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THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM, (New Edition), Vol. X, (Fasc. 177-178), 2000 LEIDEN, pp.

UZUN HASAN — aL-UZZA . 967

Uzun Hasan’s administrative system is sketchy, but
Minorsky discerned that the Ak Koyunlu rulers ap-
parently endeavoured, under cover of strengthening
“Islamic institutions”, to introduce an element of cen-
tralisation into the system that had originally evolved
under the Mongol I-Khanids [¢.2.]. It seems that they
wished to halt the decline of central authority resulting
from the extensive grants of land for salaries, pensions,
etc., which were meant to be temporary but which
often in practice became hereditary [sec e.g. IKTAS
SOYORGHAL; TIYOL]. There survive in Turkish archives
some examples of Uzun Hasan’s financial regulations
enacted for Diyar Bakr and eastern Anatolia, and
Persian historians occasionally mention the dastar and
kanin of Uzun Hasan, which seems to have been ap-
plied at least up to the time of the second Safawid
Shah Tahmasp I; but this was probably a fixing and
codification of existing, local, customary law rather
than a new financial system. On the other hand, he
behaved like many other rulers of the time in arbi-
trarily raising existing taxes and imposing new ones
in order to finance his wars. See W. Hinz, Das Steuer-
wesen Ostanatoliens im 15. und 16. Jahrhundert, in ZDMG,
¢ {1950), 177-201; A.K.S. Lambton, Landlord and peasant
in Persia, London 1953, 101, 122-3; Minorsky, The Ag-
Qoyunly and land reforms, in BSOAS, xvii (1955), 449-62.

The family

The blood of the Ak Koyunlu princes was con-
siderably mixed. The mother of Kara ‘Uthman, to
begin with, was the princess Maria of Trebizond (see
the Chronicle of Michael Panaretos, ed. Fallmerayer).

Despina, whom Uzun Hasan married when he was
thirty-four, was certainly not his first wife and in 1471,
when her nephew Caterino Zeno visited her, she was
living at Kharpert far from the court. She had re-
mained a Christian and was buried in a church of
Diyar Bakr (Barbaro, 84). According to Angiolello,
73, Uzun Hasan had one son and three daughters
by her; the son (Jacob ?) is said to have been strangled
by his brothers after the father’s death (?). Despina’s
daughter Martha (whom the Silsilat al-nasab-i safawiyya,
Berlin 1843, 68, calls Bagi Aka; Habib al-sier: Halima
Begi Aka; and Miinedjdjim-bashi: ‘Alam-Shah Begum)
was given in marriage to Shaykh Haydar of Ardabil
and became the mother of the Safawid Shah Isma‘il I
(the mother of Shaykh Haydar, Khadidja Begum, was
the sister of Uzun Hasan).

The oldest son of Uzun Hasan, Muhammad, was
the son of a Kurdish wmm walad {cf. Ibn Iyas, ii, 160;
Caterino Zeno, 36; Contarini, 173). In 879/1474, after
a rising in Shirdz, he took refuge for some time with
the Ottoman Bayezid II, but was finally killed in Persia
by his father’s orders (Ibn lyas, ii, 59).

Uzun Hasan’s principal wife (mahd-i ‘ubya) was Saldjok-
Shah Begum, who played a very active part in the
government (cf. Ta’rikh-i Amini, fol. 1986). Her sons
were Sultan Khalil, Ya‘kiib, Yiisuf {and perhaps Masih).
We do not know the name of Zaynal’s mother.

Uzun Hasan’s viziers were Shams al-Din Muham-
mad b. Sayyid Ahmad, Burhan al-Din ‘Abd al-Hamid
Kirmani and Madjd al-Din Shirazi (Habth al-sipar, iii,
330).

Bibliography: For older sources and stud-
les, see Minorsky’s EI' art. The best consideration
of sources for the Ak Koyunlu in general is now
John E. Woods’ The Agguyuniu {see below), 16-37,
much of which is relevant for Uzun Hasan’s career
and reign. Especially notable is the Kitah-i Diyar-
bakrippa of Abti Bakr Tihrani-Isfahani (ed. Necat
Liigal and Faruk Simer, 2 vols. Ankara 1962-4),
which was written for Uzun Hasan and his son

Sultan Khalil between 875/1469 and 883/1478,
with the ms. going up to 876/1472. General Persian
historians like Kh“andamir contain further infor-
mation, whilst for Uzun Hasan’s external relations
there is much in the Arabic historiography of the
late Mamlik period and the diplomatic material in
Italian archives. The Istanbul archives and libra-
ries have relevant material, especially that relating
to Uzun Hasan’s wars with the Ottomans, and this
includes captured letters, intelligence reports, etc.,
plus deflers from eastern Anatolia. Insha’ collections
like Feridon Bey’s Minshe’at il-selafin contain rele-
vant documents, whilst Jean Aubin has described
and discussed some Ak Koyunlu documents from

Persia. Some Ak Koyunlu inscriptions from Persia

have been published, including one of Uzun Hasan’s

at the Great Mosque of Yazd.

Of recent studies (in addition to those men-
tioned in the article), see Minorsky, Lo Perse au XV*
siéele entre la Turquie et Venise, Publs. de la Société
des études iraniennes 7, Paris 1933, 6-7 (also in The
Turks, Iran and the Caucasus in the Middle Ages, Vario-
rum, London 1978, no. XII); ‘Abbas al-‘Azzawi,
Tarikh al-Trak bayn al-ihtilalayn, iii, al-Hukiima al-turk-
maniypa, Baghdad 1357/1939; Mikrimin Halil
Ywnang, 14 art. Akkgyunlular; F. Babinger, Mehmed
der Eroberer und seine Zeif, Munich 1953, Eng. tr.
Mehmed the Congueror and his time, Princeton 1978;
Bekir Sitki Baykal, Uzun Hasan’m Osmanhlaria karst
kati miicadeleye hazirliklar ve Osmanh-Akkoyunly harbinin
baglanmasi, in Belleten, xxi {1957), 261-84, with Ger-
man tr. 285-96; idem, Die Ruwalitit zwischen Uzun
Hasan und Mehmed II. um das Kaiserreich von Trapezunt,
in Trudi XXV. MeZdunarodnogo Kongressa Vostok’ovedov,
Moscow 1963, ii, 442-8; G. Scarcia, Venezia ¢ la
Persia tra Uzun Hasan e Tahmasp (1454-1572), in Acta
Iranica, ser. 1, vol. iii (1974), 419-38; J.E. Woods, The
Aqquyunlu, clan, confederation, empire. A study in 15th/ 9th
century Turko-Iranian politics, Minneapolis-Chicago 1976,
90-137; H.R. Roemer, in Camb. hist. Iran, vi, Camb-
ridge 1986, 168-82; C.E. Bosworth, The New Islamic
dynasties, 275-6 no. 146.

_ (V. Mimvorsky-[C.E. BoswortH])

AL-UZZA, a pre-Islamic Arabian deity. The
name means “The very powerful” or “The all-
powerful”. On its own, in the pre-Islamic period, it
always takes the article (Lihyanite hn-zy, Old Arabic
’l-%zy, Nabataean °I2” plus the Aramaic form %y, and
South Arabian “Zyn), but in theophoric personal names,
and occasionally in sources of the Islamic period, this
is sometimes omitted (e.g. South Thamudic tm--zy as
against &ym-%y, J. Ryckmans, in S, v [1956], 11). A
variety of such compounds occurs in pre-Islamic North
Arabian inscriptions, though by the rise of Islam only
Abd al-Uzza is reported in the Hidjaz (J. Wellhausen,
Reste arabischen Heidentums, *Berlin 1897, 39),

Very little is known of the nature of al-‘Uzza. At-
tempts to identify her with the planet Venus are only
achieved through a tenuous series of equations with
other deities in which each divinity is assumed to be
endowed with all aspects of the others (see references
in Wellhausen, 40-5). From this, efforts have been
made to equate her with the goddess Aphrodite (e.g.
H.W . Drijvers, Cults and beliefs at Edessa, Leiden 1980,
185); with Ruda (A.G. Lundin, in R.G. Stiegner (ed.),
Al-Hudhud, Graz, 1981, 215-6); with ‘Azizi at Palmyra
(Drijvers, op. cit. 152, 162-3); with al-Lat (Wellhausen,
44-5), with al-Lat and Manat (Fahd, Le panthéon de
Arabie centrale, Paris 1968, 176-7), and ultimately with
a “common Semitic great goddess” representing a
wide variety of astral and chthonic forces (Wellhausen,
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Our knowledge of pre-Islamic Arabian religion is still
in a rather chaotic condition.  This is especially true of the
northern part\ of the peninsula. Inscriptions have pre-
served for us the names of quite a number of deities and
early Moslem antiquarians have added to the list. But
as for the character of these deities and the relation in
which they stood to one another we are still largely in
the dark. Utilizing my analysis of the Lihyanite and
Thamudic inscriptions? I have attempted to inject some
sort of order into the prevailing chaos. This method of
approach has, at least, the merit of making it possible to
arrange the references to the deities according to their
geographical distribution and chronological order. When
this has been done, certain facts at once become apparent.

I will not attempt in the present essay, however, to
deal with all the deities whose names are known to us but
only with the three goddesses, Allat, al-"Uzza, and Manit,
who are found associated in the fifty-third chapter of the
Koran (v. 191.). In seeking to identify Allat it will be
found necessary to make a study of all three. It is evident
from the Koran that these three goddesses were held in
high esteem by the Arabs of Mekka, and much of Moham-
med’s polemic against polytheism is to be understood as
an attack on their worship. Mohammed ridicules the id
that they were actually Allah’s daughters, as popular
opinion maintained. “What!” he exclaims, “shall ye have
male progeny and Allah only female? That would be an
Heidenoms, an adi o 1897; Noldbes snie on SArabe Chamty i “Hodars
Enciobesic | ¥ Rebgion  snd Eivcs, 1m0 Nielen, Homiouch der stversiindey
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