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ZAHID KEVSERI

1 YUKSEL CAYIROGLU, Zahid el-Kevseri ve fikih diisiincesi, Marmara Universitesi, Yiiksek Lisans, 2008

2 MEHMET ZAHIT UNVER, Son dénem bir Osmanl Alimi M. Zahid Kevseri'nin ehl-i siinnet algisi ve
mezheplere bakisl, Sakarya Universitesi, Yiksek Lisans, 2011
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Ezher’de Hadis flimlerinin Thyast'
M. Zahid el—Kelfggziu

Yrd. Dog. Dr. Harun Resit DEMIREL
Yiiziincii Y1l Universitesi Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi
harunresit @yyu.edu.tr

Ozet

Kevserd, bu makalesini Ezher Universitesi Rektorii Profesér Mustafa
Abdu’r-Razik’m iniversitede hadis bilim dalinda ne gibi eserlerin okutulmas:
ve nasil bir metot uygulanmas1 gerektifine dair kendisinden ricast ﬁzering
kaleme almistir. Kevseri’nin ne denli hadis ilimlerine Vuku-ﬁyetini gostermesi
agismdan énemli olan bu makale, ayni zamanda giiniimiiz Jlahiyat Fakﬁl'gelerl
hadis ana bilim dalinda Y.Lisans ve Doktora programlarinda istifade
edilebilecegini diisiinerek onun ilgili ¢aligmasimni terctime ettik.

Anahtar Kelimeler: hadis, Y .Lisans, Doktora, metot

Revitahization Of The Sciences Of Hadith In Al-Azhar

Abstract
Al-Kavsari writed this article with the request of Mustafa Abd al-Razik,
President of al-Azhar, about the sources and the methodology to follow in the
sub-department of hadith. It shows his learnedness in the sciences of hadith
and T traslated it to Turkish so that the students of master and doctorate

benefit from it
Keywords: Hadith, master, doctorate, methodology

Sunu biliyoruz ki yiice istat hazretleri® -Allah onu gﬁglendirgip—
Ezher-i Serif’te hadis ve hadis ilimlerinin 6greniminin ilerlemesi i¢in
dzel bir gayret sarf ediyor.

! Bu makale miellifin vefatindan sonra &grencisi Hayri Bey tarafindan
basilan ve MakdlGtu’l- Kevseri olarak isimlendirilen eserinin (565-577)
sayfalari arasinda yer almaktadir. Terciime, eserin 1372 tarihli Kahire L.
baskisi dikkate almarak yapilmgtir,
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- Son devir Osmanl; limiye Teskilatinin yetistirdigi miimtaz sahsiyetlerden
biri ‘olan el-Keuvseri'nin sahsi ve ilmi kisiligi konu edinilmektedir. Eserleri ve
fikirleri iizerinde durulup, buradan hareketle Islgmi ilimler sahasimdaki yeri tespite
calzszlmaktad:r. El-Kevseri'nin biitiin yonleri ile tanitimini esas alan bu inceleme,

baslica bes ana boliimden tesekkiil etmektedir,

1. Boliim: Yasadif1 dénem areliginda, Islam dleminin siyasi, fikri ve kiiltiirel

bakimdan degerlendirilmesini icermektedir.

2. Boliim: Hayating isleyen boliimdiir. Tirkiye ve Misir dénemi olmak lizere

iki kisimda ele alinnusgtr.

3. Bolim: Nmi sahsiyetini konu edinen boliimdiir. Hocalart, talebeleri, eser-

leri ve gesitli yonleri ile el-Kevserinin ilmi kigiligi ortaye konmaktad,r.

4. Boliim: Tefsir, Hadis, Fikih ve Kelgm ilmindeki miitalaalart konu edinilip,
ilgili sahalardaki degerlendirmeleri tesbite calisiimaktadir. Bilhassa Hadis ilmine
dair ¢aligmalart ve haberlerin tahlilinde esas aldig prensipler etraflica izaha ¢ali-

silmak tadur.

5. Bolim: Sonu¢ bélimiidiir. Burada Oncelikle el-Kevseri'nin ilmi yonii
itibari ile genel bir degerlendirmesi yapumis, incelemelerinde esas aldigr "ARl-
lik, Nedensellik ve zaman zaman Idealden hareket'” gibi hususlar tesbite ¢caligil-
nustir. Ilgi alanlarindan hareketle, Islami ilimlerin muhtelif dallaring déir inceleme

basliklar: tesbit edilmigtir.
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Hadis Tetkikleri Dergisi (HID) , & b, . 4 , Isteniou) 2008 | ss. 21 - 225.

216

Abdu{lah Aydsnly: Sayin hocam, Biz de bu temenni ve dualara istirak ediyo-
Tiz. quzs Tetkikleri Dergisi adina bizimle bu miilakat: yaptiginiz icin tesekkiir-
lerimizi sunuyoruz. Cendb-1 Allah sa‘yinizi meskiir, amelinizi makbal eylesin.

Dases

Sempozyum-Konferans/Symposium-Conference/ ot o5 50—l 55

Uluslararas: Diizceli M. Zahid Kevseri
Sempozyumu, Efteni Oteli Konferans

Salonlar,
24-25 Kasim 2007, Golyaka, DUZCE

Son ddénem Osmanli Alimlerinden seyhiilistim vekili Muhammed Zahid
Kevseri Sakarya Universitesi [lahiyat Fakiiltesi ve Diizce Belediyesi tarafindan
organize edilen ve Tiirkiye'nin yam sira Misir, Cezayir, Fas, Liibnan, Pakistan,
Suudi Arabistan, Katar, Urdiin ve Ingiltere’den ilim adamlarinin katildig: ulus-
lararast bir sempozyumla anild:. Kastamonulu Hasan Hilmi Efendi’'den zahiri
ve batini ilimleri alan Kevseri, sempozyum boyunca uzun uzun tartigilacak
olan ilmi etkinlikleri kadar siyasi anlamda Islam ilkelerini sémuriilmekten
kurtarmak diigiincesiyle de 6nemli faaliyetlerde bulundu. Kisiligini sekillendi-
ren tasavvufi, ilmi, siyasi ve itimél yonleriyle ok sayida caligmaya konu edi-
len Zahidii'l-Kevseri ve eserleri, biitin bu yonleriyle sempozyumda tebligci ve
miizdkereciler tarafindan genis bicimde miizakereye konu teskil etti.

Ozellikle Diizce hallanin yogun ilgi gosterdigi sempozyumu, yurdun degi-
sik illerinden gelen ilim adamlarimn yam sira Kevseri’nin yagayan en énemli
talebelerinden Emin Sarag Hocaefendi ve Dr. Muzaffer Ozcanoglu da takip
etti. Ehlince bilindigi iizere, Kevseri bir sempozyumia ilk defa, ulusal diizeyde
olmak tizere, yine Diizce’de merhum Prof. Dr. Mahmud Esad Cosan
Hocaefendinin énciiliginde (9-10 Arabk 1935) diizenlenmisti. Bu ikinci
sempozyumda de, bastaki agilis ve sondaki degerlendirme ile birlikte on ii¢
oturum ve otuz iki tebligde Kevseri Islami ilimler acisindan muhtelif yonleriyle
tetkike konu edildi.

Sempozyumun acilisinda SAU lahiyat Fakiiltesi Dekam Prof. Dr. Ali Erbas
ile Diizce Universitesi Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi dekani Prof. Dr. Mustafa Kepez
birer konusma yaptilar. Sayin Erbas konugmasinda, hocalarin hocasi M. Zahid
Kevseri'yi dgretmenler giiniinde anmay: uygun gordiiklerini ifade edip, mede-
niyetlerin ilerleyip gerilemesinin, ilim adamlarina verilen degerle dogru oranti-
11 oldugunu belirterek, Kevseri'nin uluslar aras: séhreti bulunan bir alim olma-
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164/ Yrd, Dog. Dr. Serhan Alkan ISPIRLI———— EKEV AKADEMI DERGISI

Dostum kdfir géziin tigi degerse diigmene
Ask meydaninda bir muhkem cerréhattiir bana (Hayreti) &

Bi-tekelliif astk-1 divineyem Ceuri gibi
Kasr-1 sdhi kise-i virdne yek-sandur bana (Ceuri)

“Biitiin divan siiri isledigi duygu ve konulara toplu olarak bakilinca goriillecedi
gibi ask konusu tizerine kurulmustur. Ask temi aradan kaldinlacak olsa hemen bii-
tiin divanlar bosalir; geriye kaside, terci ve terkib-i bendlerle, tarih manzumelerin-
den ibaret kiiciik bir yekiin kahr. Ayni zamanda sakiname ve hasbihal nev’inden ba-
z1 manzumeler aradan cikacagindan kasideler bile sayica azalacak, kasideler tegaz-

ziil kistmlarni da kaybedecektir. Bu takdirde tamami denecek derecede ask etrafin- .

da dénen gazellerle birlikte musammatlarin da hepsi divanlardan ¢ekilmis olacak-
tir."18

Divan siirinin beyit biitiinligiine dayandig: dogru. Ancak hemen hemen biitiin
beyitler birbiri ile yek ahenk. Hatta vezinleri, konulari, redifleri, kafiyeleri... ayni ol-
dugu siirece yek ahenk... Ciinkii divan siirinin ana konusu, temeli agk... Divan si-
iri bash basina yek ahenk... Ciinkii divan siirinin ana konusu, temeli ask... Divan
siiri baslt basina yek ahenk...

Genelde divan siirini asktan ibaret sayip, birimde gazeli 6zellikle agk, tabiat, ka-
din giizelligini ifade eden siirler olarak ele ahp sonra da ahenk olarak isimlendiri-
len, konu birligi (bitiin birligi) olan ve olmayan gazellerden bahsetmenin ne kadar
dogru olacaginmn tereddiidii icerisindeyim.

18) TD.V.LA, IX,s. 415.

0. 173,

EKEV AKADEMI DERGISI c. 1 sy. 4 (May:s 1999/ 165 = |35 -

MUHAMMED ZAHID el-KEVSERI’'NIN TEFSIiRLE iLGiLi
BAZI MAKALELERININ MUHTEVA TANITIMI

Omer KARA (¥)

Bu ¢ahisma, Muhammed Zahid el-Kevseri'nin ¢esitli konularda yazmis oldugu
makalelerinin bir araya getirildigi “Makalatu’l-Kevseri”, (Kahire, 1372) adh
eserden tefsirle ilgili bazi makalelerinin tanitimini konu almaktadir. Bu makalelerin
muhtevalar kisaca verilecek, Kevseri’'nin her konuya bakisi - bizim yorumumuz
miimkiin mertebe katilmadan - netlestirilmeye caligilacaktir. Kevseri'nin bu kitapta
tefsirle ilgili yazrms oldugu makalelerin bazilar: sunlardir:

1- “Mesahifu’l-Emsadr ve Izemu Indyetu hazi-hi’l-Umme bi’l-Kur'ani’l-Kerim
fi Cemi’i’l-Edvar” (s. 3-17)

2- “Ma hiye el-Ehrufii’s-Seb’a” (s. 18-25)

3- “Bid’atu’s-Savtiyye havle’l-Kur’dn” (s. 26-30)

4- “Ka’bu’l-Ahbar ve Israiliyyét” (s. 31-35)

5- “Inkaru Nuzali [sé aleyhisselam ve lkraru Akideti’t-Tecsim” (s. 280-1)

6- “Meseletii’l-Hulad” (s. 365-7)

7- “Mtiellifu Rahu’l-Beydn fi Tefsiri’l-Kur’an” (s. 482-6)

Simdi bu makalelerin kisaca tanitimin yapalim.

1- “Mesahifu’l-Emsar ve Izemu Inavetu hazi-hi’l-Umme bi'l-
Kur’ani’l-Kerim fi Cemi’i’l-Edvar”, Mecelletii'l-Islam, s. 11, 25, 26, 1357.

Islam Beldelerine Gonderilen Mushaflar ve Bu Ummetin Her
Asirda Kur’an’a Gésterdigi Biiviik IThtimam

Kevseri, bu makalesinde genel olarak tarihi seyri icinde immetin Kur'an'a gos-
terdigi ihtimami, onun ezberlenmesi, tedrisi, 6grenimi, arastinlmas: konusuna ver-
digi ehemmiyeti ele almaktadir. Bu ¢alisma, 15 sahifeden olusup eserin ilk maka-
lesidir.

* Yiizincii Yil Universitesi llahiyat Fakiiltesi Aragtirma Gorevlist
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334 Prof. Dr. Muhammed Selimel-Avva / Dr. Alllhfan PALA

Bu meseleyi detayl olarak cevaplandirmak istemiyorum. Fakat, okuyu-
cunun dikkatini, isldm ceza hukuku sisteminin uygulanmasmin pek cok islam
tilkesinde cogu kimsenin optimist bir sekilde diigiindiigiinden daha hizli olarak
geri dénmiis olduguna cekmek istiyorum. Kurulusundan bugiine kadar biitiin
alanlarda uygulanan bir kanun olarak Hanbeli Mezhebi uygulamasmin kesintiye
ugramadigi Suudi Arabistan’in yani sira, su anda Libya, Sudan, Pakistan, iran ve
Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri'nden her biri Islam ceza hukukunun tamamen veya
kismen uygulandig: iilkeler listesinde yer almaktadir, Bu iilkelerin her birinde
Islam ceza hukukunun bir veya daha fazla bélimii uygulanmaktadir, Misir ve
Ruveyt'te ise genel olarak islam hukukunun uygulanmasina ydnelik giinbegiin
artan talep cercevesinde ceza hukukunun uygulanmast igin bilfiil hazirlanmus bir
takim hukuki projeler ysniinde ciddi caligmalar mevcuttur. Herhalde islam diin-
yasimn yasadigi bu realite, Coulson ve Islam hukuku iizerinde galisan bagka
aragtirmacilar;, Miishimanlarn —kendi toplumlarindaki geligmeler ig18inda- Is-
lam hukukunun uygulanabilirligini ne 6lciide hissettiklerine iligkin gériiglerinj
yeniden gbzden gegirmeye bir cagn niteligi tagimaktadir.

Boylece Coulson’un islam hukuk sistemine iligkin aragtirmalarindaki me-
toduna dair calismamizin sonuna geldik. Bu calismanin hakikat ve ilim taliplile-
rine, oryantalizm ve oryantalistlerin cabalartyla ilgilenenlere yararl olmasini
umarim.

Son duamiz sudur: “Hamd alemlerin Rabbi olan Allah (c.c)’adsr.”

S s e

islam Hukuky Arastirmalan Dergisi, sv.5, 2005, 5.335-340 KO“' il
S

H A~k

IMAM KEVSERI

Muhammed EB(J ZEHRA™

Gev. Nizameddin JBRAHIMOGLU™

L.Miisliimanlar, yaklasik bir yildan fazla bir zaman énce, diinya hayatinin
kétiliiklerinden sakinarak ruhlarim yiicelten, miiminlerin Allah’a ibadete yonel-
digi gibi itme ydnelen islam alimlerinden birini kaybetmigtir. Zira o, ilmin ibadet-
lerden biri oldugunu ve alimin bilgisiyle, bagkasinin rizasin degil, Allah’'in riza-
sint kazanmak istedigini, yeryiiziinde prestij saglamak, fesat cikarmak, makam
ve mevkilerin giiciinii kullanmak gibi gayeler giitmedigini, bilgisini diinyalik
menfaatler elde etmek icin kullanmadigini, ancak Allah'mn (c.c) razismi kazan-
mak icin, ilmiyle hakki destekledigini biliyordu. iste imam Kevseri béyle bir zat
idi. Allah rahmet eylesin ve Allah ondan razi olsun.

Kanaatimce bu yillarda vefat eden alimlerin hig birinin yeri Kevseri'nin ye-
rinin bog kaldig1 gibi bos kalmamugtir. Ciinkii o, ilmi gecim Kapist veya herhangi
bir amaca ulagmak i¢in bir basamak olarak kullanmayan, aksine onu en iistiin
amag ve hayal ettikleri en yiice makam olarak goren Selef-i Salihin’in gliniimiiz-
deki bir temsilcisiydi. Zaten dini ilimlerin Otesinde, ne miiminin elde etmeyi
amaglayacagi bir gaye, ne de alimin ulagacag bir hedef vardir.

Kevseri “Alimler peygamberlerin varisleridir” séziiniin kendisinde gercek-
lestigi bir alimdi. O, bu varisligi, kendisiyle dviinecegi ve insanlara tepeden bak-
masint saglayacak bir onur olarak gbrmiiyordu. Aksine islam dininin yayilmasi,
gerceklerinin agklanmas:, dinin éziine yonelik siiphelerin yok edilmesi, onun
insanlara agik, net ve berrak bir gekilde sunulmasi, béylece onlarn dinin 15181na
yonelmeleri ve karanlikta bu 1sikla yollarimi bulmalar ugrunda kutsal bir miica-
dele olarak degerlendiriyordu. Bu varislik, alime, peygamberlerin miicadele ettigi
gibi, miicadele etme, onlarin {iziintii ve stkintilara sabrettikleri gibi sabretme ve
dogru yola davet ettikleri kigilerden cektikleri gibi sikintilara ugrama sorumhi-
luklarim yiikler. Bu varislik ancak geregini ifade etmis gérevini bilip hakkiyla
yerine getirmis olanlar icin bir sereftir. Imam Kevseri de béyle bir zat idi.

2.Bu Bilyiik imam, ne yeni bir mezhep kurmug ne de daha énce ornegi bu-
lunmayan yepyeni bir davanin davetcisi olmustur. Giiniimiizde halkin reformcu
diye nitelediklerinden biri asia olmadig1 gibi, onlardan daima uzak durmugtur.

* Bu makale, imam Kevserinin /Akdkil hak bi-ibtali'l-batl fi mugf.s\'i'l—hkzlk adli eserinin giriginde (Medine
1988, $.3-10) yayimlanmustir. M. Zahid el- Kevseri 1952 tarihinde vefat etmig, elinizdeki makale ise onun
**vefanndan yaklagik bir yil sonra yazilmugtir.

Kahire Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi Dekan; (6.1974).
Hdoh . .
Okutman., Gazi Univ. Nahiyat Fak., e-mail: nizamettin955@hotmail.com
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TURKIYE'DE CAMILERIN GRUPLANDIRIIMASI,
SINIFLANDIRILMASI VE GOREVLI THTIYACLARININ
BELIRLENMESINE YONELIK BIR CALISMA

A Study to ascertain groups and categories of mosques, and number of
imams and muezzins are needed in mosques n Turkey

Ahmet ONAY
77-121

7ZIYA GORALPIN TURK DIN SOSYOLOJISI

GELENEGINE KATKILARI
Ziya Gokalp’s Contributions to The Turkihs Sociology of Religion
Tradition
A, Faruk KILIC “
v
123-141 SN

arastirma notlar

IMLASINDA SAPKALT A (A) KULLANILMADIGINDA.
ANLAMI DEGISEN ARAPCA ASTLLI TURKCE KELIMELER
Hamza ERMIS

143162

_ DINiBIREYLESME:
HOSGORD EGITIMINE K ARSI YENI MEYDAN OKUMALAR

Friedrich SCHHWEITZER
Cev. Recep KAYMAKCAN - Tuncay AESOZ

163-176

v
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HZ. ISA’NIN VEFATL REFT VE NUZOLU BAGLAMINDA
M. ZAHID KEVSERI'NIN (280024)
[LGILI KUR’AN AYETLERINE YAKLASIMI®

Mubammed AYDINT

M. Zahid Al-Kevsexi’s Interpretation of the Qur'anic Verses Related to the
Death of Jesus, His Ascension to the Heavens and His Second Coming

This article deals with Zahid al-Kevseri’s approach to the verses concerning the death,
ascension and second coming of the Prophet Jesus. In this context the author aims to
discuss whether his comments or those of certain moderm commentators are more av-
thentic> Their comments are analyzed and evaluated in the light of the Quran in ac-
cordance with scholarly methods.

Key words: Qur'an, Jesus, death, ascension, second coming

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kur'an, Hz. Tsa, vefat, ref’/yukastya kaldwma ve niizfll

Giris
Muhammed Zahid Kevsedd (5.1952), Tslimi limler sahasinda son devrn
en meghur &limlerinden hitisidir, O, hadis ve filuh gibi cesitli limlerde teba-
riiz ettigi gibi Kur'an ilimlerinde:de ve dzelliide tefsir ilminde otorite sayil-
mas: gereken limlerdendir.

Kevserh, Hz. Tsa (a.5)mn vefaty, ref’i/ yitkseltilmesi/kaldirimas: ve izt
i ile flglli itirazlara cevap vermek igin miistakil bir calisrna yapmugtir, Bu
calisma “Ahirerten Once Hz. Tsa (a.s)'nn Niiz{liinti Inkar Edenin Iddiala-

Bu makale, Sakarya Universitesi flahiyar Faliltesi ve Diizce Belediyesi tarafindan 24-25
Kasin 2007 taihleri arasmda Diizee'de tertip edilen “Ulnshrarast Diizeeli M. Zahid
Kevsert Sempozyumu'nda sunulin “M. Zahid Kevserd'ye Gore He. isa’nun Vefats, Ref'i
Ve Niizhli fle Teili Ayetlerin Yorumu” baghkly bildin metninin bazi tashihlerle birlikte
gzden gegirilerek gelistirilmig halidir. .

Dog.Dr., Sakarya U. flahiyat F. Tefsir Anabilim Dal: Ogretim {iyesi,
muhammed@salarya.edur



- ;
// ,//,/f’%

317377 ,/,/x{ z;/ v””uf’g/ dean /)/?/] Y /Aff //Af v/ 14'}%

s

74/7//e /Z//f/ /%/ﬂi ”{,,éj’zf“féc-g {/‘;'ai«; ‘?7*

G sSl) aal) sana alayl

Mu&r M(Uu-iwj.aj A5 ol Edaleall gl g

Cjﬂj L)}M Cret ¢ Rog )| A.JJA)Y\ Mﬁ‘-} t;l:‘"“ La,S\ (8 o wb>;

id 4y coﬁ.«Lb agmmy il cla, bwu.ul.w goledl a3 Lu.n‘?"
aslaf cJ..e_u Lt,.SS wlib ob Lles (indl e U SIS Ls.bf chJ old
S (S e ol B ‘W@H«M‘ﬂwﬁ‘uﬁ“w
S e Vi Cw\l o}k;e By caw Sy Bl e D e
oo O (il e BN D s b Lt s gl
I Lo 2l (Sl 056 OF el T Tae < G B drel B Jx
s o Rl Bl GBI L g8y ey VAYS T jme B s
ST By el 3ol 55 St clei way eI Caaldll Qo
Gele 3 sV Y1 Ol ¥ dalsy Ok o Ll e OF UL 0 51
GHT 0T ealp LSV SL Tamy el pll e ol Send kb
wBly pddl e JB L b Ll o e 3 V1 D) 1l Y LG
OF i yoy 3Ty el b o I 2 108y (0 155 30 cpdb Y1 s sdoms
Ll s
el 3 g sUlall s et J..L-L-I Sl L3 Candy ol oo
O ey = all a5 G Dole Wi citor b o all U1 1A,
ol a U L sl e oy Dem, ) s Jelr ot e
caslatall B age 5 5,801 Tl ool 1055 o2 LS slem JJ1 ast

-y -149

£ 08 Lhyy olaadly K8 o Eatdl 3 (s L 3T ) reds
of }oaj S b gadl e S5 13 £ :r.a;T J (gdel Eoud
Tellse Cavas

‘UJ&J u.” p.cJme GLSJLJ slaall w.b-dur..;\wﬂub_)\ ua\L;\.C«
cefjtyawuwg}osﬁ Adﬁwww‘}ew}uwbs\wﬂ
R omrkgm.x?}e cd e wld JI g,&)L.uj cojx:..Ub uaS\VJ,e
JJYJ cuum J"JL‘*S(.SJK‘*' Ja-).uﬂ c.f\ L» J»")M QL>- djm} M.sb)
B b JE el By clasday Gl douY B3] ol o O
Lfé Juu.“ Bv\?«d-; ('5 (.C.SLQ AL&&H 3)},&} ngi.:; EJM OU_)}».;’ Lg.f) (.)L:?'-‘S”
Hgaddas s (5 S5 (G,

KPR WOt TRyt SRS I P S PO Y

}g.éjx.w c(ﬁ); (PI-FYRNE JUVINE P 1 Slae e AT el oda Bl

lge me B ol 15y 8L amea g (35 (s 05 ST OF
Y,

* 3k

~TYY -



@ Mehmet Emin OZAFSAR*

BIYOGRAFI

*Dr.
Ankara Uni.
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Hadis Bim.

1. Ebu Zehre,
el-imam el-Kevsert,
Ihkaku'l-Hak'n Mu-

kaddimesi, s. 3.

2. el-imam el-
Kevseri, s. 26-27.

Muhammed Zahid el-Kevseri’nin J

B

Yetismesinde Guimiishanevi

KiSILIGi VE KAREKTERI
5 o~ Uhammed Zahid el-Kevseri, on-
ll  dokuzuncu asrn son geyreginde
| - diinyaya gelmis ve 20. asrin orta-

. ¥ A larinda vefat etmigtir. (1926-
1371 /1879-1952) Bir diinya imparatorlufunun
ylkﬂmasma ramak kala, sahip oldugu ilmd, fik-
1, siyasi ve kiiltiirel birikimini hazmetmis ve
bu imparatorlugun egitiminden sorumlu Siy-
hu'Hslam Vekilligi'me (Ders vekili) kadar yiik-
selmigtir.

Aldigy egitim ve terbiye, tahsil ettigi eserler
ve hayati boyunca ortaya koydugu ilmi mesai
onun ilmi kariyerinin ne kadar ytiksek oldu-
guna en agrk delildir. Stiphe-
siz béyle bir kariyerin tegek-

Muhammed Zahid

Dergahi’nin Katkisi

{isuna layik goriilmiistiir.

Kevseri'nin hayati incelendiginde onun
her bakimdan miistesna bir sahsiyet oldugu
hemen goriiliir. O, ilim, irfan ve edeb timsali -
bir sahsiyettir. Kendisini yakinen taniyan her-
kes bunu itiraf etmistir. Muhammed Ebu Zeh-
re bunlardan bir tanesidir. S6yle der:

.. Son yillarda vefat edip de yeri dolduru-

lamayacak bir gahsiyet varsa, o da, Muham-
med Zahid El-Kevser?’dir. Zira o, ilmi rnzik ve-
silesi ya da herhangi bir gayeye ulagiimasinda
vasita yapmayan selefi salihinin son temsilcile-
rindendir....”®

Bu kabil tanrkliklar ¢oktur. Zahid Efendi
biiylik bir ilim adarmi olma-

kiliinde farkli etkenler amil el-Kevseri, ondokuzuncu raktere sahip bir edep adanu-

‘_nun yaninda, ¢ok yiiksek ka- )

olmustur. Herseyden evvel
aile ortarm ilmi bir ortamdir.
Daha, ailesi Kafkasya’da iken
bile babasiun ¢ok sayida tale-
besi vardi Hatta, Osmani
topraklarma bu talebeleri ile

birlikte hicret etmigtir. Iskan-

ettikleri Diizce’de babasmm
banisi oldugu kdyde caminin
yanibagina medrese yine ba-
bast tarafindan insa edilmis-
tir. Bu medresedeki hava el-
bette Kevseri'nin sahsiyetinin
olusumunda etkili olmugtur.
Cocuklugunda memleke-
tinin ileri gelen simalanindan
okumus, onlarmn rahle- ted-
rislerinden gegmigtir. Takri-
ben onbes yasinda Istanbul’a

* gitmis ve Kachasker Hasan

asrin son ¢eyreginde

dir. Talebelerinden- Ahmet

diinyaya gelmis ve gHayri sunlan séyliyor:
20. asrin ortalarinda \*1” Orflhnm dgflh?fflﬁlfagamhfsf;
vefat etmistir. (1926~ 510 00 e M08 e
1371/1879-1952) rinde olanlarm diinyaya ta-
Bir dinya mahtan kagamadiklary, . hele
imparatorlugunun fakr-u zaruret igerisinde’

yikilmasina ramak kalg,

sahlp oldugu ilm?, fikad,

siyasi ve kultirel

birikimini hazmetmis ve

bu imparatorlugun
egitiminden sorumlu

Siyhu’l-islam Vekilligi'ne

(Ders vekili) kadar
yikselmistir.

olanlar i¢in bu isin imkansiz
gibi gorildiigli su zamanda,
Allah adeta bu imkansizhg1
_parcalayip atmak istercesine
bize, eli darda ve fakat (iffet
timsali birini) gdstermistir ki,
iste 0 Zahid Efendi’'dir’®
Ahmed Hayri'nin Zahid
Efendi ile nasi! kargilagti§im
anlattify su satirlar bize onun
essiz karekteri hakkinda da-
ha da aydmlatia bilgi ver-

Efendi Daru’l Hadisi'ne intisap etmistir. Fatih
medresesinde zamanm 6nde gelen hocalarn-

da okumustur. Ve nihayet buradan mezun
olup, bir komisyon tarafindan yapilan imtihan
neticesinde Ser’i, edebi ve akli ilimlerin tama-
munda ders okutmaya ehil olduguna dair ica-
zete hak kazanmugtir. Istanbul miiderrisligi ru-

<

\\\‘\m Ne- gqnq¥} wa:(«é’ , Mb—/{—@n;m/v& 7335?’ g .95-9§%.

mektedir:

“Onunla, merhum el-Hanc'nin kitap diik-
kaninda karsilagtm. Zahid Efendi, Hancr'ya
onun kendisinden talep ettigi ticretten ¢ok da-
ha fazlasim vermek istiyor ve kabul etrnesi igin
de 1srar ediyordu. Bu arada da; ‘Bu kitap sizin
soylediginiz fiyattan ¢ok daha fazla eder. Oysa
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SON DONEM OSMANLI TEFSiR TARIHINDEN
BAZI PORTRELER I

Dr. Mistafa OZEL'

(Some Figures of Quranic Commentary in The Late Ottoman
Period) )

In the XIX. century, in Ottoman State, by the effect of west, many
developments and reforms were occured in different fields. In

education, new schools were opened, lecturers and scholars were ‘
appointed for every science. This was very important development in -+ 77
teaching Islamic sciences. Before, in a madrasa, a scholar was teaching s
every subject. <
In this paper, it was tried to introduce the scholars which taught tafsir. '
&3
Anahtar Terimler =

Osmanh, Tefsir, Tarih

*Bir ilim daliyla ilgili aigma yapmadan Snce onun tarihi ve y6ntemler1
hakkinda genel bilgi sahibi olmak kagiilmazdir, islam tarihinin gesit-
1i ddnemlerinde, fstami ilimlerin gesitli dallarinda bu konuda farklr ve -
degerli galigmalann yapildif bilinmektedir. Bunlar devam etmektedir.
Islam flimleri tarihi ile ilgili olarak onceki donemlerde yapilan calig-

malar, genellikle sahislar hakkindaki biyografik eserlerdir. Bunlar go- :
gunlukla tabakit genel baghgim tagirlar. Bu kitaplarda herhangi bir
sahada, Ornegin tefsir, eser vermis bilginlerin hayatlanmn yer aldi1;.

goriilmektedir.

* DEU llahiyat Meslek Yuksekokulu.
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TDV Islam Arastirmalar:i Merkezi Kiitliphanesi

922.973

HAS.F Haseni, Seyyid Alevi b. Abbas b. Abdilaziz Maliki .
\ WY’ Fihristii‘g-giyuh ve'l-esanid / Seyyid Alevi b. Abbas b. Abdiilaziz
Maliki Haseni ; cem’a ve tertib Seyyid Muhammed b. Alevi b. Abbas

el-Maliki. - [y.y. : y.y.], 2003/1423.
326 5. ; 24 cm.
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Muhammed Zahid el-Kevserinin
eserleri ve ilim ve dunyasina tesirler

Artik bundan sonra, bizim akademik cevrelerimizin de kendi
tlkemizin yetistirdigi degerli ilim erbabinin galigmalarina da-
ha yakin bir ilgi gosterecegini Gmid ediyorum.

Ahmet Turan Arsian

ilindigi gibi, asnmuzda (lkemizin ye-

tistirdigi ilim adamlarindan biri de

Muhammed Zahid el-Kevseri (1296-

1371 h./1879-1952 m.Ydir. O, Tiirki-

ye'deyken gesitli medreselerde mii-
derrislikk yapmug ve nihayet “Ders Vekili" olarak
tayin edilmigti. Osmanli déneminde ileri gelen
miiderrisler arasindan segilen ders vekilleri Sey-
hiilislam'a vekaleten medreselerdeki dgretim ve
Sgrenci iglerini yonetirler ve aynca onun yerine
Sultan 1. Bayezid Medresesi'nde ders okutur-
lardi. Bu itibarla daha Tiirkiye'den aynimadan
Snce yiiksek seviyeli medreselerdeki miiderrisli-
& ve yapug: ilmi ¢alismalar Zahid Efendi’ye
hakli bir itibar kazandirmusgh.

15 Agustos 1336 (1926) tarihinde Ders Ve-
kili olan Kevseri, {uihad ve Terakkicilerin bazi
tasarruflarina karg: ¢ikug igin bu gorevden azla-
dilmis ve 13 Rebiulevvel 1341 (3 Kasim
1922)de de vataruns terke mecbur kalip Misira
hicret etmistir.'

Msir'a gitmeden icazet verdigi talebelerinin
yiizlere ulastigs bildirilen® Zahidu'l-Kevseri, hicret
ettikten sonra da ogrenci yetigtirmeye ve ilmi
calismalarina devam etmistir.

Tiirkiye'deyken talebelerine icazetini adet
oldugu iizere elle yazilmug olarak veren Hoca-
miz Misir'da kendisinden icazet almak isteyenle-
rin artmasi ve bu konuda kolaylk saglanmasi
maksadiyla icazetini "et-Tahriru'l-Veciz fima
Yebtegihi'l-Miisteciz" adiyla bastrmusur (Ka-
hire. Matbaatu'l-Envar, 1360 h., 47 sayfa)? Ica-
zet verdigi kimselerin ¢ogu Misirh olmakla bir-
likte, Yemen, Hindistan, Pakistan, Endonezya,
Malezya, Fas, Irak ve Suriye gibi muhtelif tilke-
lerden pek gok ilim erbabina da icazet vermistir.
Yukarida adi gecen icazetini 300 adet bastirdig
ve bittigi bildirildigine gore (Bkz. et-Tahrir, E-
bu Gudde Nesgri, takdim yazisi), Kevseri'nin ica-
zet verdigi kimselerin sayisinin 300'den ¢ok faz-
la oldugunu séylememiz miibalaga olmaz san-
nm.

Zahid el-Kevseri'den icazet alan kimseler-
den ilgili kaynaklarda isimleri yazili olanlar di-
sinda sahsen tesbit edebildiklerimi de zikretme-
min bu babda faydali olacags kanaatindeyim:

1- Abdiilhamid eg-Simi el-Kiitiibi el-

Musri: Halen, (15. 04. 1995) Malezya'da Ulusla-
rarast Islam Universitesinde ogretim iiyesi ola-
rak gorev yapan ve aslen Bagdath olan Dr.
Necm Abdurrahman Halef'in ifadesine gore, bu
zat Zahidu'l-Kevseri'den icazet almug ve bu ica-
zetnameye istinaden de Dr. Necm'e icazet ver-
mis ve takriben 1978'de vefat etmistir,

2- Halen, Malezya'da Cohor Eyaleti
Miiftiisii olan Ahmed Avang Hiiseyin: 27.
09. 1995 tarihinde Muftiiliik'te ziyaret ettigimde,
kendisi Ezher'de talebeyken Zahidii'l-
Kevseri'nin de ders meclisinde bulundugunu ve
ondan icazet aldigini soyledi. icazeti gostermek
istedi, fakat gozlerindeki rahatsizhik sebebiyle
bulmak zordu. Ancak ben Zahidii'l-Kevseriden
bahsedince, yiiziine bir seving hali geldi ve he-
men masasiun ¢ekmecesinden Zahid Efen-
di'nin nesrettigi eserlerden “et-Tabsir fi'd-Din
ve Temyizi'l-Firkati’n-Naciye..." (Kahire,
Matbaatu'l-Envar, 1359 h./1940 m.)'yi ¢ikarip
gosterdi.

3- Singapur'da goriigtiigiim (20. 09.
1995) Mekkeli alim muhterem Dr. Seyyid
Muhammed b. Alevi el-Maliki de babasinin,
Zahidu'l-Kevseri'den icazet aldigint ve kendisini-
n. babasimun hocalan arasinda Kevseri'nin terce-
me-i halini yazdiginu soyledi.

Burada ayrica kaydetmeliyim ki, Kevseri*
den icazet almig olanlardan merhum Alasonyal
Haci Cemal (Ogiit) Efendi (vefau 28 Mart
1966) nin kiz# Hikmet Hanimefendi. babasinin
Zahid Efendi'den aldig icazetin Cemil Molla'nin
kitaplar arasinda kaldigimi, onun vefatindan
sonra da varislerinin bulamadiklann soyledikle-
rini bize anlatrugtir,

Yaptigs ilmi cahsmalardan Zahidu'l-Kevse-
ri'nin ilimdeki iistiinliigd, ihatah kitabiyat bilgisi
ve ufkunun genigligi belli olmaktadir.!

Zahidiil-Kevseri'nin eserlerinin Msir, Suri-
ye ve Pakistan'da tekrar tekrar basiimalan ve
hatta Singapur'da goristiigiim Endonezyah al-
im Seyyid Hamid el-Attar'in da memleketinde
negretmek maksadiyla benden Zahidi'l-
Kevseri'nin eserlerini istemesi diinya ilim gevre-
lerinde kazandig sohretin delilleri olsa gerektir.
Yine Kevserinin sahsiyeti ve eserlerini ilmi ola-
rak incelemek iizere Urdiin Universitesinde iki

*Dog. Dr.
Marmara
Universites!
llahlyat Fakiittes -

~_Dipnotlar___

" 1- Sadik Albay-’
rak, Son Devir Os-
manl Ulemasi, |s-
tanbul, 1981, IV,
137-8; Muhammed
Zahid el-Kevseri, -
Hanefi Fikhinin
Esaslari, (Ceviren- .
ler Dog. Dr. Abddi-

_kadir Sener, Dr. M.

Cemal Sofuodlu),
Ankara, 1982, s, 6.

2- Yusuf Es'ad ©

DAgir, Masédiru’'d-
Dirdséti’'l-Edebly-
ye, Bayrut, 1972, '~
i (lkinci Kisim),

- 1094,

3- Bu icazetna-
me Kevser'nin v
mimtaz talebelerin-
den Abdulfettah E-
bu Gudde tarafin-
dan dipnotlar ve -

‘daha 6nce verilen -

ikl icazetnamede
ilave edilerek tekrar

" negrediimigtir (Ha- .

leb, 1413 h./ 1993
m.).. o
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Die wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen sollen ideell und materiell zu der
“ sozialen Probleme beitragen. Es lohnt sich nicht wenn man eine Forschung
nur zur Befriedigung einer intellektuellen Neugier schafft.

The Profile of A Classical
Ottoman Scholar:

Von diesem Standpunkt aus betrachten wir auch die islamische Studien, ndm-
lich sie sollen die seelische und korperliche Probleme der Menschheit
Lésungsvorschlige machen.

Die islamische Studien sind heutzutage von grofler Bedeutung, Weil: (« . . °

Manche Leute haben gegen Islam infolge der Unwissenheit Vorurteile, die Z a'hld Ef endl—) HIS Ca'reer Gf
von den hochqualifizierten islamischen Gelehrten abzubauen sind. . '

Die islamisch theologische Ausbildung kostet viel Zeit und erfordert etliche KHO W Iedg & J a'nd HIS SUH
Voraussetzungen: Nach der Grundkenntnisse der Islamwissenschaften soll ein 1* g2 1

Student Arabisch und eine von der europdischen Sprache gut beherrschen. Persona lt‘y

AuBerdem soll ein Islamforscher dic aktuelle Probleme auskennen, damit er
aus Koran un Sumna zu dieser Probleme entsprechende Losungen herausho-
len kann.

Mehmet Emin OZAFSAR, Prof. Dr.
Ankara University, The Faculty of Divinity
Die Zeitshrift Journal of Islamic Research bezweckt in Europa zu richtigen ozafsar@hotmail.com + czafsar@gmail.com
Verstdndnis des Islams beizutragen
Wir bedanken uns herzlich bei alle Autoren fiir ihre freundliche Beitrige
' The XIXth century is accepted to be the longest century of the Ottoman Empire.
The reformation movements having been started in the military and technical
areas in the beginning of the century, were also carried to the juridical areas in
the middle of the century and in the second half to the educational field and
entering the last quarter to the political area. Such concepts like Nizam-i Cedid
“ (new order), the Reorganization (Tanzimat), the Reforms (Islahat) and the
Constitution I (Meshrutiyet), summarize the longest century of the Ottoman
Empire. Ottoman Empire was at the parting of the ways in all the areas. The tra-
dition of Madrasa (academia), that started with Murat IT and reached to its sum-
mit with Mehmet II (The Conqueror ) and Suleiman (The Magnificient), was
also under debate; and for the first time in the history of the Devlet-1 Aliyye, The
Darw’] Funun that caused to the binary system in education was founded.! The
m@ first quarter of the XXth century had been a period of time that the whole cor-
90 Wik 1 { porations of the state were under debate to the utmost. In the second half of the
‘ XXt century the number of the people that breathed the atmosphere of The
Ottoman literature, culture, education, arts, politics and military had decreased
rapidly to a grade that they could be counted on one’s fingers. Today, now it is
impossible to coincide with a person who represents the Ottoman Human Type.
There is the unique chance of observing and knowing it only through the books.
In this work the profile of a classical scholar (alim) that is a product of the tra-
dition of the Madrasa lasted for centuries will be talked about.2 By this Mehmet
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yerde karsilastigimiz kisileri isledigi eserlerinde mizah yam
agir basar. Cesitli gazete ve dergilerde giillmece tiiriinde
yazilar1 yayimlanmistir. 1982 yilinda Miijdat Gezen'le bir-
likte GUM (Giildiirii  Uretim Merkezi) ni kurarak gildiira
yazar ve cizerleriyle birlikte caligmalar yapmstir. GUM
Ekibi  cesitli gazetelerde giinlik giilmece sayfalan
hazirlarken, Kandemir Konduk ile birlikte “Beyoglu
Beyoglu" adh miizikli oyunu da kaleme almigtir. Onbeg tane
tiyatro oyunu sergﬂenen Konduk'un en bilinen tiyatro oyun-
larindan bazilar1 "Yiizsiiz Ziihtii", "Dok Igzm Rahatla”, "Delz
Deli Tepeli”, Insanlzgm Liizumu Yok", "Yasaklar”, "Suna
Buna Dokunduk adll eserleridir. Bunlar Altan Erbulak-
Metin Serezli Cevre Tiyatrosunda ve Metin Akpinar De-
vekusu Kabare Tiyatrosu'nda sahneye konmuglar ve biiyiik
begeni ile kargilanmiglardir.

Kandemir Konduk'un, gazete ve dergilerdeki
yazilarindan ba§ka bugiine dek il gilmece oykiileri, biri
an1 ve ikisi siir olmak tizere alt1 kitabi yayinlanmistir.
Tirkiye'nin en eski TV yazarlarindan biri olup, 1971 yalinda
TRT televizyonunda bagladigtr TV yazarhigam giiniimiizde de
baganyla siirdiirmektedir. Pek¢ok ske¢, parodi, program
yazan Konduk'un halka malolmus bulunan ve en bilinen te-
levizyon dizileri ise “Perihan Abla", "Ana” ve "Mahallenin
Muhtarlari"dir. Ginimiizde de Istanbul Feneryolu'nda
olugturdugu "Komik Ajans"da ekibiyle birlikte senaryo
caligmalarini siirdiirmektedir.

Seyit Kemal Karaalioglu: Resimli Tirk Edebiyatcilar Sézliigi. S.
329. Inkilap ve Aka Yayinevi, Istanbul 1982.
Turkiye'yi Giildiiren Cerkes. Yeni Kafkasya (Aylik Siyasi Miistakil

Gazete)Sayx 26. Ekim 1994
Seler £-BER2E6
K—&%,J(,u\s 91 WUl gZ’@MRS ( noﬁ@\

; :\JML ¢ A‘Y‘ e
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MUHAMMED ZAHID EL-KEVSERI

Cerkes din bilgini, egitimeci, toplum adami ve yazar.
Guser adli bir Adige ailesindendir. Babasinin adi Hasan
Hilmi'dir. 1880 ylhnda Diizce' ye bagh Calicuma koyiinde
dogdu. 1k ve orta 6grenimini Diizce'de yaptiktan sonra
Istanbul'a giderek Dar'ilhadis Medresesi'ne yerlesti ve Fatih
dersidmlarindan Eginli Ibrahim Hakla Efendi ve Alasonyal -
Ali Zeynelabidin Efendi'lerden dini ve arabi ilimler okuyarak -
icazet ve diploma aldi. 1907 yilinda yapilan imtiham ka-
zanarak ders vekili oldu. Dagistanli Mustafa Azmi Efendi,
Ahiskalhh Ahmed Esad Efendi ve Tosyal: Ismail Ziihdii Efen-
dilerden kurulu bir heyet huzurunda dersidmlik imtihanin:
kazandi. Bir siire Fatih Camii'nde miiderrislik yaparak
1913'de Istanbul Miiderrisligi riitbesine ulagtr. Bu siire
icinde Darugsafaka'da da Arap¢a dersleri veriyordu.
Darfiilfinun'da (Istanbul Universitesi) fikih ve fikih tarihi
(Islam Hukuku ve Hukuk Tarihi) okutmak icin acilan im-
tihani kazanmis olmasina karsin Ittihad ve Terakki
hiikkiimetinin haksiz bir tasarrufuyla buraya atamas
yapimadi ve bu sirada Kastamonu'da agilan yeni bir med-
reseyi faaliyete gegirmekle gérevlendirildi. Ug yil sonra istifa
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77 OZAFSAR, Mehmet Emin. The profile of a classical
+. oitoman scholar: Zahid Efendi, his career of knowledge,
" and his Sufi personality. /slam Aragtermalars. Jaurnal
Q_u af Islamic Research (Islamistische Universheit van
Y Europa), 21 (2009) pp.5-23. {Bora in lstanbul but
AN lived most of his life in Cairo, 4.1952 aged 75 having
%/0 published a number of classical fexts.]
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Claude Gilliot, “Textes Arabes Anciens Fdités en Egypte au Cours des
Annéés 2004-2006” MIDEO (Melanges Institut Dominicain des Etudes

~ .

Orientales), vol. XXVIII, 2010 Cairo. pp. 295-542..

)
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224. AL-KAWTHART (M. Zahid al-Hanafi), Safait al-burbin ‘ali safabit al-‘udwin,
Le Caire, al-Maktaba al-azhariyya (Min Turath al-Kawthaii, 41),-s.d. (d. 2006);
16,5x23,5 cm., 65 p.

T

Dans ce pamphlet polémique intitulé: Les sonufflets de ] argumentation en réponse aux
Conps de rapidre de Uagression, le Cheikh-Kawthar (m. 1371/1952) répondait 4 un article
du salafiste Muhibb al-Din al-Khatib (m. 1389/1969), qu'il nomme «al-kitib al-adib
[lui refus:ir;t ainsi la qualité de savant &s sciences religicuses] al-Muhibb b. a. al-Fath
al-Khatib», paru dans le périodique al-Zahrz.

Ce texte a été édité en 1348/1929 par Péleve de Kawthar qu’était Husim al-Din
al-Qudst (M. Husim al-Din b. M. Shaqiq, 1903-79; ltmim al-Alim, 230), Damas,
Matb. al-Taraqqi, 54 p., 24 cm. [IpEo: 9-422-13a].

Ce méme libelle vient d’étre réédité avec des annotation de H. b. "A. al-Saqqaf,
Amman, Dar al-Imim al-Nawawi, 1425/2006, 74 p. [IDEO: 9-731/7-5].
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Journal of Islamic Studies 31:2 (2020) pp. 226-255
&  DISPATCHES FROM CAIRO TO INDIA:
£ EDITORS, PUBLISHING HOUSES, AND-
= A REPUBLIC OF LETTERS

AHMAD KHAN*
American University in Cairo

INTRODUCTION

On 3 February 1952 (8 Jumada 1, 1371), a final letter was dispatched

. from the compact and bustling neighbourhood of al-‘Abbasiyya in Cairo
to Karachi, Pakistan, bringing to an end fourteen years of intimate
correspondence.

The complete deterioration of my health prevents me from corresponding any
further with you... After all, every beginning has an end. My spirit is with
you, praying for every goodness for you. Peace unto you, and upon you God’s
mercy and His blessings. o
mmad Zahid 2t Kawthati
This letter marked the closing of an important, though neglected, chap-
ter in the history of the Islamic world in the twentieth century. The
neglect can be measured by the fact that, to my knowledge, neither of
the two correspondents, Muhammad Zzhid al-Kawthari (d. 1952) and
Muhammad Yisuf al-Binniiri (d. 1977), has been the subject of an aca-
demic monograph or journal article in Westetn scholarship. This short-
coming cannot be unconnected to a second fact, that the scholarly labour
of these two towering scholars of the twentieth century was spent in the

Your brother, ]

*Much of the research for this article would not have been possible without the
generosity of Saud al-Sarhan and his first-rate edition of al-KawtharT’s letters
to al-Binniirt. I should like to thank Ahmed El Shamsy for his comments on an
earlier version of this article and this Journal’s anonymous reviewers for their
helpful suggestions.

1 Muhammad Zzhid al-Kawthari, Rasa’il al-Imam Mubammad Zahid al-
Kawthari il al-“Allama Mubammad Yiisuf al-Binniiri, fi al-sanawat min 1358 H
baita 1371 i (ed. Sa“ad b. Silih al-Sarhan; Amman: Dar al-Fath, 2013), 222.

© The Author(s) (2020). Published by Oxford University Press on behalf of the Oxford Centre for
Islamic Studies. All rights reserved. For permissions, please email: journals.pgrmissions@oup.com
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.way of a profession that has attracted little interest among Western

scholars; namely, the editing of medieval manuscripts in the Middle
East and beyond in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.?

This article argues for the presence of a vigorous republic of letters
stretching from Cairo to Karachi and beyond. I define ‘republic of letters’
as constituting a transregional community of scholars committed to
philological and scholarly activities and using the medium of letter-
writing to advance their understanding of pre-modern history, texts,
and ideas. The republic of letters does not, in my employment of the
phrase, denote an argument about enlightenment, renaissance, or moral
progress. In distinguishing between a republic of letters and larger intel-
lectual trends such as the Enlightenrment, I follow recent scholarship on
early modern Europe that has demonstrated that these two phenomena
were distinct from one another.® This places me at odds with recent
publications in the field of medieval and early modern Islamic history
that connect the republic of letters to some kind of intellectual enlight-
enment.* The republic of letters I study consisted of men who hailed
from very diverging social, ideological, and educational backgrounds.

2 Tobeclear, I am speaking of a dearth of scholarship with respect to the study of
editors {(musabbibin and mubaqqiqin) and not publishing houses and printing
presses, about which there exists a strong tradition of Arabophone scholarship.
As for the world of editors, important progress is being made. See Kathryn A.
Schwartz, “The political economy of private printing in Cairo as told from a com-
missioning deal turned sout, 1871°, International Journal for Middle East Studies,
49 (2017): 25-45. Ahmed El Shamsy is currently writing a study on the printing of
medieval Islamic classics.

3 1 am aware of the historiographical debates surrounding the ‘republic of
letters’ in early modern Europe. However, it is my explicit aim in this study to
read developments in the Middle Eastern and Islamic world on their own terms.
On the republic of letters in early modern Europe, see Anthony Grafton, ‘A sketch
map of a lost continent: The republic of letters’ in Grafton, Worlds Made by Words:
Scholarship and Community in the Modern West (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 2009), 9-34; L. W. B. Brockliss, Calvet’s Web: Enlighterment
and the Republic of Letters in Eighteenth-Century France (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2002); Dirk van Miert, “What was the Republic of Letters? A brief
introduction to a long history (1417-2008)’, Growiek, 204/5 (2014): 269—87; Peter
N. Miller, Peiresc’s Europe: Learning and Virtue in the Seventeenth Century (New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2000).

4 Muhsin J. al-Musawi, The Medieval Islamic Republic of Letters: Arabic
Knowledge Construction (Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press,
2015). Al-Musawi’s fascinating and rich study interprets the republic of letters
more loosely than I do. My investigation focuses on letter-writing between editors
in the Middle East and Indian subcontinent as a2 medium to generate knowledge,
philological and otherwise, about medieval manuscripts, their authors, and the
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The Late Ottomans’ Impact on Modern ,
Islamic Thought 7 6 Ekim 2023

AADDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN
SONRA GELEN DOK{MAN

SUMMARY OF AKIF

This study has taken three Ottoman Turkish Mauslim thinkers on the cusp of
critical debates in Islamic thought in the early to mid-twentieth century and
analysed them in terms of the changing functions of the "alim and the
intellectual, the transformation from chari'a state to nation-state, and the
gathering of public activities - political, economic, intellectual, social, etc. -
into national domains of operation. It traced their engagement with those
questions from their experience of the Ottoman state's final years to their
exile in Egypt during the Turkish republic’s radical phase. These "ulama’-
intellectuals wrestled with both external aiid internal challenges of desta®
bilisation of the Islamic tradition and re-ordering . of its instimtions,
Mehmed AKif seized the opportunity presented by the end of Hamidian
restrictions on public debate to bring the modernist thought of Muhammad
‘Abduh into the Ottoman Turkish sphere and, like Igb3l, craft a contem-
porary Islamic discourse comparable to Enlightenment humanistic thought
in an Qttoman Turkish language at once national and Islamic. Akif’s
national-linguistic focus limited his influence among Egyptian peers but

helped establish him as the Late Ottoman intellectual of choeice for the

Islamic movement which gathered force in Turkish political and social.
ife in the later twentieth century. Ahmed Muhiddin provided an early
recognition of Akif’s Turkish Islamism in his study of the Late Ol:tom'an
Kulturbewegung, describing his thought as‘a microcosm of the new Turkish
world" and noting the intersections between nationalist and religious___

1 Muhiddin, Moder: Titrkikte, 58.
Luo~2-6 8

i

AN

Summary t_)f Alkif, Sabri, and Kevseri’s Work 241

reform thinking (rerurn to Ur-Istam, simplified shari‘a, free ijtibad),> and
biographer Mehmer Emin Erigirgil, who served as a government minister in
the 1940s, was similarly prescient in noting social and educational paraliels
between Akif and Ziya Gékalp — their origins on the imperial periphery,
losing fathers at a young age, a desire to merge Islamic and Western
knowledge — that help explain the evolution of Akif as an alternarive
intellecmal representative of modern Turkey.? Critical here was Akif’s act
of resistance — his exile in Egypt and refusal to hand over a superlative
Turkish. Qur’an ~ which set him apart from. most cthers in the Islamic
reform fold, who were ca-opted into working with the secular nationalist
regime.*

The divergence in thinking between Akif and Goékalp is, however,
instructive about the trajectory of the republic, even if some of its reforms
would have been disconcerting ta Gékalp too had he lived to see them.”
While Akif read Ibn ‘Arabi and his theory of divine archetypes in terms of
encouraging human agency, Gokalp first tried to establish Sufi thought as
an equal to European philosophical idealism (what he called mefkairecilik),
with the archetypes re-fashioned as the clements (ideals/niefkitreler) of
reality that human perception can never grasp,® and then fashioned it as
integral to Turkish natonalism in his major work Tiirkgfiliigiin Esaslar:

2 Ibid,, 114-17.

3 There appears to have been a mutual respect - Gokalp said of ALI, *don’t compare him to

this or that, hé's something complétely different’ — but Akif apparently rejected an effort by

“Talat Pasa to effect a reconciliation between them, saying: “This dispute didn’t emerge from

personal issues thar we could quickly fix by meeting’ (Erisicgil, Islamer bir Sairin Roman,

189-201). See Erigirgil's. Gtkalp biegraphy, Bir Fikir Adarnisime Rontam: Ziya Gékalp

{Istanbul; Remzi Kitabevi, 1984}, 71-82,

For example, Semsettin Giinalray, a colleagne of Akif who published Zidmetten Nura in

1913, worked on 4 commission formed in 1928 that recommended Tirkicising prayer

ritualy . Serif Mardin, Refigion and Social Change in Modern Turkey; The Case of

Beditizzaman “Said Nursi (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1989), 144,

Zulmetten Nura, for which Akif wrote a preface of praise, extols Htihad and

condemns fatalism.

On Gakalp as the prime influence on Kemalism: Taha Parla, The Social and Political

Thought of Ziya Gékalp, 1876-1924 (Leiden: Brill, 1983), and on Mustafa Kemal’s influ-
ences Hanioglu, Atatitrk, 12959, See also Alp Eren Topal, ‘Against Influence: Ziya Gakalp
in Context and Teadition,’ Jowrsal of Islamic Studies 28:3 (2017): 283-310; Markus
Dressler, ‘Rereading Ziya Gokalp: Secularism and Reform of the Islamic Stte in the Late
Young: Tirk Period,” IMES, 47/3 (2015): 511-31; and M. Sait Ozecvarh, ‘Reading
Dutkheim through Ottoman Lenses: Interpreeations of Costomary Law, Religion, and
Society by the Scheol of Gokalp,’ Modern Intellectual History, 14/2 (2017): 393-419.

¢ Tevhk Sedat (peeudonym), ‘Muhyiddind Arabi', Geng Kalemler, 2/4 (1912), 61-4, in
Makaleler I, Ziya Gokalp (Ankara: Kailtir Bakanhigs, 1981), 14-20.

-
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Appendix 2: Chronological List of
Articles (by Original Publication Date)
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Cited in this study:
‘Hawla Kalima Tu'za ila al-Suylifi Ghalatan [On Words Falsely

Artributed to al-Suyiil,’ al-Istim, 5/32, 9 October 1936 (Magalat, :

307-11).

‘Al-Hijra al-Nabawiyya [The Prophec’s Hijral,’ al-Islam, 6/1, 19 March -

1937 (Magalat, 383-6).

}-Lamadhhabiyya Qantarat al-Ladiniyya [Anti-Madhhabism, the
Bridge to Secularism],’ al-Islam, 6/40, 24 December 1937 (Magdlat,
129-36). o

“Tahdhir al-Umma min Du'dt al-Wathaniyya [Warning the Nation abott

Advocates of Paganism], al-Isiam, 8/19, 3 June 1939 (Magalat,

277-82).

Al-Azhar Qubayla ‘Idihi al-Alff [al-Azhar on the Eve of its 1000th
anniversaryl,” al-Islam, 10/30, 22 August 1941 (Magilat, 478-9).
“Al.Risala wa-t-Azhar [al-Risala and al-Azhar],’ al-Islam, 11/18, 22 May

1942 (Magalat, 317-21). .

‘Mansha’ Ilzam Ahl al-Dhimma bi-Shu‘ar Khiss wa-Fukm Talabbus al-

Muslim bihi ‘Ind al-Fugaha’ [Origin of Requiring Protected Subjects

to Self-Identify Through Attire and the Jurists’ Ruling on Muslims .

Wearing the Samel, al-Islam, 11/23, 26 June 1942 (Magalat,
219-27). )
‘Muhadatha Qadima Hawla al'Wagf al-Ahli [An Old Conversation

about Family Waqfs], al-Islam, 11/29, 7 August 1942 (Magqaldt, -

190-6).

Chronological List of Kevseri's Arricles 275

“Mazhar Jadid {1 al-Azhar al-Hadith - 2: al-'Aqida al-Mutawaritha wa-l-
Figh al-Mutawarith [A New Look for the Modern al-Ahzar - 2:
Inherited Belief and Inherited Law),’ al-Islam, 11/41, 6 November
1942 (Magaldt, 247-9). ‘

“Mazhar Jadid £ al-Azhar al-Hadith - 6: Nazar al-Mar’ ila Shar" Allzh
Mi‘yaru Dinihi {4 New Look for the Modern al-Azhar — 6: One’s
View of God's Law is the Measure of One’s Religion],’ al-Isldn, 11/
46, 12 November 1942 (Magalat, 233-8).

‘Thya" ‘Ulam al-Sunna fi al-Azhar [Reviving Sunni Sciences in al-Azhar],’
al-Sharq al-'Arabi, 1/43, 16 May 1947 (Magalat, 481-50).

“Kashf al-Ru‘Gs wa-Libs al-Na'al f1 al-Salah [Uncovering the Head and
Wearing Sandals During Prayer],” al-Sharg al-"Arabt, 1/45, 30 May
1947 (Magqalt, 165-80).

Other:

‘Al-Ishfaq ‘ala Ahkiam al-Taliq [Concern about the Divorce Laws],’ al-
Islam, 5/32, 30. October 1936 (not in Magalat).

‘Shar* Allah ff Nazar al-MuslimTn [God’s Law in the View of Muslims],’
al-Islam, 6/25, 3 September 1937 (Magalat, 96-101).

‘Miisannafat al-mam Abi Ja‘far al-Tahawi [The Compilations of Imim
Abd Ja‘far al-Tahawi),’ al-Islam, 6/34, 5 November 1937 (Magaldt,
408-13).

‘Al-Din al-Islamt wa-1-Ta'assub al-Madhhabt [Islam and Partisanship re

the Legal Schoolsl,’ al-Islam, 6/40, 24 December 1937 (not in
Magalat).

‘Hawla al-Lamadhhabiyya wa-Du'atiha ff Misr [On Anti-Madhhabism
and its Advocates in Egypt],” al-Islén, 6/42, 7 Jannary 1938 (not in
Magaldt).

‘Al-Hijra al-Nabawiyya, Fatahat ‘Ahd Jadid Fayyad [The Prophet’s Hijra
Opened a Bounteous New Eral,’ al-Islam, 7/3, 18 March 1938
(Magdalat, 376-8). o

“Yarjamat Katib Chalabi, Mu'allif Kashf al-Zunin ‘an As@mi Kutub wa-

" I-Funin [Katip Celebi, Author of The Removal of Doubt over the
MNames of Books and the Artsl, al-Islam, 7/4, 25 March 1938
(Magalat, 414-18).

‘Mawlid Khatim Rusul Allah, ‘alayhi Azk3 al-Salawdt [The Birthday of
the Seal of the Prophets, May the Purest of Prayers Be Upon Him],’
al-Islam, 7f11, 13 May 1938 (not in Magalat).
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212 Nation-State, Islamic Srate
citing only the Turkish republican experience as an example of the tyranny
of modernity unchecked by the moral edifice of shari‘a, His alarm about
the modern condition that arose in the West but spread globally as'a
universal value is expressed independently. | -

KENSERI'S UNDERSTANDING OF THE ISLAMIC TRADITION

Rather than Sabri’s old knowledge, Kevseri talks of a living tradition
across the Islamic sciences, and this difference in focus reflects the import-
ance he atraches to the notion of a heterogenous social order with equal *
room for the prescriptions of the law, explorations in kaldm, intellection -
of Sufi metaphysics, popular practices, etc. Sabri is first and foremost-a.
sustakallint defending largely unchanging statements of belief; there were .
limits to his acceprance of Sufi metaphysics, whereas Kevser, as his-
early work Irgham al-Mrid demonstrates, was very much a product of
Ottoman Sufi intellectual culture, This highlights an important point .
about how Kevseri understood Islamic faith as a tradition- transmitted
through scholars as much as it was truth preserved in foundational texts
thus, his extensive interest in the biographical genre of tabagdt literature .
and the deft interrextuality in his method of constant citation of previous’
writers’ work. 1% In Kevseri's description of the threat at hand he continu-
ally talks of the Islamic legal and theological structure as a living tradition. -

Kevseri’s Understanding of the Islamic Tradition 213
academe to critigue the objectified tradition from the outside, such that
they came to be called the turdthiyyin.}'® In Kevseri’s occasional use of
(urdth he intends a corpus of what he understands to be orthodox beliefs
and practices (sunna) under assault from an array of disruptive sects
revived from the past or innovated in the present.“9 For Kevseri the basic
principles of shari‘a stood as a regulating base-line for the governed and
the governing.'2® He argued at length against the maslaha and “urf advo-
cated by modernist reformers and for fugaha’ oversight of parliamentary
legislators dealing in positive law. (gawani wad'iyya).'*" But he was at
pains to stress the fallibility of mujtahids'™ and the flexibility of legal
reasoning within the shari'a system, Kevseri outlined a social, moral, and
political responsibility that the religious class have to the tradition they
represent and that produced them, such that they should neither ‘rigidly
hold to the past nor renounce it to please the atheists (aljumad ‘alid kull
qadnn wa-ld al-jubiid musayaratan li-l-mulbidin).'* For Muhammad
Rajab Al-Bayytimf {d. 2011), the editor of Mugaddimat al-Kawthar, this
made Kevseri the true ‘guardian of the Islamic tradition’ (@min al-turdth
al-islami).1** Kevseri feared not only that this tradition was losing its
complexity but the truth claims of those who appeared to be winning in

the battle to define it.1#®

It would be an exaggeration to understand Kevseri as the scholar who

" steps.outside. the tradition in the manner of al-JabirT and Arkoun while
. remaining a member of its elite corps of interpreters. However, Kevseri's

This is what he appears to be expressing with his extensive use of the.
descriptor sutawarith, whether it be al-figh al-mutawarith, al-bukm al-
utaririth, al-abkim al-mutawdritha, al-'agida al-mutawdritha, etc.t??
Kevseri’s use of this term precedes the spread of its cognate turiith
amongst a later generation of Muslim-intellectuals such as Fasan Hanafi
(1935-2021), Muhammad 'Abid al-Jabirt (1936-2010), Abdallah Laroui
(al-'Araw, b. 1933), Mohammed Arkoun (Arkan, 1928-2010), and Nas

Abil Zayd (1943-2010) who applied the -hermencutics of the Western

516 (O this point see Norman Calder, "The Limits of Tslamic Orthadoxy,” in Putellectnal
Traditions in Istam, ed, Farhad Daftary (London: 1. B. “Tauris/Instirute of Ismatli Studies,
00), 78-9. ‘

17 égc a)l-KawtbarI, ‘Hadith Ramadan: al-Tajdid,” Magalat, 1155 *Hawla Fikrat al-Taqrib
bayn al-Madhzhib,’ Magélat, 124; ‘Hawla aiTadhiya 'an. al-Awlad: Islah \Va—fdﬁ!;,f
Magdalit, 218; "Mansha' Ahl alHDhimma bi-Shu'ar Khiss wa-Hukm Talabbus niAMuﬁlifn
biki ‘Ind al-Fuqaha’,’ Magalat, 221, 223; "Nagar al-Mar’ ila Shar’ Allah Mi'ylicu Dinihi,’
Magilat, 234; * al-'"Adida al-Murawsritha wa--Figh al-Mutawirith,’ Magalat, 247-43;
‘Inkar Nuzil 'Tsé wa-Iqrar "Aqidat al-Tajsim,’ Magalat, 2615 al<farkib bi-Nagd al-iKhatib,

in al-KawthaT, To'nib al-Khatth, 378.

232 = Ll

approach can be compared to the understanding of an Islamic discarsive

‘118 gew Armando Salvatore, Islam and the Palitical Disconrse of Modernity (Reading: Ithaca

Press, 1997), 21941, and Carool Kersten, Cosnropolitans and Heretics: New Muslim
Intellectials and the Study of Islam {London: Hursy, 2011).

119 Al [Cawthary, "Al-Mawlid al-Nabawi wa-i-Da‘'wi al-Nabawiyys,” Magaldt, 368.

120 gee his example of Aleppan Seljug ruler Nir al-Din Zengi's (d. 1174) insistence on
adhering torjudicial process in dealing with brigandage; al-Kawthard, Nazar al-Mar’ ild
Shar' Allgh Mi‘yaru Dinihi,” Magalat, 236, '

121 p) Kawthard, "Min Anbd" al-'Tim wa-l-"Ulamd’,; Magalat, 456.

122 i Kawthari, Ta'nib al-Kbatib, 12; al-Kawtharl, al-Tarbib bi-Nagd al-Ta'nib, 392; al-
Kawthard, Safat al-Burhan, 49; abKawthar, ‘Min Anba’ al-lm wal-"Ulma')
Magdlat, 462.

123 af ¥owrhar], "Min Anba’ al-'Ilm wa-l-'Ulama', Magalat, 455.

124 Al-Bayyiimi, Mugaddimat al-Kawthari, 13.

15 See Pieter Coppens’ discussion of modernity and the end of polyvalence in Islamic
intellectual culmre; Coppeans, ‘Did Modemity End Polyvalence? Some Observations on
Tolerance for Ambiguity in Sunni Tafsis” Journal of Qur'anic Studies 23/1 (2021):
36-70: and Thomas Bauer {wams. Tricia Tonstall), A Crlture of Ambiguity: An
Alternative History of Islam (New York: Columbie University Press, 2021).
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48 QOrttoman Exiles: From Constantinople to Cairo

The title is a reference to Qur'an 2:3’s ‘afladhbing yu' minin bi-l-ghayb’, but.
al-Bannai initially proposed al-Qawl al-Fas! bayn Imdnayn: Iman Alladbma .
Yu'miniin bi-l-Ghayb wa-fman Alladhina La Yu'mintin (The Definitive

Word on the Faith of Those Who Believe in the Unseen and the Faith of o
Those Who Don’t) and agreed to pay for a large batch of copies in advance -

to cover printing costs. Sabri was anguished over the implication in al- -
Banna's title that it was stll possible to tall of the modernists as possessing.
faith (fndn), convinced that their empirical turn placed them outside
rraditional boundaries, so he altered it accordingly''® - an indication of a
radicalism he developed in Egypr that will be examined in Chapter 5. Sabri
became an admirer of Sayyid Qutb (1906-66) even before the transform-
ation in Qurb’s thinking in the late 1940s, and his discussion in Mawgif

al-‘Aql of the fate of the Muslim’s #ma@n in the post-shari‘a world is strik- .

ingly reminiscent of ideas that Qutb was to elaborate,

K1: A BIOGRAPHY

While Sabri’s colleague Zahid Kevseri shared his concern about the infil-
tration of European positivist and materialist trends through the Islamic
modernisin movement, he was more specifically focussed on what he
discerned as disruptive trends rippling within the Islamic tradition. Sabei
committed himself to the political sphere from an early stage, but in’
Istanbul and in exile Kevserl devoted his energies to forming a counter-
discourse to the movement staking a claim to the Salafi nomenclature and
its assault on the predominant juridical and theological culture. Kevseri was
perhaps better placed than Sabri to engage in this wider critique because of
his thorough grounding in the Sufi tradition and Fanafi law, theology, and
hadith method, since the main targets of the Salafis in their assault on what
has been called late Sunni traditionalism were Sufism and Hanafism.*** -
Kevseri was born on 28 Shawwil 1236 (16 September 1879) near the
town of Diizce in northwest Anatolia in the village of Haci Hasan.!*$

113 Ihid., 442-3, Kurucy wrote the text out in rigd’ script for the typeserter because Sabzi's
handwriting was unclear and Cenkgiler wrote out Mowgif al-'Agl; Ditedag, Hatiralar,
1:309-10, ' .

1% Jonathan Brown, Hadith: Mubammad's Legacy in the Medieval and Modern World
(Oxford: Cneworid, 2009), 262—4. See also Ahmad Khan, “Islamic Tradition in an Age -
of Print: Editing, Printing and Publishing the Classical Heritage,” in Reclaiming Islamic
Tradition: Modern Interpretations of the Classical Heritage, ed. Elisabeth Kendalt anﬂJ
Ahbmad Khan {(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2016), 52-99, LE

115 The republic renamed the village Calicuma,

43 =T+
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Zahid Kevseri: A Biography 2R ily 49

The village was named after his father Hasan Hilmi Efendi (1831-1926)
who established a school there after arriving as 2 refugee from the Ottoman
sancak of Sapsif in the Adyghe region of the northern Caucasus during the
mass killings and expulsion of Russia’s invasion in 1864.1% Kevseri's family
appear to have been speakers of West Circassian Adyghe, though the
autobiographical and biographical information about him has little to say
of his mother. His Circassian origin seetns ro have formed an important if
underexamined part of his self-identity in that he spoke the langnage and
went out of his way to help Circassians in Egypt.'’” Like Akif’s father,
Kevseri's was an 'dlim immersed in Sufism but he actively encouraged
Kevseri in Sufi interests. Kevseri kept to traditional languages and know-
ledge systems (Arabic, Persian, Islamic sciences), contrary to Akif’s embrace
of French literature, leaving a detailed map of his educational profile
through his books Irgham al-Murid (Training the Sufi Disciple, 1910)!®
and al-Tabrir al-Wajiz find Yabtaghibi al-Mustajiz (Brief Description for
Those Seeking an Iidza, 1941). The latter was written as 2 prepared index of
his education that would save him from writing out detailed teaching
certificates (fdza) by hand for the many stndents coming to smdy with
him;"*? it would also prevent any false claims regarding those he taught or

118 Koyseri told a student visiting Caito around 1949 chat the name Kevseri comes from a
mispronunciation of the family's clan name Guser when written in the Orroman Arabic
script; see Muzaffer Qzcanoglu, “M. Zahid el-Kevseri ile Yasadifm Kirtk Amlanm,” in
Ulustararase Diizeeli M. Zabid Kevseri Sempozynmu Bildirileri (Dzce/Sakaryar Sakiirya
Universitesi ilahiyat Falkiilresi/Diizce Belediye Bagkanbg:, 2077), 756. Al-Kawthars, by
which he is known in Arabic, was an Arabisation he encouraged for its link to al-Kawthar,
the Qur'anic verse referring to a river in paradise. The name appears with the letter
instead of < in his 1910 book Irgham al-Murid {Cairo: al-Azhariyya, 2000), 79, 87. For
this reason I have preferred Kevseri over the Arabised al-Kawtharf exceps when referen-
cing his Arabic works in footnotes.

His student Ali Ulvi Kurucu says Kevseri developed a relationship with Circassian royal

chamberlain Ism#'il Taymiir Pasha in order to help Circassians; Diizdag, Hattralar, 2:

181. His main biographer Ahmad Khayri says Kevseri spoke fluent Circassian; Ahmad

Khayrl, al-Imanm al-Kaythari, in al-Kawtharl, Maqalat al-Kawtbari (Cairo: AlTawfilda

Bookshop, 2000), 504. His knowledge was enough for him to suggest that the Mamluk

dynasty in Egypt was named Burji not in reference to Cairo’s ciradel rowers but to their

Circassian clan of origing al-Kawthatd, Mugaddimat al-Imam al-Kawtbarf (Damaseas:

Dir alThurayys, 1997), 534.

One of Kevseri’s few works tanslated into Turkish; Vehbi $ahinalp and M. Zahic

Kalfagil, Aftsn Silsile (1983).

10 Abd al-Farih AbG Ghudda, preface to al-Kawthar, al- Tabnr al-Wajiz (Aleppo: al-
Martbli'ar al-Islimiyya, 1992); 1; cited in Mubammad ibn 'Abd Allah Al Rashid, ‘al-
Imam al- Kawthard wa-Ishamawuhe  ‘Im al-Riwaya wa-l-Isnad,’ in Uluslararas: Diizceli
M. Zabid Kevseri, 1212,
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