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Hamdan b. Aban al-Lahiqt

Hamdan b. Aban al-Lahiqi
(d. ¢.235/849) was a minor, ‘Arabic poet
of the carly ‘Abbasid period. The date of
his death can only be guessed from the
fact that he was a son of the poet Aban
al-Lahiqr (d. ¢.200/815), particularly well-
known for his muzdawijas (poems composed
of rhyming couplets), and a contempo-
rary of the Basran poet ‘Abd al-Samad b.
al-Mu‘adhdhal (d. ¢.240/854). He seems
to have spent part of his life in Basra.
According to al-Nadim (d. 385/995?), his
poems once filled fifty folios. Just a small
portion of Hamdan’s oeuvre has been
preserved and can be found in the Akhbar
al-shu'ard’ al-muhdathin of Abu Bakr al-Stali
(d. 335/947). Most of what is preserved
comprises quite obscene invective poetry
(hya’).

Of some interest for literary history
1s a long muzdawya in the rgaz meter of
which al-$ulf quotes 108 double verses,
introducing them as being from the gasidat
Hamdan fi wasf al-hubb wa-ahliki (“Hamdan’s
poem on love and lovers”). Hamdan
himself calls the poem a gasida (lines 31
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and 106), but also a kitab (“book,” line
28) with abwab (chapters). In composing
such a text, he might be the first author
treating the subject of “love theory” In
choosing the rajaz muzdawy form, he fol-
lowed in his father’s footsteps, as Aban
may have invented the genre of didactic
poems with these features. More than half
of Hamdan’s poem unfolds a taxonomy
of lovers, for example, those who despite
their unattractive appearance are suc-
cessful, and those who are luckless not-
withstanding their beauty. The irony in
Hamdan’s poems is often very apparent,
for example in his porirayal of several
types of lovers.

BieL1OGRAPHY

Abu Bakr al-Suli,” Kitab al-awraq. Akhbar
al-shw'ar@’  al-muhdathin, ed. J. Heyworth
Dunne (London and Cairo 1934), 53-62;
GAS 2:516; David Stmah (David Semah),
Urjozat Hamdan al-Lahiqi fi l-hubb. Hal
hiya aqdam halqa fi adab al-hubb al-‘Arab?
al-Karmil 3 (1982), 61-82; al-Nadim, Kitab
al-filrist, ed. Rida Tajaddud (Tehran 1971),
186.
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.ABAN. Abin b. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Lahiql al-Ragashi, m. c. 200

H. /815,

S - 1. Kitab Moazdak (Qaprés al-Fikeist, p. 163, 1.10); 2. Bilawhar wa-
Bidasef (Laprés al-Fihrist, p. 119, 1.4, et p, 163, 1.9).

Poitte des Barmakides et de Hariin al-Rashid. Les deux ouvrages

indiqués, comme plusicurs autres (tels que Kalila wae-Dimna) dont le é/ I

Fikrist nous conserve aussi les noms, sont derits en vers wmozdawiy (i.e. {é/ @%‘i/

en mathnavi, selon le mot persan). Sur Paccusation de manichdisme 7
qui lui fut jetée, cf. Vajda, RSO, pp. 207-210.
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2 ‘ABABDA — ABAN g ‘UTHMAN

soldiers in the army, were emnploved as irregulars
bv Ismat) Pasha during the invasion of the Sudan.
During the 19th century the ‘Abdbda are often
mentioned by traveilers as guides and camel men
between Koarosko and Abd Hamad, and their chiefs
of the Khalifa famnily held Posts of distinction under
the Eg}'p[iarf government. Husayn Khalifa was
mudir of Berber at the time of the Mahdist rebellion,
and ‘Abibda irregulars shared in the fighting against
the Darwishes. Apart from traditions about wars
with neighbouring tribes there are no data for their
early history,
Bibliography: H. A, MacMichael, History of
the Arabs in the Sudan, Cambridge i92z2; C. G.
Seligman, Raees of Africa, London 1930; G. W,
Murray, Sons of Ishmael, London 1935; H. A.
Winckler, dgyptische Volkskunde, Stutrgart 1936
(ful} bibliographyj). (S. Hitierson)
ABAD originally means t; me in an absolute sense
and s synonymous with dakr [g.v.; see also Zawain),
When under the influence of Greek philosophy the
problem of the eternity of the world (see kiDawm)
was discussed in Islam, abad (or abadiyya) became
a technical term corresponding to the Greek term
2p8apée, incorruptible, eternal 4 parte post, in
opposition to azal {or azaliyya) corresponding to
the Greek term c':yev‘q'rég, ungenerated, eternal 4
parte ante. (Ibn Rughd—ct. ed. Bouyges, index—
uses azaliyya for “incormptible"} [For azal see
KiDAM.] As to the preblem concerned, viz, if the
world js incorruptibie, the Philosophers of Islam
subscribed to the Aristotelian maxim that azal and
abad anplv each other, that what has a beginning
must have an end ind what has no beginning cannot
nave an end. Aceording to this theory time, move.
ment and the world in general are eternal in both
senses. Ameong the theologians who al] believe
in the temporal Creation of the world, only Aby
I-Hudhavl, one of the earlier Mu‘tazilites, admitte
the Aristotelian maxim mentioned. (He applied the
theory “that what has a first term must have a
last one” even to God’s knowledge and power,
saving that God having arrived at the final term
of His power, would not be able any more. Lo create
éven an atom,. to move a leaf or to resuscitate g
dead mosquito. See al- Khayyat, al-Intisar, ed, Ny-
berg, 8 ff.: Ibn Hazm, iv, 192-3). The theologians
opposed the Aristotelian dictum by the argument
that if the world were without a beginning, at the
present moment an infinjte Past would have beeq
traversed. which ig iinpossible [ct. KiDast]; in the
future, however, there is no such imposssbility, since
in the future po infinite will ever be traversed. Be-
sides, the series of integers needs a first term but
no final one, and a man inay have eternal remorse,
although his remorse must have a beginning (a}-
Makdisi, al-Bag® wa-l-Ta’ri.{l_fg, ed. Huart, I, 125,
cf. ii, 133). They concluded therefore that there is
no rational proof either for the incorruptibility of
the world or jts opposite. According to the Kur’an,
IXXIX, 67, on the Day of Judgment *the whole
earth shall be Hig handful and the heavens will
be rolled up in His right hahd”. It became the ortho-
dox view that the annihilation of the whole world
{including the destruction of heaven and hell, which,
however, will noe happen, as is known by revelation)
Is possible, did’iz, considered as something in God's
power (al-Baghdadi, Fark, 319). This world (dunya)
will be destroved, but not heaven and hell,
Bibliography: The problem is treated in ex>
tenso by al-Ghazzali in ch, it of his Tahifut al-
Faldsifa, eq. Bouvges, 8q fi.; cf. Ibn Rughd, Tea-
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|

hafut al-Tahdjut, ed. Bouvyges, 118 fi., tr. by S.
van den Bergh, 69 ff. (with notes); cf. also S.
Pines, Beilrdge zur islamischen Alomenlehire, 13,
note 1. (S. vax pen BERGH)
ABADAH, a small town ijn Persia, on the
Castern (winter) road from Shiraz 1o Isfahin, By
the present-day tighway Abidah lies at 280 km.
from shirdz, at 204 km. from Isfahan, ang by a
roac branching off eastwards {via Abarkuh) st 100
km. from Yazd. In the present-day administration
{1952; Abadah is the northernmost district {shak-
ristin) of the Province (astdn) of Fars. The popu-
lation s chiefly ehgaged in agriculture and trade
(opium, castor-oil, Sesame-oil). Iklid (possibly *kilig
“key [to Fars]™) is another small town belonging
to Abidah. The whole district counts 223 villages
with 82,000 inhabitants. In history it js chiefly
mentioned in the I14th century. The town must
be distinguished from severa] homonyinous villages
in Firs (Abada-yi Tashk in the Niriz district, etc.),
Ba’bliogra;b}xy: Le Strange, 297; DMas‘ad-
Gevhan, Diugrdfiyi-yi mufassal, 1317, i, zz23;
Larhang-§ A ugrafiyd-yi Irdn, vii, 1330/1951, p. 2.
{V. Minorsky)
ABADAN [see ABBADAN)
OABADITES'[see 1BApIvyaA]
(OABAKA (see ILKH ANs]

ABAN [see Ta’RIxH]

‘ABAN 8. ‘ABD at-HAMID ALLANIKT (e, son of
Laltk'b: ‘Utayr), also known 45 al-Rakiashi, because
his family (originally from Fasa) were clients of the
Bant Rakash, Arabic poet, died about 206/8135-6.
He was a court poet of the Barmakids and wrote
banegyries in their praise and the praise of Hirgn
al-Rashid. He alsg defended in some Verses the
‘Abbdsids against the pretensions of the ‘Alids. In

Tous exchanges of lampoons with his fellow poets
(among them Aby Nuwas)., His enemies accused
him, without Justification, jt seems, of Manicheism
(see G. Vajda, in RS0, 1937, 207 f.). His most impaor-
tant achievement was the versification in couplets
(muzdawid;, 7-v.) of the popuwlar’ stories of- Indjan
and Persian origin: Kalila wa-Dimna [g.v.; samples
in al-Sili], Bilawhar wa-Yadasf [q.v.], Sindbid [g.v.]
Mazdak 7.v.] and the romanced stories of Ardashir
and of Anushirwin. He wrote also original poems
in muzdawidi; such as g poem -on cosmology and
logic (Dhat al-Hulal) and one on fasting (sample
in al-Siij), Many merbers of his family, his son
Hamdan for instance, were also known as poets.
Bibl-iagra;hhy: Sdily, al-dwrdk, ed. Heyworth
Dunne, Section on Poets, 1-73 {pp. 1-12 being
a collection of pPassages about Aban by the edi-
tor); al-d ghini Yoxx, 73-8; _Qjahgbiyéri, al-Wu-
zard’, 25q; al- Khatib, Ta’rikh Baghdid, Vi, 44
Fihrist, 110, 163; 1. Goldziher, Muh, Studien, i, 198;
il. To1; A, Krimsky, dban al-Lahiki {in. Russian),
Moscow r1913; Brockelmann, § I, 238-9; K. A
Fariq, in JRAS, 1952, 46-59.. (S. M. STERN)
XABAN B. ‘UTHM AN 5. ‘AFFAN, govern or, son
of the third caliph. His mother was called Umm
‘Amr bint Djundab b, ‘Amr al-Dawsivya. Aban
accompanied ‘Xisha at the battle of the Camel in
Dijumida 1 36/Nov. 656: on the battle terminating
otherwise than was eXpected, he was one of the first
to run awav. On the whole, he does not scem to
have been of ‘any political importance. The caliph
‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwan appointed him as governor
of Madina. He occupied this position for seven years;
he was then dismissed and his place was taken by
Hisham b, Isma%t Abin owes hig celebritv not so
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58 ABADI—ABAN B. ‘ABD-AL-HAMID

Bibliography: Given in the text.
(AHMAD ASRAF)

ABALIS, a Zoroastrian of the 9th century A.D.
who apostatized to Islam (hence his epithets in
Pahlavi, “‘accursed” [gizistag/gnjasiag] and “here-
tic” [tandig]). His original name was Day-Ohrmazd,
and he apparently adopted an Arabic one after his
conversion. [ts precise form is disguised by the am-
biguous Pahlavi spelling *b%s (or *b’lh, etc.), which is
transcribed in Pazand by the otherwise unatiested
Abalis." Suggested explanations of the name in-
clude *Aba Lays (H.H. Schaeder, franische Bei-
trage 1, Halle, 1930, p. 287, n. 2), Syriac *Yaballaha
(1.P. de Menasce, Skand-gumanik vicdr, Fribourg,
1945, p. 244), and ‘Abdallih (idem, Une
encyclopédie muzdéenne: le Dénkart, Paris, 1958,
p. 1. Information about Abali§ is entirely derived
from the small Pahlavi treatise Gizistag Abdlis. Ac-
cording to this text (ed. Chacha, p. |1})..he was a na-
tive of Estakr. Once, while traveling, he went to a
fire temple to “receive bdj'" (Pahl. waj), that is. to
parucipate with the priests in the Zoroastrian
“grace” formula and so share in their recompense
(M. Boyce and F. Kotwal, “*Zoroastrian Bdj and
Dron—1,"" BSOAS 34, 1971, p. 70). But he was ex-
cluded and treated contemptuously, apparently be-
cause he was not known to the local priests or not
qualified for religious services. He departed indig-
nantly, and a passer-by persuaded him to convert to
Islam. Later Abali§ went to Baghdad, where he met
the caliph al-Ma’miin (813-33 A.D.). In the caliph's
presence he held a religious disputation with the fa-
mous theologian and Zoroastrian leader, Adurfarn-
bag (q.v.), son of Farroxziad. Abili§ presented seven
questions on Zoroastrian doctrine (e.g., dualism and
its implications) and ritual and custom (e.g., use of cat-
tle urine {goméz] for ritual purification and use of
the sacred girdle [kustig]). Adurfarmbag's replies
won the caliph’s approval and victory in the contest.
Abali§ was consequently expelied from court. It may
be inferred that Abili§ (formerly a “‘good, soul-
loving [riowdn-dése] man™) had been a Zoroastrian
priest. Such may also be the implication of the pas-
serby’s words, “'a man like you' (mard-é ceon 1),
His knowledge of Zoroastrianism seems more than
that expected from a layman: and, according to the
text’s preface, he was victorious in debates with
Zoroastnan. Muslim, Christian, and Jewish theolo-
gians of Fars and Baghdad before his defeat by Adur-
farnbag. Neither the author nor the date of the Gi=iy-
tug Abdlis is known: but it appears to be part of the
large corpus of Sth to 10th century priestly literature.
The oldest manuscript containing the text is K 20
{in the Copenhagen collection), which was copied
in the |4th century, There exist also late Pazand
and Parsi versions of the text.

Bibliography: A. Barthelemy, ed., Gujastak

Abalish, Paris, 1887 (with Parsi text). H. F.

Chacha, tr.. Gujasiak Abdlish, Bombay, 1934

(with Pazand iext). Cod. Avest. Pahl. 1, fols.
148r-52¢.
(AnmMaD TarazzoLl)

ABAN, Middle Persian term, "“the waters' (Av.
dpo). In Indo-Iranian the word for water is
grammatically feminine; the element itself was al-
ways characterized as female and was represented
by a group of goddesses, the Apas. These evidently
represented water apprehended in its diversity,
whether as countless waves and droplets or as in-
numerable separate streams, pools, and wells. The
link between them and the element they personified
was very close. A Vedic poet, speaking of water,
could say that the Apas were wholesome io drink
(see H. Oldenberg, Die Religion des Veda, 2nd ed..
Berlin, 1917, p. 45). In Yasna Haptanhdin (Y. 38.3)
the Waters are venerated as the churdni, wives of
the Ahura (probably, in the original concept, Apam
Napat [q.v.; see also Ahuraj); they are also celebra-
ted as easy to ¢ross and good to bathe in. They are
invoked in the yasna, and they preside over the tenth
day of each Zoroastrian month. Acts of worship on
that day are devoted both to them and 1o the river
yazata of Aradvi Sura (q.v.); in general, the concept
of the Waters tends to merge with that of Aradvi
Sira. This development probably came about in rela-
tively early times, encouraged by the increased
prominence given to Aradvi under the Achaemenids.
The existing Abdn Niydyes. the prayer to the Wat-
ers, consists almost entirely of verses from the Aves-
tan hymn to Aradvi, which, in turn, has been given
the name Abdn Yasr (q.v.).

See also Ab, Ab-zéhr, Aban Mah.

Bibliography: Gray, Foundations, p. 136.

Boyce, Zoroasirianism 1, pp. 71, 74.

(M. Bovce)

ABAN 5. ‘ABD-at-HAMID 8. LinEQ, called
LAHEQI, late 2nd/8th century poet. He was of a Per-
sian family, originally from Fasi, which had settled
(probably at an early date) in Basra. Aban was born
there, and he flourished in the period of the Bar-
makis. By his own account, he was of average and
graceful stature, with a handsome face and lank
beard. He was well versed in the leamning and culture of
Basra, including mathematics, grammar, rhetoric,
and literature. His fellow citizen, Jahez. thought
highly of his sagacity. a trait that distinguished him in
the Basran clique of intellectuals to which he al-
tached himself. ‘

It might have been this kind of close association as
well as contemporary rivairy that caused Abin to be
accused of heretical and Manichean tendencies. On
the other hand, another stream of revdvas (stories)
depicts his observance of prayers and almsgiving, his
reciting of the Koran, and his good knowledge of
fegh (lz;w). The truth lies somewhere between these
two extremes: he said about himself, **| am neither a
dedicated ascetic nor a shameless dissolute.” In fact.
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Edited by Julie Scott Meisami and Paul Starkey
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ARABIC LITERATURE
Volume 1 London ©1998 Routiedge  jsAM-ON:ESZF 3

Aba, Noureddine (1921- )

Algerian poet and dramatist writing in French.
Bom in Sétif, he attended the Nuremberg
war-crimes trials as a journalist, then trained
as a playwright with the actor Pierre Frenay at
the Michodiére Theatre in Paris. He is a mem-
ber of the Académie des Sciences d’Outre-
Mer and of the Haut Conseil de la Francopho-
nie. He lives in Algiers and Paris. Nine
collections of his poetry have been published
since 1941, the last — Er I'Algérie des rois,
Sire? (1992) — based on the disillusionment
his country is currently experiencing. Six of
his plays have also been published, many of
which have been staged in France: they
include L’Aube a Jérusalem (1979), La
Récréation des clowns (1980), Le Dernier
jour d’un Nazi (1982) and L’ Arbre qui
cachait la mer (1992), which tells of Algerian
intellectuals destroyed by power.

i
(Y

Aban ibn *Abd al-Hamid al-Lahiqgi
(d. ¢.200/815-16)

‘Abbasid poet (also called al-Ragashi) whose
family, of Persian origin, were clients
(mawali) of the Bant Raqash of Basra. Leav-
ing Basra for Baghdad, Aban became attached
to the Barmakids, and composed many
panegyrics for them, as well as for the caliph
Haran al-Rashid. He is perhaps best-known
for his muzdawija poems, which include
versified versions of earlier prose translations
(by Ibn al-Mugaffa® and others) of works
from Middle Persian, such as the Kalila wa-
Dimna, Bilawhar wa-Yiadasaf, Book of
Sindbad, Mazdaknama, and the romances of
Ardashir and Anishirvan. He also composed
several original muzdawijat, one, Dhat al-
hulal, on cosmology, another, Fi al-sawm wa-
al-zakat, on fasting and the poor-tax. None of

J. DEJEUX

these have survived; fragments are preserved
by Abi Bakr al-Sili, in the Kitab al-Aghani
and other sources. Aban also exchanged hija’
with various poets, notably Abd Nuwas, who
accused him of Manichean beliefs (refuted in
al-Sili, pp. 37-8). Other members of his
family, notably his son Hamdan, were also
poets.

Text editions

Fragments in AbQ Nuwas, Diwan, E. Wagner (ed.),
Wiesbaden (1958- ), vol. 1, 24-6; Aghani
(Beirut), vol. 23, 2-38; al-Sali, Kitab
al-Awraq, J. Heyworth-Dunne (ed.), Cairo
(1934), 1-52.

‘Further reading

Farig, K.A., ‘The Poetry of Aban al-Lahiql’, JRAS
(1952), 46-59.
Krimsky, A., Aban al-Lahiki (in Russian), Moscow
(1913).
Vajda, G., ‘Les zindigs en pays d’Islam au début
de la période abbaside’, RSO 17 (1937), 203ff.
J.S. MEISAMI

Abaza, (Muhammad) ‘Aziz
(1898-1969)

Egyptian poet and dramatist. Born in a village
in Sharglyya province into a prestigious and
highly educated family, ‘Aziz Abaza received
his education at the Tawfigiyya school, and
from an early age associated with prominent
writers and poets such as Hafiz Ibrahim and
Muhammad al-Siba‘i. He is best known as a
proponent of verse drama, many of his plays
being on historical themes. His major works
include: Qays wa-Lubna (1943), al-Nasir
(1950), Shajarat al-durr (1951), Ghurizb al-
Andalus (1952) and Qaysar (1963). In 1959
he was elected to the Academy of Arabic
Letters, and in 1965 received the Ja’izat al-
Dawla al-Taqdiriyya. His collected works were
published in Beirut in 1993.




Edited by Julie Scott Meisami and Paul Starkey
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ARABIC LITERATURE
Volume 1 London 1998 Routedze  jsAM-DN:632F3

al-Hamdani

Text editions

Akhbar al-Halldj, L. Massignon (ed.), Paris (1914);
subsequent eds 1936, 1957; French trans. in
Massignon, Passion (1922), 893-904.

Diwan, L. Massignon (ed. and trans.), Paris (1931);
new trans. Paris (1938), rpt (1955).

Kitab al-Tawasin, with the Persian version of
Riizbihan Baqli, L. Massignon (ed.), Paris (1913);
new edn by Paul Nwyia, Beirut (1972); French
trans. in Massignon, Passion (1922), 830~93.

The Tawasin of Mansur al-Hallaj, Aisha Abd
ar-Rahman al-Tarjumana (trans.), Berkeley
(1974).

Further reading

Amaldez, R., Hallaj ou la religion de la croix, Paris
(1964).

Massignon, Louis, La Passion d’al-Hallaj, martyre
mystique de [I'Islam, Paris (1922); new edn
(1975).

The Passion of al-Hallaj, Mystic and Martyr of
Islam, H. Mason (trans.), 4 vols, Princeton
(1982) (an encyclopaedic study of al-Halldj and
his subsequent influence).

J. COOPER
hamasa see epic poetry

al-Hamadhani, Badi* al-Zaman

‘see Badi* al-Zaman al-Hamadhani

Minor poet of the early “Abbasid period.
Hamdan was the son of the poet Aban al-Lahiqi
who is of some importance to the development
of muzdawij poetry (see muzdawija). An ancient
diwan of his poems, of about fifty leaves, seems
to be lost. As far as can be judged from the
fragments in Arabic sources (above all in Abu
Bakr al-Siili’'s Kitab al-Awrag), he mainly
composed shorter, quite Tobust hja@’ poems. A
peculiar contribution to love theory is a long
rajaz muzdawij poem on the different types of
lovers, of which 108 double lines are preserved.
It is designed as a didactic poem for lovers, who
until then, as the author remarks (line 7), had not
been guided by any book. Hamdan describes the
lover who is consumed by his passion. the lover
who conceals his love, the lover who is satisfied
with speaking to and glancing at his beloved,
etc., and often adds value judgements of a moral
or a more practical character.

Text edition

al-Suli, Aba Bakr, Akhbar al-shu‘ard’ al-muhdathin
min Kitab al-Awraq, J. Heyworth Dunne (ed.),
London (1934), 53-62.

Further reading

Semah, D., ‘Urjozat Hamdan al-Lahiq1 {1 al-hubb:
hal hiya agdam halga fi adab al-hubb al-
‘Arabi?’, al-Karmil 3 (1982), 61-83.

T. SEIDENSTICKER

al-Hamdani
( fI. mid-fourth/tenth century)

Abl Muhammad al-Hasan ibn Ahmad al-
Hamdani, also known as Ibn al-Ha'ik, was a
Yemeni scholar and poet and authority on
South Arabian antiquities, genealogy and
geography. A broadly educated and much
travelled scholar, he was also well connected
in official circles in Yemen and several times
became involved in controversies leading to
his imprisonment. He was a proud exponent of
the South Arabian tradition, and his works
reflect this. The Sifar Jazirat al-'Arab
(Description of Arabia) is a classic topograph-
ical and antiquarian account of the peninsula
recording information not found elsewhere.
His ‘magnum opus was his al-Ikiil (The
Crown), an encyclopedic account of South
Arabia in ten books (only four survive today),
covering Creation and the ancient descendents
of Malik ibn Himyar, the vaunts of Yemen and
the southern tribes of the Qahtdn group,
history up to the rise of Islam, an exposé of
false anecdotes, South Arabian antiquities,
Himyarite sayings and records, and tribal
genealogy. The work pointedly asserts a sense
of regional pride and cultural identity at a time
when South Arabia was becoming increasingly
marginalized within the Islamic world gener-
ally. His famous gasida, al-Damigha (The
Mortal Wound Cleaving the Brain), of 600
verses, is a vigorous defence of his tribe of
Hamdan against the attack of a group of poets
belonging to the northern Arab tribe of
‘Adnan.

Text editions

al-fkfil, various (partial) edns incl.: O. Lofgren
(ed.), Uppsala (1954); M. b. ‘A. al-Akwa’ al-
Hiwali (ed.), Baghdad (1980).

Kitab Qasidat al-damigha, M. b. “A. al-Akwa’ al-
Hiwili (ed.), Cairo (1978).
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show the body of Aaron in order to allevi-
ate their suspicions.

The relationship between ‘Alf and
Muhammad is often compared to that of
Aaron and Moses. A tradition known as
the manzilat Harin is found in many Sunnt
and ShiT collections of fadith in which
Muhammad suggests (in various word-
ngs) “O ‘Ali, you are to me as Aaron was
to Moses. But there will be no prophet
after me.” (See e.g, al-Bukhari, Sahih, K
al-Maghazt, Muslim, Sakhil, K. Fada’il al-
Sahaba). This relationship gains particular
significance among the Sh‘a and finds reso-
nances, for example, within the poetry of
Nasir-i Khusraw. The Isma‘ilis see Aaron
as the partner and interpreter (Jugja or wasi)
of Moses in the fourth cycle of prophecy
in human existence.
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alTabari, Ta’ikh, Aaron in Egypt 1:471-81,
Aaron and the calf 1:489-98, Aaron’s
death 1:502-5; Tbid., trans. W. M. Brin-
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Albany 1987; al-Tha‘labi, Qisas al-anbiya’.
‘drats al-mgjalis (Cairo n.d.), 163-5, 184-8,
218; al-Kisa’t, Qisas al-anbiyd’, ed. Eisenberg
(Leiden 1922), 2293, 237-8; Geiger, A,
Was hat Mohammed aus dem Fudenthume aufgenom-
men? Baden 1833, English trans., Fudaism and
Islam (Madras 1898), 130-2; Horovitz, J.,
Koranische Untersuchungen (Berlin-Leipzig 1926),
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G. Béwering and J. D. McAuliffe (Leiden
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(Walldorf-Hessen 1982), 13-5; Idem, Jewish,
Christian, Muslim and Falasha legends of the
death of Aaron, the high priest, in Fabula 5
(1962), 185~227.
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ABAN AL-LAHIQY
Aban al-Lahiqt

Aban b. ‘Abhd al-Hamid al-Lahigi
al-Raqasht (d. c. 200/815) was an Arab
poet of the early ‘Abbasid period. His
ancestors are said to have been Jews from
Fasa in the province of Fars. He was born
in Basra and later emigrated to Baghdad,
where he managed to attach himself to
the Barmakids, who made him the official
arbiter of poets at their court. As such, he
incurred the enmity of other poets: Aba
Nuwias wrote a lampoon against Aban in
which he accused him of heretical views,
obviously without foundation. Both his
brother ‘Abdallah and his son Hamdzan
were also poets.

In addition to lampoons of his neigh-
bours and fellow poets, he composed pan-
egyrics dedicated to the Barmakids and to
Hartin al-Rashid, and elegies on a beloved
slave-girl of Hariins and on the Basran
Jjudge Sawwar b. ‘Abdallah. Also worth
mentioning is a madi praising a Judge of
Fasa, which contains a long description of -
that town and the virtues of its inhabitants,
His most important contributions to Arabic
literature, however, were his versifications
of prose books and his composition of
long poems on topics not normally treated
in Arabic poetry. He is quite famous for
his versification of the book of fables of
Indian origin, Kalila wa-Dimna, partly in
muzdawy and partly in mukbhammas form.
Of the reported 14,000 verses, al-Stl
transmits only 76 couplets. Besides this
poem, he versified a book on logic (X al-
Mantig). Whether he was also the author of
several other such versifications attributed
to him in the fourth/tenth century by al-
5tlt and Tbn al-Nadim is unclear; al-Jahiz
(d. 255/868-9), who lived less than half a
century after Aban, states that he versified
only the two books just mentioned (cf. the
discussion in 1. Abbas, Elr 1:58-9). (The
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Strange (Leiden, 1913); J\AAWT (Tehran,
1380 Sh./2000); Namah-yi rawabiy umimi shirkat-i
palayish-i_fardwardahi-yi nafit Irdn, no. dal-ayn/pi-
pi/1898, 3 Azar 1381 Sh./24 Novembcr 2002;
Nasir Khusraw, Sgfar-namah, ed. R. A. Nicholson
(Tehran, n.d.y, Nudafchand darbirah-yi Abadan (Teh-
ran, 1346 Sh./1967); Papult Yazdi, Muhammad
Husayn, Farhang-1 abadiha wa makinka-yi madhhabi-
i kishwar (Mashhad, 1367 Sh./1988); al-Sam‘ani,
‘Abd al-Karim, al-dnsab, ed. ‘Abd Allsh Umar
al-Baradi (Beirut, 1408/1988); Statistical Centre
of Iran, Sarshumdri-yl ‘wmiimiyi nufits wa maskan-
1375 Sh. Natayij-i tafsili-yi shahrisian-i Abadan (Teh-
ran, 1376 Sh./1997); al-Tabari, 7a%iki; Wamig,
Iraj, *Abadan’, Danishnamah-yi Irin wa Islim, vol.
1 (Tehran, 1354 Sh./1975), pp. 1-5; Minis-
try of the Interior, Guzarish-i mashrith-i hawza-yi
sarshumari-yi Abadén (Tebran, 1337 Sh./1958);
Yaquit, Buldan, Zahid, Jall, fran-zamin (Tehran,
1348 Sh./1969).

Mapoppm Kavvant
Tr. Farzy NEGAHBAN

Abzn b. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Lahigi
(d. 200/816) was a man of letters of Persian
origin who wrote poetry in Arabic. His
forebear Lahiq b. “Ufayr was a narrator of
hadith and a mawia (client) of the tribe of
Banti Raqqgash. His forefathers lived in
Fasa, a city in the province of Fars (al-Silf,
40). Their designation as Jews (Fariq, 46),
a notion omnginating with Abt ‘Ubayda
(al-Suali, 36; Abt al-Faraj, 23/165), is un-
founded.

Nothing is known of Aban’s childhood.
He was probably born in Basra which is
where he grew up and studied literature,
jurisprudence, logic and mathematics.
However, he was mainly interested in
hya’ (satire) and became friendly with the
poet-satirists of Basra. His relations with
al-Mu‘adhdhal b. Ghaylan al-Basti, who
was one of the mayn (ibertine) poets and
a friend of Isa b. Ja‘far (who had been ap-
pointed governor of Basra by Hartn al-
Rashid), induced Aban to write satirical
compositions. For his part, al-Mu‘adhdhal
accused Aban of being an infidel or a
Manichean, and said he was astonished
that Aban performed the canonical Mus-
lim prayers (Abt al-Faraj, 23/157). Aban

IDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN
SONRA GELEN DUKU!

also composed satires about Aba al-INadir,
a man who trained female slaves as sing-
ers and sold them to the notables of Basra
(al-Salt, 9). In addition, he ridiculed his
neighbour Muhammad b. Khalid to such
an extent that the latter’s newly-wed wife
ran away from him (al-$1il1, 24-25), and he
composed so biting a piece about another
neighbour, Abt al-Atwal, that the man felt
compelled to hide in his house for the rest
of his life (Abt al-Faraj, 23/165-167). On
the other hand, on the death of Sawwar b.
‘Abd Allzh, the gddi of Basra, he wrote a
moving elegy, 66 lines of which are quoted
i al-Awrag (al-Suli, 42-46). Apart from
this, there is no other information about
Aban’s life and work in Bagsra. Taking into
account, however, the hterary society of
Basra in that era, as well as the methods
of the ‘dissolute’ poets (al-kula@’) of the
2nd/8th century, he was undoubtedly one
of the ahlmuwiin (libertines) and combined a
life of profligacy with literary subtleties.
Finally, in the hope of joining the Bar-
makid administration, they being also of
Iranian origin, Aban left for Baghdad either
in 180/796 (Farrikh, 2/167) orin 176/792
(Abbas, 59), and had to petiticn one of the
Hashimids in order to gain access to the
courts of the viziers. In a eulogy that he
wrote for the Barmakids and presented to
the Hashimids, he first praised himself for
his skills in the fields of prose composition,
literature, arithmetic, oration, exhortation,
and poetic composition, as well as for his
elegant appearance, and only then did he
go on to praise the Barmakids, and thus he
gained entry to their court (Aba al-Faraj,
23/160). This account is quoted in all the
sources, including al-4ghdnt, quoting al-Salt
(d. 336/947); however, al-Stlt (4-6), who
is undoubtedly the most important source
of information on Aban, also gives another
account which albeit somewhat legendary,

- 1s quite different- from the one recounted

here. According to al-5Glf’s own report,
the youthful Aban, with that same gayida,
joined the community of poets and in the
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