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a li AbdurraZ1k, Mlsir'm Minye ilinde 1887 yilmda dogdu. Abdurraztk'm 
ailesi, Muhammed Abduh (1849-1905) ve ogrencilerinin aralannda bu­

lundugu bir<;ok ilim ve siyaset adammm toplantilarma ev sahipligi yapmasmm 
yam s1ra, Hizbu'l-Umme ve Hizbu Ahrari'd-Dustftriyy'in adtyla Mtstr'm siyaset 
diinyasmda onemli bir konuma sahip olu§umlarda da etkin bir rol oynuyordu~ 
Ali Abdurraztk, Kur'an-1 Kerim'i htfzettikten sonra Ezher Universitesi'nde og­
renimini tamamlad1. 1912 ytlmda mezun olduktan sonra ekonomi tahsili gor­
mek amactyla ingiltere'ye gitti. Am:ak I. Diinya Sava§I'mn ba§lamastyla birlik­
te tahsilini tamamlayamadan MlSit'a donmek zorunda kaldt. 

1915 ytlmda Kadl olarak atandt ve el-islam ve Usulu'l-Hukm isimli eserini 
yaymladtgt 1925 yilma kadar bu gorevini siirdiirdii. Bu kitab1 yiiziinden Alim­
ler Yiiksek Konseyi tarafmdan kurulan mahkemede yargtlandt ve Ulema Heye­
ti'nden <;tkanlarak gorevinden uzakla§tmldt. Karde§i Seyh Mustafa Abdurra­
ztk (18 85-1946), Ezher Universitesi Rektorliigii'ne getirilince haldnnda verilen 
karar bozularak tekrar alimlik payesi verildi. ibrahim Abdulhadi Pa§a (1898-
1981) Kabinesi'nde Vahflar Bakam olarak, 1948-1949 ytllannda gorev yap-

Bu metin, yazann daha once yaymlanan 20. Yiizytl js[ilm Diinyasmda Hilafet Tartt§­
malart isimli kitabmdan yine yazar tarafmdan ozetlenmi§ ve yeniden diizenlenmi§tir. 
Do~. Dr., istanbul l!Jniversitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi, Kelam Anabilim Dalt. 
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literary studies. Whereas some earlier exegetes allowed 
for a multipliCity of interpretations of any single 
Qur'anic verse, seeing in this multiplicity a demonstra­
tion of the richness of the Qur'an, 'Abd al-Ral;lman ar­
gues that every word of the Qur'an allows for only a 
single interpretation, which should be elicited from the 
context of the Qur'an as a whole. She rejects extraneous 
sources, particularly information derived from the Bible 
or Jewish sources (lsrtYiliyiit), the inclusion of which in 
traditional Qur'iinic exegesis she sees as part of a contin­
uing Jewish conspiracy to subvert Islam and dominate 
the world. She also argues that no word is a true syn­
onym for any other in the Qur'an, so no word can be 
replaced by another. Whereas many scholars believe 
certain phrases in the Qur'an were inserted to provide 
the text with its characteristic rhythm and assonance, 
'Abd al-Ral;lman insists that every word of the Qur'an 
is there solely for the meaning it gives. 

'Abd al-Ral;lman is both deeply religious and very 
conservative, despite her active public life. On the sub­
ject of women's liberation, she affirms the principle of 
male guardianship over women but firmly rejects male 
responsibility for the behavior of women. She insists 
that a proper understanding of women's liberation does 
not abandon traditional Islamic values. She has been 
consistently supported and honored by successive Egyp­
tian regimes. 
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Bint al-Shafi"s contribution to Qur'anic exegesis. 

Hoffman-Ladd, Valerie J. "Polemics on the Modesty and Segregation 

of Women." International Journal of Middle East Studies 19 (1987): 

23-50. Analyzes Bint ai-Shafi"s stance on women's social roles. 
Jansen, J. J. G. The Interpretation of the Koran in Modem Egypt. 

Leiden, 1974. Chapter 4, on "philological exegesis," deals primarily 

with Bint al-Shafi"s exegesis, which he believes to be the best ex­
ample of contemporary exegesis focusing on language analysis. 

Kooij, C. "Bint al-Sha!i': A Suitable Case for Biography?" In The 

Challenge of the Middle East, edited by Ibrahirn A. A. El-Sheikh et 

al., pp. 67-72. Amsterdam, 1982. Critical description of Bint al­

Shati', which includes impressions gained from personal interviews 
with her, as well as interviews in Arabic literature. The author de­
picts her as both charming and domineering, and stresses Bint ai­

Sha~"s self-centeredness, claiming that her autobiography, 'Ala al­

jisr, romanticizes and distorts reality. 

V ALER!E J. HOFFJ\tA}!- LADD 

'ABD AL-RAZIQ, 'ALl (r888-r966), Egyptian 
shan'ah (divine law) judge, controversial intellectual, 
and author of Al-Isliim wa-U$iil al-~ukm: Ba'th fi al-khi­
lii.fah wa-al-~ukumah fi al-/sliim (Islam and the Bases of 
Poiitical Authority: A Study of the Caliphate and Gov­
ernment in Islam). Published in Cairo in 1925, 'Abd al­
Raziq's book challenged the notion that Islam legislated 
a specific type of political authority or, for that matter, 
that it legitimated any form of government at all. In 
addition to creating a constitutional crisis in Egypt, 
'Abd al-Raziq's ideas generated violent controversy 
throughout the Muslim world. The Egyptian Higher 
Council of 'Ulama' brought 'Abd al-Raziq to trial and 
expelled him from both their ranks and his position as 
a shan'ah judge. 

'Ali 'Abd al-Raziq was a member of a famous and 
powerful landowning family from the village of Abu 
Girg (Jirj) in al-Minya Province. A graduate of al-Azhar 
and Oxford universities, he rose to the position of judge 
in the al-Mansura shan<ah court. In addition to writing 
Islam and the Bases of Political Authority, 'Abd al-Raziq 
edited a study of the life and work of his brother, a 
rector of al-Azhar, entitled Min iithiir MuHiifa 'Abd al­
Raziq (From the Legacy of Mu~tiifa 'Abd al-Raziq, 
Cairo, 1957) and Al-ijmii' fi al-sharfuh al-/slti.miyah 
(Consensus in Islamic Law, Cairo, 1947). 

Along with Tal;la I:Iusayn's 1926 volume, Pi al-shi'r 
al-jiihil'i. (On Jahili:yah Poetry), 'Abd al-Raziq's work 
was seen by the 'ulamii' and many Muslims as pre-
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then at the pinnacle of his political influ­
ence. Disgraced, he was forced, however, 
to turn the building back over in 5 90 I 1193 
(Dizqyl, 1 :426). If one searches ·within al­
Jil.ani's family for the earliest indications of 
a shift towards the posthumous promotion 
of his person'"ality, it might be found within 
the branch of the family tree represented 
by his son 'Abd al-Razzaq. In fact, it is 
he vvho is indicated in the traditions of 
the brotherhood as the transmitter of the 
Futz7lz al-ghqyb, one of the compilations of 
sermons attributed to al:Jil.ani. 
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al-asriir); Hashim al-A'?ami, al-Sizqyklz 'Abd 
al-Qff.dir wa-madrasatu!zu al- 'ilmi:)ya, Baghdad 
1971 (contemporary apologia by a preacher 
and imiim attached to the mausoleum in 
Baghdad). 

TRAl'iSLATIONS 

Futzt~l al-g!ul)•b, English trans. by Aftab-ud-Din 
Ahmad, Lahore n.d. 

'ABD AL-RAziQ., 'ALl 

STUDIES 

lVIehmet Ali Ayni (in collaboration with E J 
Simore-Munir), Un grand saint de l'Islam. Abd­
al-Kadir Guildn~ I 0 77-1166, Paris 1938, rev: 
ed. 1967; Walther Braune, Die Futz1lz al-Gaib 
des 'Abd al-Qff.dir (with German trans.), Berlin 
1933; Jacqueline Chabbi, 'Abd al-~adir al­
Djilaru, personnage historique, SI 38 (1973), 
75~106; Jacqueline Chabbi, La fonction du 
ribiit a Baghdad, REI 42 (1974), 101-21; 
Andre Demeerseman, Nouveau regard sur la 
voie spi1ituellle d''Abd al-Qg.dir al-]ildnf et sa tradi­
tion, Paris 1988; David Samuel Margolioutl1, 
Contributions to the biography of 'Abd 
al-Kadir of Jilan (according to al-Dhahabi), 
JRAS (1907), 267-310; Angelo Scarabel, Un 
inedito di 'Abd al-Qadir al:Jilani, RSO 54 
(1980), 67-76. 

jACQ.UELI1\'E CHABBI 

cAbd al-Raziq, cAII 

'All 'Abd al-Raziq (1888-1966) was 
an Egyptian intellectual famous for his 
controversial essay al-Islam wa-11..$1.7.! al-bul.:m. 
Balzthfi l-kfliliifa wa-l-lwl.:iimafi l-islam ("Islam 
and the foundations of political power. An 
enquiry into the caliphate and government 
in Islam"). Its pub~cation in 1925 took his 
contemp?raries by surprise, as it argued in 
favour of secularism through a new reading 
of JYiuslim scriptures (Qur'an and badfth) 
and early Islamic history. It immediately 
became the focus of attention and initiated 
a heated debate. 

'Ali 'Abd al-Raziq was born in 1888 in 
Abu Jitj, in Upper Egypt, to a family of 
wealth)~ politically active landovvners. His 
father, IJasan (d. 1907), and his brother 
JVIu:;;tafa (c. 1885-194 7) were famous liber­
als who opposed both the nationalists of 
the ·ward party and the conservatives, most 
of whom were allies of the monarchy. 'Ali 
was educated in the traditional curriculum 
and graduated from al-Azhar University as 
an 'alim in 1915. During his youth he was 
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EGYPT 

Al-Miizni's work includes collections of articles gathered in four 
books, several collections of poems, a dozen collections of stories 
and novels, one play, and several translations, besides a vast number 
of uncollected press articles.7 

6. AJ;mad Amin (I886-I954) 

AI;tmad Amin represented a basically different type of writer 
from those mentioned before. He never had any immediate contact 
with Western culture, his education having been mainly Arabic­
Islamic. His acquaintance with Western thought came to him in­
directly, through his fellow writers, and his role consisted largely of 
reinterpreting the Arabic-Islamic intellectual heritage in the light 
of the modern ideas initiated or advanced by his contemporaries. 
For most of his life he succeeded admirably in the task that he 
had set himself, but the derivative character of his basic ideas and 
his personal and educational background, made him more' vul­
nerable than other writers to sudden loss of intellectual confidence 
and abrupt change of orientation. 

AI;tmad Amin was born in Cairo to a family of small farmers 
who had left the land to escape the burden of taxation and fled to 
the city. The proximity of his tradition-bound family through much 
of his life caused his deviation from tradition to weigh on his con-
science and acted as a brake on his complete "modernization." He 
attended the kuttiib and public primary school and wanted to go on 
with his secular secondary education, but his father insisted on 
sending him instead to al-Azhar. After several years there, he went 
to the College for Shar'i Judges, a modernized splinter of al-Azhar 
from which he was graduated in 1907. He worked for a while a~ 
Shar'i judge but then returned to the college to teach Islamic 
literature and ethical philosophy. Later, Amin was invited to join 
the staff of the Egyptian University and teach the same subjects 
there. He accepted the post and, except for an interval in which he 
served as undersecretary in the Ministry of Education, spent the 
rest of his life as a teacher at the University until his retirement a 
few years before his death. During his period of service he rose to 

highest academic ranks and became for a while Dean of the 
Faculty of Letters. In 1918, at the age of thirty-two, he learned 
English well enough to use it for his scholarly work and research 
but not well enough, apparently, to enable him to immerse himself 

, in Western culture. 
Amin's magnum opus consists of a seven-volume study and in­

terpretation of the intellectual and social history of the first four 
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centuries of Islam, which he wrote over a period of twenty years. 
Next in importance is a multi-volume collection of articles on lit­
erary, social, intellectual, and ethical questions which he had pub­
lished in papers and magazines. Other important works include a 
collection of biographical studies of modern Muslim reformers, 
meditations in the form of letters to his son, and an autobiography. 
Amin also wrote, alone or in collaboration with others, several text­
books on ethics, civics, and the history of Arabic literature for use 
in secondary schools. 8 

7· '1;1(i'Abd al-Riiziq (I888- ) ---'Ali has not been a litterateur or an educator in the sense in which 
the writers mentioned earlier have been. He is included here mainly 
because of the importance of one of his early works and therefore 
needs no extended biography. 

He was born in lower Egypt to one of the most distinguished 
among the big landowner families. His father was the first presi­
dent of the Ummah Party. 'Ali entered al-Azhar at the age of ten 
after a preparatory religious education and remained for thirteen 
years. In his last two years at the college he also attended lectures 
by Nallino and Santillana at the Egyptian University. In 1912 he 
went to England where he spent a year learning the language and 
a year at Oxford studying economics and political science before 
returning to Egypt on the outbreak of World War I. He became 
judge in a Shar'i court and lectured in the Islamic Institute of 
Alexandria while he undertook a study of the Muslim judiciary 
system. The first result of his study was his book on the caliphate, 
published in 192 5, in which we are primarily interested. Subse­
quently, 'Ali became editor of the journal of al-Riibitah al-Shar­
qiyyah (The Oriental League) and a senator, and continued his 
investigation of the judiciary system, the results of which do not 
concern us here. 

These, then, are the men whose work we will now examine. Be­
fore going into any detailed analysis, however, it might perhaps 
be useful to outline very briefly the general course of ideological 
evolution between 1919 and 1952. 

Within' the framework of the task of the intellectual leaders and 
the problems they had to deal with, their work may be divided into 
two phases which, as might be expected, were closely related to actual 
political, economic, and social conditions. In the first phase, which 
reached its height during the years of inspiring national unity and 
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~Abd ai-Ral)man, •A•isha [Bint ai-Shati'] 

to break the existing taboos on what could be 
discussed in Arabic literature, and much of his 
writing revolves around sexual themes, 
particularly the search for emancipation by 
young Egyptian women. Despite this professed 
social and literary purpose, 'Abd al-Quddiis's 
writings are often marred by a tendency' to 
sensationalism. This - together with the fact 
that his Arabic style makes few demands on 
his readers - probably accounts for his popu­
larity with the average Egyptian reader: a poll 
conducted in 1954 for the American University 
in Cairo found him to be the most popular 
living Arab writer, and many of his stories 
have been adapted for radio, television and 
cinema. 

Text edition 

English translation: Trevor LeGassick (trans.), I am 
free and other stories, Cairo (1978). 

P. STARKEY 

.o:Abd ai-Ral)man, tA'isha 
[Bint ai-Shafi'] (1912-74) 

Egyptian scholar and short-story writer. Born 
in Damietta into a religious family, 'A'isha 
'Abd al-Rai:Jman graduated from Cairo Uni­
versity in 1939. She took an MA in literature 
in 1941 and in 1950 was awarded a PhD. She 
subsequently lectured in literature at Cairo 
University, served as editor of the periodical 
al-Adab and worked on al-Ahriim. 

Among other literary studies, 'A'isha 'Abd 
al-Rai:Jman (who wrote under the pseudonym 
Bint al-Sha~i') published a study of the life and 
works of Abu al-'Aia' al-Ma'arri and edited 
the text of al-Ma'ani's Risiilat al-ghufriin, for 
which she was awarded a prize by the Arab 
Language Academy in Cairo. She also wrote a 
series of biographies of women in early Islam 
(including Ba,talat Karbala': Zaynab bint al­
Zahrii', n.d.; Baniit al-nabl, 1956; and Umm 
al-nabl, n.d.), and published several collec­
tions of short stories (including Sirr al-shati', 
1952; lmra'a khiiti'a, 1958; and Suwar min 
bayatihinna, 1959). Her autobiography, 'Alii 
al-jisr, was published in 1967. Although some 
of her works have been described as 
'feminist', they lack the radicalism of some 
other women writers of her generation, and it 
is primarily as a scholar and writer on the 
medieval Arabic literary tradition that she is 
likely to be remembered. 

P. STARKEY 

~Abd ai-Ral)man, Jili(1931- ) 

Sudanese poet. Born to a poor family in Say, 
in the north of Sudan, 'Abd al-Rai:Jman moved 
at the age of 9 to Cairo, where his father had 
emigrated to look for work. Much of his poetry 
reflects the poverty of the Cairo slums in 
which he grew up. Despite this, his verse 
succeeds in transcending the poet's immediate 
environment to express the hopes and aspira­
tions of the poor and downtrodden every­
where; the effect is heightened by the use of a 
straightforward language and imagery, which 
makes his poetry immediately accessible. A 
collection of his verse was published in 1967 
under the title al-Jawad wa-al-sayf al-maksur. 

P. STARKEY 

~Abd ai-Ral)man ibn lsl:laq ai­
Zajjajl see ai-Zajjaji 

Egyptian writer and man of letters, the brother 
of Mu~taHi 'Abd ai-Raziq. After studying at 
ai-Azhar, he studied political economy and 
sociology in England, returning to Egypt in 
1915. He then became a judge at the religious 
court in al-Man$iira. In 1925 he provoked a 
vehement discussion on the caliphate with his 
thesis al-lsliim wa-u,yul al-~zukm (an attack on 
theological arguments for secular power), and 
was dismissed from all his official positions. 
He later became minister of Waqfs and a 
member of the Arab Language Academy. He 
contributed essays and mticles on social life to 
the reformist review al-Sufur. 

Further reading 

Hourani, A. Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age, 
London (1970), 183-92. 

Rosenthal, E.J., Islam in the Modern Nation State, 
Cambridge (1965), 85-102. 

al-'Talf'a (November 1971), 90-160. 
E.C.M. DE MOOR 

~ Abd ai-Raziq, Mw?lafa 
(1885-1947) 

Egyptian writer and man of letters, son of 
I:Iasan 'Abd al-Raziq (one of the founders of 
al-]arida) and brother of 'Ali 'Abd ai-Raziq. 
After studying at ai-Azhar, where he was 
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'Th<1diyyet" lisantyla bahsedilebilir. 0 lisiln ise kesretin ve diger lisanlann hepsinin Ozerin­
dedir." Dolaytstyla, Diwlld-1 Kayseri. ibn Arabi'nin gorO~Ierini anlamak i<;in, <;ok yiiksek 
seviyeden bir ha!. makam ve dl't~Cmce yaptsma sahip olmak gerektigini vurgulamaktacllr. 

Makalemizi klsaca ozetleyecek olursak: ibn Arab1'nin "din" kavramma lugat ve IStl· 
lah hoyutunda yllkledigi anliltlilann hemen hernen geleneksel birikimle aynt paralellikte 
oldugunu soyleyebiliriz. Fabt 0 dine IStilah anlammda "vahdet-i vuclld" sistemine gore bir 
mimil verrnekte, dini de vahdeH v(icud merkezli olarak a<;tklamaktadtr. 

~; Y:oyseri. a g. e .. 11448. 

marlfe, yil. 1, say1. 3, s. 55-66 

HiLAFET KAR~ITI BiR Ki~i OLARAK 

ALi AJ3DURRAZIK VE KiTABI "el-iSLAM VE 
USULU'L-HUKM" UZERiNE 

BAZI MULAHAZALAR 

Mehmet Azimli' 

~ Abdurraztk'ln 1925 ytlmda yaymlacl1gt "islam ve Usulu'I-Hukrn" isimli kitabt' 
islam dunyasmda ozellikle de Mtstr'cla biiyOk bir tartt~rna meydana getirrni~tir. Halifeligin 
kaldtnlmastntn hernen akabinde meydiln<l gelen bu tilrtt~lllil sonraki ytllarda da uzun sOre 
devam etrni§tir. Ezher ulemast, kendisi de bir Ezher'li oliln Ali Abdurrilztk ve kitabma sert 
bir §ekilde cevap verip, yazan Ezher'den illilrak, alirnlik yctkisini elinden almt~ttr. Bu da 
tartt§malann daha da alevlenmesine ve uluslararast boyut kazanmasma sebep olmu§tur. 
c;:ah§manliZda yaz<mn hayatt ve kitabt hilkkmclaki tartt~malarcbn bahsettikten sonra kitabt­
nl k1saca degerlendirmeye <;alt!iacagrz. 

A. ALi ABDURRAZIK: 

M1srr'1n Said bolgesindeki Minye kasabasmda koklii bir ailenin <;ocugu olarak 
H. 1300/M. 1888 ytltnda dogan Ali Abdurraztk, Kur'an-1 ezberledikten sonra \0 ya~mdayken 

Ezher Oniversitesi'ne intisab etmi~ ve ilk ogrenimine ba~lamt~t1r. 0 donemde Abduh 
Ezher'de ders veriyordu. Abduh aynt zamanda Ali Abdurraztk'm bnbas1n1n da arkada~lann­
dandt. Bu durum Ali Abdurraz1k'm claha sonra M1s1r'tn bir <;ok tantnmt~ alimiyle tan1~masrna 

vesile olacakttr. Orta ve yOksek ogrenimini de Ezi\er'de tamamlayan Abclurraztk, bunun 
yanmda bat1 tarzt bir egitirn almak i<;in yeni kurulan Mrstr(Kahire) Oniversitesine de devam 
etmi§tir. Buradaki yabanct hocalann clerslerine, bu dimleclen olmak Nallino'un edebiyat 
derslerine, Silnlillan<l'ntn tarih derslerine kilttlrnr~trr.' 

Yrd. Dot;. Dr. . Dicle Unlversilesillahiyot Fakiii!Poi. mehmetazimli(u·hotmail cam 
1 Ali AbduiiJZik. Islam''' Usu/u'/-Hukm. Bey rut. 1972 

' lnayet Hamil, Al'llfl Sivasi Dirjiiucrsiuiu Seuri. <;ev:llicabi Krrlang•<;. ist. 1991. 202 
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syriaque, introduit en arabe par le Coran, les auteurs arabes 
chretiens tireront l'adjectif tuwbawi ou tuwbani « bien­
heureux >>,que les anciens lexicographes musulmans n'enre­
gistreront pas clans leurs dictionnaires. 

Quant a la presence de ce mot etranger clans le Coran, elle 
ne doit pas nous etonner, car une tradition qui figure clans 
le recueil de Muslim 1 rapporte que Muhammad aurait 
declare : << L'islam a commence etranger [gharfb] et il rede­
viendra etranger, comme il a commence ; bienheureux 
soient done les etrangers (ja-tuwbd lil-ghurabii'). l) 

Me souvenant de l'etude particulierement eclairante sur 
le nom divin al-Rahman clans le Coran, que le Pere Jomier 
a donnee jadis clans les Melanges Louis Massignon, je suis 
heureux de lui offrir aujourd'hui cette modeste note sur un 
hapax coranique, en temoignage de mon admiration pour 
son reuvre islamologique et de mon respectueux 
attachement. 

1. MusLIM, SaMh, Le Caire, 1955-1956, t. I, p. 130. 
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L'ouvrage de 'Alf 'Abd al-Raziq, L'Islam et les fondements du 
pouvoir (1925), actuellement revendique par les tenants arabes de la 
lai'cite, est egalement un stimulant pour le philosophe, l'auteur ayant 
su tirer de la reflexion critique sur son statut de juge religieux des aspects 
alors ignores par la pensee arabe : notamment la mise au jour des 
presupposes de toute pensee et la constatation de l'autonomie du 
politique. 

Aussi bien lorsqu'il parut en 1925, a travers les diverses 
refutations dont il a ete l'objet, que jusqu'a nos jours clans 
les discussions qu'il suscite encore, l'ouvrage de 'Ali 'Abd 
al-Raziq L'Islam et les fondements du pouvoir 1 a ete per~u 
comme un pamphlet politique ruinant les bases institution­
nelles traditionnelles du monde musulman, ou comme une 
heresie religieuse remettant en cause l'idee du califat, idee 
admise de fa~on si generale qu'elle avait pris force de 
dogme, ou au contraire comme un essai humaniste 
precurseur de l'idee de lai:cite, mais non comme un texte 
ayant une portee philosophique. 

A cela plusieurs raisons. D'abord du fait de la redaction 
meme du livre. Essentiellement traditionnel dans son 
ecriture, il traduit bien la fa~on de penser d'un shaykh issu 
d'al-Azhar et devenu juge au tribunal islamique de 
Mansoura : nombreuses citations du Coran, du hadith et 
d'autorites religieuses; repetitions ; certaines formes 

1. Al-isldm wa usul al-hukm, cite d'apres !'edition de M. 'Amiira, 
Beyrouth, al-mu'asasat al-'arabiya li-1-diriisat wal-1-nashr, 1972 
(abrege : Islam). Il existe une traduction fran~aise recente, due a 
A. Filali-Ansary (Paris, La Decouverte, 1994 ; Casablanca, Le Fennec, 
1994). 
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Western sense. In Kerr's words, shura (consultation) became 'the hallmark of 
[Rida's] political theory ... in the fields of election, constitutional interpreta­
tion, administration, and legislation' (1966: 163, 172). 

Now, as it turned out, Rida assigned all of these functions to 'the people 
who bind and loose (ahl al-hall wa '1-'aqd)'. These notables or prominent 
citizens are not elected, just recognised. Rida equated them with 'the people 
(umma)' (Kerr 1966: 163) in the sense that their choices and decisions 
constitute the choices and decisions of the people. It was, on_ce again, partly by 
such. an equivalence between a self-selected representative body and the whole 
community that representative constitutionalism had started in Europe (Black 
1979: 184-7). But here Rida was obviously watering down the theory of popular 
sovereignty as ·stated by Islamic modernists, presumably because of the 
secularising tendencies of the Turkish National Assembly. 

Whom exactly he meant by 'the people who bind and loose' is problematic. 
Perhaps he meant acknowledged leaders of local communities whose decisions 
would automatically command respect (Kerr 1966: 161-3); that was one tradi­
tional meaning of the term. Sometimes he seems to be referring to 'ulama 
capable of exercising individual judgement (ijtihad) -in other words, Mujtahids. 
It is tempting here to see a parallel with Shi'ite thought: the 1reopening of 
ijtihad' could have given Sunni 'ulama the same status as Shi'ite Mujtahids. 
One of Rida's ambitions was to found a college for the training of such new 
religious scholars. In other words, he wanted to update religious structures and 
practices in order to implement traditional values more effectively in the 
modern world. And his constitutional views left open the possibility of direct 
participation by the 'ulama, or at least the better educated among them1 in 
social and political leadership. 

What was different about Rida seems to have been the revised relative 
weight given to European and Islamic traditions, namely his appeal to Islamic 
sources excluding1 or at least ignoring, Western influence. Once again, Islamic 
theory had something in common with Plato: Rida was advocating consti­
tutional rather than representative government. It is not surprising that he was 
read by 'the traditional elite and the educated or half-educated Muslim public' 
more than in governmental and Westernised circles (Gardet 1981: 350-1). 

'ABD AL-RAZIQ (1924-5) 

In 1925 Shaykh 'Ali 'Abd al-Raziq (1888-1966) published a response to Rida: 
Islam and the Bases of Government (al-Islam wa usul al-hukm).'6 Its appear­
ance set the tone for ensuing political debate in Egypt, the Arab world and 
Islam as a whole. 'Abd al-Raziq was also a disciple of 'Abduh; but he had 
studied at Oxford. He was, unlilze Rida, a senior member of al-Azhar University, 
an authoritative centre of Sunni Learning. 

'Abd al:Raziq's book :W<lS1 jlJ. a sense a justifi5:<l.tion of theTurlzi§h Revolu­
tion', defending the Turkish National Assembly's approach to the separation 
of religious and political authority, and the secular origin of the Caliphate. '' He­
sought to argue on the basis of Islamic texts that Muhammad did not set out to 
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establish a state and that Islam did not lay down any particular political 
system. Here 'we meet for the first time a consistent1 unequivocal theoretical 
assertion of the purely . and exclusively religious character of Islam' (E. · 
Rosenthal 1965: 86). In this, he was following the spirit of Western Biblical 
criticism, in the sense that he was prepared to countenance the possibility that 
prevailing tradition had radically misinterpreted its own sources. 'Abd al­
Raziq1s reply to Rida was that 1Islam has nothing to do with the Caliphate as 
the Muslims understand it'. The rules which the Prophet did lay down 
concerned only such things as prayer and fasting; and they were in fact rules 
appropriate for his particular culture, for people 1in a simple state with a 
natural government' (in E. Rosenthal 1965: 96, 98). He thus took the modernist 
argument- that the social norms of the Shari'a could be changed because they 
derived from specific historical circumstances - an important stage further. 
The Caliphate itself was the product of history, an institution of human rather 
than divine origin, a temporary convenience; and therefore a purely political 
office with no religious meaning or function. The universality of Islam lay not 
in its political structure but in its faith and religious guidance.'Abd al-Raziq's 
aim was1 nonetheless{ like that of all modernists and most reformers, to enable 
Islamic countries to develop politically so that they could 1Compete with other 
nations' on equal terms (E. Rosenthal 1965: 98-9). 

The conclusion is that constitutional forms can be remoulded from top to 
bottom. In political matters, we should be guided by reason and experience. 
1All political functions are left to us, our reason, its judgments and political 
principles. Religion ... neither commands nor forbids [such thingsL it simply 
leaves them to us so that in respect of them we have recourse to the laws of 
reason, the experience of nations and the rules of politics' (in E. Rosenthal 
196 5: 98 ). Muslims have 'absolute freedom to organize the state in accordance 
with [existing] intellectual, social and economic conditions' (in Binder 1988: 
131). 'Abd al-Raziq invoked again what we may call the 1autocratic' theory of 
Islamic history: despite their knowledge of Plato and Aristotle, Muslims had 
hitherto failed to develop political science, because the study of different 
constitutions would have constituted a threat to the power of their kings. 

'Abd al-Raziq's argument was interesting, and he made some remarkable 
observations about original Islam. He argued that the Prophet did have a 
special 1force (quwwa)' in order to enable him to carry out what was a unique 
mission. This force was, however1 peculiar to Muhammad; and - the crucial 
point - it was fundamentally different from the political power (hukm al­
salatin) ofa governor, king or sultan.'8 In Muhammad's case, it was not so 
much that politics was separate but that it was subsumed under a 'higher', 
'wider' power to 'rule over the affairs of body and spirit ... [and] the administra­
tion of this world and the hereafter' (in E. Rosenthal 1965: 1oo). This unique 
power of the Prophet was more effective than ordinary governmental power 
because it involved voluntary leadership rather than coercion. The rulings 
which he did make were not in the same category as the functions of a modern 
government. Political authority in the ordinary sense did appear in the Islamic 
community, but only after Muhammad, and it was not part of God's revelation. 
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les pages du magazine d' Al Azhar, et le dialogue pouvait 
devenir parfois virulent. On y decouvrait une tendance liberale, 
le plus souvent minoritaire, parfois reformiste, face a celle des 
conservateurs. Les oulemas s'opposaient sur le mode de lecture 
du texte religieux et d' intervention de la raison humaine sur 
la revelation divine. Pourtant, le debat sur !'interpretation des 
textes se fige<,it et reprenait les termes memes des questions 
posees clans la premiere moitie du xxe siecle a Al Azhar. 

Les annees vingt le probleme du califat 

L'affaire qui eclate en 1925 autour de l'ouvrage politique 
du cheikh 'Al1 'Abd al Raziq 1 enflamme la classe intellectuelle 
egyptienne et plus particulierement une opposition outree, issue 
du corps des oulemas. Les questions soulevees par 'All 'Abd 
al Raziq ont encore aujourd'hui fonction de reference. A 1' epoque, 
le cheikh Muhammad Khidr Husayn repond par une Refu­
tation 2 a 1' ouvrage de 'Al1 'Abd al Raziq, L' is lam et les 
fondements du pottvoir. Une annee avant la parution de l'ouvrage 
d'un autre azhari, Taha Husayn, les reactions de !'institution 
azharie inaugurent un type nouveau de pratique de la part des 
oulemas. L'areopage des grands oulemas engage une procedure 
contre 'Al1 'Abd al Raziq, l'exclut du corps des oulemas, lui 
retire le titre de 'Jlim, et lui interdit de pratiquer ses professions 
clans 1' enseignement et la judicature. 

'Al1 'Abd al Raziq fait du califat une institution detachee 
de tout fondement religieux, designee comme un pouvoir de 
fait, non· comme une construction legitimee par l'islam. La 
periode naissante de 1' islam est reprise comme un moment 

1. 'All 'Abd al Raziq est n'f"en 1888 a Abu Jirj, en Moyenne-Egypte 
clans une famille de notables et riches proprietaires terriens. Son pere est un 
des fondateurs du parti Umma puis un des leaders du parti des liberaux­
constitutionnels. Il obtient sa formation a Al Azhar, ou il w;oit le titre de 
'!ilim et se forme a la profession de q!idhf. Il entre aussi en contact avec 
l'universite moderne egyptienne et quelques orientalistes. Au moment de la 
parution de son ouvrage, son frere, Mustafa 'Abd al Raziq est Cheikh d'Al 
Azhar. 

2. Muhammad Khidr Husayn, Naqdh kit!ib a! islam wa ttstll a! httkm 
Le Caire, 1925. Cf., sur ce point, Jacques Berque, Egypte. lmperialisme e~ 
revolution, op. cit., p. 374-376. 
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historique ou la figure de la prophetic se mele intimement a 
celle de l'exercice d'un pouvoir temporel. L'auteur refuse de 
faire de 1' epoque des premiers califes un age d' or. Les oulemas 
ne peuvent accepter cette desacralisation de l'histoire religieuse 
et cette remise en cause des fondements de leurs enseignements, 
qui aboutissent a une vision la'ique du pouvoir politique en 
pays d'islam. 

Les clivages politiques viennent exacerber 1' opposition a la 
these du cheikh azhari. En mars 1924, le califat est aboli par 
le pouvoir nationaliste en Turquie, privant la communaute 
islamique d'un symbole lourd de sens, celui du dar a! islam, 
incarne clans !'institution califale. De plus, la monarchie elle­
meme, alors candidate a incarner les fonctions d'un califat 
centralise en Egypte, se sent visee par 1' O,).lvrage et profite de 
son alliance avec les oulemas pour men er' 'a bout 1' opposition 
a la these de 'Al1 'Abd al Raziq. La crise ouverte par 1' affaire 
de L'islam et les fondements dtt pouvoir retentit au niveau 
politique, en eliminant du gouvernement le parti des liberaux­
constitutionnels, auquel appartient la famille 'Abd al Raziq. 

La pensee la'ique du cheikh 'Abd al Raziq est alors repre­
sentee, par les docteurs de la loi allies au palais, comme la 
consequence de 1' influence des idees occidentales : celles qui 
font primer l'idee d'espace national avant celui de communaute 
islamique. La censure de 'Abd al Raziq, que son appartenance 
a la famille du Grand Imam aurait du a 1' epoque proteger, 
montre une institution religieuse jalouse de ses prerogatives et 
de son monopole en termes d' interpretation, qui, poussee par 
des acteurs exterieurs, en 1' occurrence le palais auquel elle est 
alliee, use des instruments de !'exclusion pour se doter d'un 
corps d'hommes de religion homogene par la pensee. 

Ce n'est d'ailleurs pas toujounl"'d'eux-memes que les hommes 
officiels d'Al Azhar decouvrent les ouvrages qu'ils doivent 
corriger ou contredire. Ils leur sont en general designes par des 
membres exterieurs a leur institution. 

Le 30 mai 1926, le jeune cheikh Hasanayn, etudiant a 
l'universite d'Al Azhar, accuse, aupres du procureur general, 
Taha Husayn d'avoir ecrit un livre intitule De la poesie jahilite, 
qui «accuse le Coran d'histoires mensongeres ». Sa lettre ne 
passe pas inaper~ue, puisque, le 5 juin 1926, le Cheikh d'Al 
Azhar fait parvenir au procureur general la decision prise par 
les oulemas sur ce meme ouvrage : Al Azhar demande offi-
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the paramount importance of education. He placed all his hopes in the 
fundamental goodness and rationality of mrm and tnlsted human nature 
and intelligence, If men are ~nlightened and left free to follow the light of 
reason, he affirmed, the obstacle§ to progress put up by superRtitio~1 and 
tyranny will l'lutornatically disapJ1ear and a happy state of society will 
emerge. The differences that exist between nations and individuals a~·e due 
to differences in education: men are born ignorant but not stupid. 

In the same '.vay as education was linked with the problem of the family, 
Lutfi associated it with what he called the "end of the ends" -the indepen­
dence of Egypt. Lutfi was convinced that Egypt needed above all else a 
collective consciousness. The first aim of education must therefore be to 
lessen the natural differences between individuals and increase the points 
of contact between them. There was only one path to real progress in 
Egypt-the path of the gradual development of new habits and new quali­
ties of character. 

Lutfi was primarily interested in politics. His most important work in 
this sphere was clarifying the ideas of Egyptian nationalism, political lib­
erty, and constitutionalism. Since his ideas on the latter two subjects have 
been touched upon above, we will confine our short survey here to Lufti's 
views on Egyptian nationalism. 

A series of five articles that Lutfi began in Al-Jarida in March 1907, 
under the general title of "Nationalism in Egypt," gives a fairly compre­
hensive idea of these views, pa,rticularly if they are coupled with his later 
writings on the subject. Lutfi's first assumption in this respect was that 
there was a separate Egyptian nation. He was opposed to the Pan-Islamic 
Ottoman sultan and the Turko-Egyptian khedive as being as foreign to 
Egypt as the British occupier. He admitted that religion was an element in 
the building of a nation, "But I emphatically reject the suggestion that 
religion is a suitable basis for political action in the twentieth century; our 
nationalism must rest on our interests and not on our beliefs." 

It was inconceivable to Lutfi that an Egyptian Muslim should prefer the 
interests of Turkey to his own. The Egyptian, he maintained, was a distinct 
individual. He belonged to a race with its own peculiar characteristics, 
some acquired and some inborn. Regional traditions, intermarriage, and 
the community of interests that sprang from them had produced a particu­
lar nation. "They are all the sons of this land, whether they are brown or 
white. Most of us realize that we are a nation in our own right, and it is 
only the deluded few who would rather be Pharaonic, Arabs, Turks, or 
Circassians," he wrote. 
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Egypt in the Wake of Modemism I 43 

Lutfi was a severe critic of both Pan-Islamists and pro-Turkish national~ 
ists. He considered them dangerous because they engaged the public's mind 
with considerations irrelevant to the progress of the cmmtry. Indeed, he 
tended to attack them more than he attacked the British. He believed that 
Oriental despotism and theocratic ideas were a greater menace to the growth 
of the Egyptian nation than was the British occupation, which by its very 
nature was only temporary. Like Mill and Locke, he believed that liberty 
was an essential attribute of human beings. For a man to give up his liberty 
was to give up life itself. Although his liberalism was of purely Wester~ 
extraction, in expounding it to his fellow countrymen he made use of his 
own interpretation of Egyptian history. "We cannot have all the liberties 
enjoyed by Americans or Englishmen or Frenchmen at present," he wrote 
in 1914. "But if we cannot attain all of what we want, it is reasonable to 
want what we can attain. We must do away with personal rule ... · When 
a government assumes the task ~f thinking on behalf of its citizens and 
installs its institutions as barriers between men and their passions-both 
harmful and harmless-it kills in them the sense of responsibility for their 

actions. " 22 

The Crisis Erupts: 'Ali 'Abd al-Raziq and Taha Husain 

The Egyptian historian and scholar Ahmad Amin (r886-r954·), t~e gre~t 
chronicler of Islamic history and thought and an original thinker in his 
own right, once remarked that "modern education in the East has made 
the Muslims ashamed, in their heart of hearts, of being Muslims; it has 
made Muslim reformers ashamed of the mission of religion." Indeed, the 
inheritors of the modernist movement in Islam have been an unhappy lot 
in yet another sense. Seldom were the sins of the fathers visited on their 
sons so consistently as they were in the case of the first Islamic reformists. 
These reformists, with Muhammad 'Abduh in the lead, had formulated 
two main principles. The first narrowed and restricted the confines of what 
was to be considered revelation; the second was the assertion that revela­
tion could not be in contradiction with reason. 

What happened in Egypt during the three decades following 'Abduh's 
death was that the intellectual leaders tried to exploit these two principles 
to their logical limit without pausing to see where that was leading them. 
Thus, the point was bound to be reached where reason came up against 
the limitations inherent in 'Abduh's two principles, however liberally these 

might be interpreted. 
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