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“ Laonicus Chalc’bcondyles

Laonikos (Nikolaos) Challcdlgondylés (Chalkokaridyleés,
Chalkokandéles)

DATE OF BIRTH Approximately 1423
PLACE OF BIRTH Athens

DATE OF DEATH After 1464

PLACE OF DEATH Unknown

BIOGRAPHY :

Laonicus (Nikolaos) Chalcocondyles was born in about 1423 in Athens,
which at this time was under the rule of the Florentine Acciaiuoli family.
In 1435, his father George was serving as envoy of Antonio I Acciaiuoli’s
widow to Sultan Murad II to gain lordship over Athens for her, but he
was arrested by the Ottomans. After a flight to Constantinople, he was
captured by the sultan again before he was able to escape to the Byz-
antine Peloponnese (Morea). There, in Mystras, his son Laonicus had
been studying since about 1440 with the famous scholar George Gemis-
tus Plethon. |

In 1446, Laonicus (or again his father) served as envoy to Sultan
Murad II on behalf of Constantine Dragases Palaeologus (later Emperor
Constantine XI), the Despot of the Morea, and was detained by the
Ottomans for some time in Serrai in Macedonia. In June 1447, Laonicus
was certainly in Mystras, the capital of Morea, where he met Cyriacus
of Ancona, who praised the young man's knowledge of Greek and Latin
(Harris, ‘Laonicus Chalkokondyles and the rise of the Ottoman Turks’,
D. 168).

Apart from these minor details, nothing certain is known about Laoni-
cus’ life. When his father migrated to Italy, where Demetfius Chalcocon-
dyles (probably Laonicus’ cousin) had been working as a teacher of Greek
since 1449, Laonicus presumably remained in the Aegean region. He was
not an eyewitness to the Ottoman capture of Constantinople in 1453,
but it may be supposed that he lived there later under Ottoman rule,
which would explain his evident use of Turkish informants from the gov-
ernment administration for his work (Bagtav, ‘Die tiirkischen Quellen’;
Vryonis, ‘Laonikos Chalkokondyles’, p. 427; Reinsch, ‘Mehmet der Ero-
berer’, p. 19; Kaldellis, ‘The date’). However, other scholars have pointed
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