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1 Introduction

In the second half of the twentieth century, three scholars dominated the ideological
and theological debates in Salafi and Wahhidbi circles. Those are: ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Baz
{d. 1999/1420), who was the second state raufti of Saudi Arabia and the first leading
Wahhabi scholar wha did not belong to the Al ash-Shaykh family; Nasir ad-Din al-
Alhani (d. 1999/1420), who managed to become the highest authority in hadith studies
11 his death and who influenced the theological discourse around hadith in Saudi
Arabia and beyond 1l bis death; and Mubamwiad b. $alih al-Gthaymin (d. 2001/1421,
also known as lbn ‘Uthaymin), whe has become the most acknowledged authority in
" g ) .. matiers of ereed and Islamic jurisprudence.
mADDE ?ﬁﬂ%@%i}\?\%@%mw The present article will take a look inte his Tafsir al-Qur'dn which was and still is
s . SONRAGELEN DCK {jiﬁ% AN  compiled by the In ‘Uthaymin Foundation. The Foundation, which was established
. P2, : by Tbn ‘Tthaymin's sons and students, goes through multiple recordings of lessons
Vol. 5: Contemporary QI.IZ‘ anic Hermeneutics that Ibn ‘Uthaymin specifically dedicated to the interpretation of the Qur'an or lessons
that contain among other interpretations of the Qur'in. Though Ion Uthaymin's prin-
e ciples and methods ih interpreting the Qur'an generally follow those of Taqi 4-DIn
Edited b}[ Ahraad h. Taymiyya (d. 1328/728), his explanation reflects the cuttural, social, and reli-
Georges Tamer gious context of Saudi Arabia in the secend half of the twentieth century.
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2 Life and Work

About seven years after the death of Mubammad b. $alih al-“Uthaymin, the religious
Saudi TV-Channel al-Majd broadcasted a documentary program about the life of the
Wahhahi scholar including interviews of his students, friends, and family membezs,
The producer of this episode of the series called Huyat Insdn decided to open the epi-
sode with 2 quotation of a tale that was widely spread in Wahhhi circles;
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~[astimat A& man saw In his dream Ibn Tayrlyya passing him a luminary while he was on s way to the
L mosque. After the man weke up, he visited a dream reader who told him that a child wilt be
orn for him who Is going te be a leading religious scholar. Hoping that the prophecy becomes
true, the man named his first born §ak Although Salih was a fust and pious man he did not
become a religicus scholar. However, his son Muhammad {Ibn ‘Uthaymin] happened to be the
fulfiilment of this prophecy.
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. 1 This episode was broadcasied en 16.11.2008 under the title “Hayat al-fadila al-allima Muhammad
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