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THE KHOJA ZAINUDDIN MOSQUE IN BUKHARA

...the Beauty (sic) will arise from the harmony and corre-
spondence between the whole and its various parts, and of
the various parts between themselves; for then the building
~ will appear one complete and perfect body in which one
member answers to another, and all together to the whole;
so that it may seem absolutely necessary to its existence.

A. Palladio, Architecture in Four Books!

This paper documents and analyzes the Khoja Zainud-
din Mosque, one of the most sumptuous buildings in
the old city of Bukhara and deserving of special study
due to its architectural merits. However, the monument
also provides important clues to better understanding
cultural life in Bukhara in the first half of the sixteenth
century, a historical period still seldom analyzed.?

The prominent role played by Bukhara in Transoxi-
ana after the fifteenth century has already been recog-
nized with respect to its literary production.® Building
activities can be seen as further evidence of the city’s
leading position. Nevertheless, unlike the second half
of the sixteenth century, little is known about the urban
development of Bukhara* in the first half of that cen-
tury (1500-1557), under the rulers from the house of
Shah Budaq b. Abu'l-Khayr Khan (d. 1460).5

By 1512 the Safavid threat had been eliminated and
the battles of Kul-i Malik and Gijduvan, which also took
place that year, had put an end to Timurid attempts to
reconquer the region. At that time ‘Ubayd Allah b.
Mahmud Sultan (d. i540) was reinstated by Kuchkunji
Muhammad b. Abwl-Khayr Khan, Supreme Khan of the
Abu'l-Khayrids (r.1512-30), as ruler over his “old realms,”
the apanage of Bukhara.® Soon afterwards, ‘Ubayd Allah
b.Mahmud Sultan ordered the reconstruction of the Fri-
day mosque, the Masjid-i Kalan, which was completed
in 1514, as can be seen in the inscription above its main
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entrance.” The mosque of Mulla Aridi was founded in
151516 (fig. 1).% Some years later, the Taq-i Sarrafan
(Dome of the Moneychangers) was erected in front of
the mosque, having been commissioned for Amir Yari
b. Jan Wafa Bi in 1539.9 The endowment deed for the
shrine of Abu Hafs-i Kabir, just outside the northern city
wall, was reinstated,' and a memorial mosque, which
still exists today, was probably built slightly thereafter.®
Around 1533, a complex containing a mosque (known
as the Mulla Amiri), a bath, and several caravanserais
was commissioned on the street stretching from Tag-i
Tilpaq Furushan (Dome of the Hatsellers) to Tag-i Tir-
garan (Dome of the Fletchers) (fig. 1). The benefactor is
identified as Mirak Latif b. Baba Bikchi, a vizier of
‘Ubayd Allah b. Mahmud.!?2 The mosque, a domed rect-
angular structure clearly recognizable in historical pho-
tographs, stood there until the end of the nineteenth
century. ’

Building activity in Bukhara increased after the cap-
ital was relocated there from Samargand in 1533, when
‘Ubayd Allah b. Mahmud Sultan was declared Supreme
Khan of the Abul-Khayrid apanages (r.1533—40). A par-
ticular emphasis was placed on the south street, lead-
ing from the mosque of Mulla Aridi to the city gate of
Salar-i Haj. Along this street, a madrasa, no longer
extant, was constructed in the Gaziyan quarter.’®

Opposite the northeast facade of the Masjid-i Kalan,
another madrasa was built (1527-36); commissioned for
Mir-i ‘Arab, it still exists today (fig. 1).* In 1540, the
mosque of ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. ‘Ubayd Allah was built extra
muros,'s not far from the Shaykh Jalal city gate, named
after a shaykh buried in its vicinity.'6

On the street stretching from Tag-i Sarrafan to the
Namazgah city gate in the south, the mausoleum of
Turki Jandi was rebuilt, this time with a mosque annexed
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