIATION WITH ‘UMAR I*

‘Umar I, the second caliph of Islam, figures centrally in Muslim
traditional sources as the true consolidator of that religion and
polity. This view was initially accepted on modern western
scholars some of whom compared his overall role to that of
St. Paul, “the second man’' in Christianity.(!) Gradually, how-
ever, few scholars expressed more caution in their assessment of
the historicity of such role, owing to the subjection of the
traditional reports on him to critical scrutiny and the exposition of
a great deal of contradictions and obscurities.(?)

Lately, note was also made of the fact that no serious attempt
was made at examining the religious aspects of the personality and
role of the man especially by modern Muslim scholars who,
instead, usually present him as a perfect ruler fit even for
twentieth century political ideals of democracy, etc.(3) On the
other hand, note must be made of the new line opened by the
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(1) Compare: Sir W. Muir, Annals of the Early Caliphate, London 1883, 283-4;
D. S. Margoliouth, Mohammed and the Rise of Islam, London 1905, 162-b, 167, 346;
W. R. Smith, “Some Similarities and Differences Between Christianity and Islam”,
The World of Islam, London 1960, 52.

(?) G. Levi Della Vida, “Omar ibn al-Khattab”, s.v., E.I. 1st ed., 982-4 and the
sources cited therin,

(3) H. Lazarus-Yafe, “Umar...”” in S. Morag & I. Ben Ami eds., Sludies in
Geniza, Jerusalem 1981, 319 inf.
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