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KHABAR — KHABBAB B. AL-ARATT

this has the value of laysa (Mw/fassal, § 38, and Ibn °

Ya'ish, 132-4). This also involves the question of the
ma hidjaziyya (K. al-Insif, 19). See Question under
discussion, 76-9, and Ibn Ya‘igh, 132, Il. 24-5.

For tbe khabar’s place, see the Questions under
discussion: K. al-Insdf, No. 9, pp. 34-6, No. 17,
pp. 70-2, and No. 18, pp. 73-6. For the separation
between kkabar and na%?, see Question No. 100.

"Bibliography: In addition to references
given in the text, see Sibawayh, Kitah, Paris

edn., ch. iii, 17-19, r20-1, 136; Mubarrad, K.

al-Mukiadab, references in al-Fahdris (Cairo

1388/1968-9); Zadidiadil, Djumal, 48-50, 53-69,

119-20; Radi '1-Din al-Astardbadhi, Shark al-

Kafiya, Istanbul 1275/1858-9, 76-101; Ibn Malik,

Alfiyya, vv. 113-63; Shark of Ibn €Akil, Cairo -

1370{1951, i, 163-76; Shark of al-Ushmiini, Cairo
1375/x955, i, 88-128; Abli Hayyin al-Andalusl,
al-Manhadi al-silik, ed. Glazer, 36-67.
SR (H. FrE1scH)
EHABAR aL-WAHID. Literally, tradition or
report going back to one single authority. Syno-
nyms are khabar al-ahad, khabar al-infirid and khabar
al-khdssa. According to the generally-accepted de-

- finition, a hkhabar al-wihid is a report which falls
' short of the predicate mutawatir [¢.0.] (or, as certain
. scholars assert, maskhir [g.v.]) in that it has only

one or a few (from two to five) transmitters in every
tabaka of its isnad. The first classical scholar who
writes about the khabar al-wihid is, according to
Nawawi (cf. Sharhk sahik Muslim, Cairo 1349, i, 1 31),
Shafi? (d. 204/820). In his Risila he devotes two
chapters to it. He argues that a khabar al-wihid
constitutes an argument (hudidia), if only there is

‘at every stage of the isndd one reliable transmitter
-(thika [g.v.]), his reliability being dependent on the

following six conditions: (1) he'should have a strong
faith; (2) he should be known for his veracity in trans-
mitting traditions; (3) he must be able to grasp the
‘meaning of what he transmits; (4) he should pay heed
‘to the exact wording; (5) he should transmit from
memory, and (6} he should be free from fadlis [¢.2.].
The khabar al-wahid forms in itself an as! and can
only in part be compared with juridical testimonies
(shahadat). It can only be invalidated by one or more
other reports which present an opposing view and
which, at the same time, meet the requirements of
reliability more adequately.

Most Muslim scholars agree in that the khabar
al-wahid can be considered as conveying a probability
{zann), not definite knowledge (%lm), although various
traditionists hold the opinion that those contained in

“the compilations of Bukhiri and Muslim also convey

“lm to the exclusion of all others. The majority of
orthodox Muslim scholars finally agreed on the fact
that, inasmuch as a khabar al-wikid conveys at Jeast

_ & probability, every Muslim is bound by jt and is

obligated to live by it.
Among those who reject the khabar al-wahid as
a valid criterion or an obligation are the Kadariyya

fg.v.], the Rdfida [g.v), certain members of the
+ £8hiriyya [g.v.} (although Ibn Hazm lends full credit

to them, cf. al-Thkam fi usil al-ahkam, ed. Shikir,
Cairo 1345-7, 1, 108) and the Mu%azila [g.v.).
Bibliography: Tahanawl, Dicionary of the
technical terms . . ., Calcutta 1862, 1463; Nawawi,
Shark sabihk Muslim, Cairo 1349, i, 130 ff.; Shafif,
Risdla, ed. Abmad M. Shikir, Cairo 1940. 369-
4715 'J. Schacht, The origins of Muhammadan
Jurisprudence, Oxford 1950, 40 ff., soff.; Ibn
Abi Hitim al-Rizi, K. al-Diark wa "I-tadil, Hyde-
- rabad- 1952-3, if1, 37; Subki al-Silih, ‘Ulim al-

X EHABBAB .

badith wa-mustalahuhu, Damascus 1959, 152; J.
Robson, Traditions from #ndividuals, in JSS, ix
(1964), 327-40; G. H. A. Juynboll, The authen-
ticity of the tradition literature; discussions in
modern Egypl, Leiden 1969, index, s.v. dhad.

(G. H. A. JuvynsoLL)
AL-ARATT, ABO ‘app Ap-
LAH or ABU YAHYA or ABU MUHAMMAD or ABD
‘ABD RABBIHI, a Companion of the Prophet.
Tradition is not unanimous about his origin. Some
reports state that his father was captured in a raid
launched by the Rabi‘a in the Sawid, sent to Mecca
and sold as a slave to Siba® b. ‘Abd al-“Uzza al-)

Kbuza®i, a confederate {(halif) of the Bani Zuhra;

Siba® (who was later killed by Hamza in the battle of
Uhud) gave him as a gift to his daughter Umm Anmair
who freed him. In a tradition attributed to ‘All he
is said to have been the first of the Nabat to embrace
Islam. Other traditions claim that “the mother of
Khabbiab, a professional circumgciser, also gave birth
to Siba‘; it is for this reason that Hamza when killing
Siba¢, shouted to him *O-son of the woman cutting
the clitoris”. By virtue of this kinship, Khabbib
claimed to be a confederate of the Zuhra in Mecea.
Some reports say that this father was from Kaskar
or from the vicinity of al-Kiifa. A quite different
tradition states that al-Aratt was a Tamimi, of the
Bani Sa‘d, who was captured in a raid and sold in
Mecca to Umm Anmir al- Khuzatiyya, who freed him.
This version, adopted by his descendants, gives his
pedigree as follows : Khabbab b. al-Aratt b. Djandala
b. Sa’d b. Khuzayma b. Kab b. Sa‘d from Tamim.
Another account records that Khabbib was a freed
slave (mawla) of Thabit b. Umm Anmar; Thabit,
these sources claim, was a mawld of al-Akhnas b.
Sharik al-Thakafi, who in his turn was a confederate
of the Zuhra. These contradictory traditions do not
help to establish exactly his origin and his position in
Mecca, but he must have been of a very low status,
as he was doubly dependent, being a ‘mawld of a
family which was in turn in a relation of dependence
as confederates of the tribal group of Zuhra. Khabbiab
himself was a blacksmith, a profession regarded as
base in Mecca and in the Arab peninsula in general.
The tradition of his Sawadi origin seems preferable
because of his father’s incorrect Arabic speech, which
is indicated by his nickname ‘al-Aratt; this would
seem to point to Arabic not being his native language,
and he probably spoke Nabataean, sc. neo-Aramaic,
Although a mawlki, Khabbab apparently acquired
some influence in the Khuza‘i family of his master.
It was he who promoted the plan that the family of >
Siba€ should join the Zuhri ‘Awf b. “Abd “Awf (the
family of ‘Abd al-Rahmain b. ‘Awf) as confederates
and he indeed succeded in carrying out his plan.

Khabbib was one of the earliest converts to Islam.
He is usually mentioned as the sixth or the seventh
man who embraced Islam. A unique tradition-grant- -
ing him an usually high position in Islam says that he
was the first man who embraced Islam.

Khabbib is recorded as one of ‘‘the weak ones™
in Mecca. Lacking any protection {mana‘s), he was
exposed to persecution and cruel torture. The noble
Kurashis and leaders of tribes used to mock the
Prophet when they saw him in the company of
Khabbab and other poor men, and scme verses in the

. Kur’an were revealed to the Prophet in this connec-

tion. It is said that Khabbab was attached to the
Prophet and heard some chapters of the Kur’in
from his mouth, and that he witnessed the conversion
of ‘Umar to Islam when present in the house of
‘Umar’s sister, reading chapters from the Kur’an.
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shovelled over their bodies. Sometimes their ____s_kmgs___we_

202

Tortures Inflicted on the Mauslims

The Quraish, in short, let loose their fury in various
forms of horrible torture setting up a record that shoul' |
make men shudder. Just at mid-day they would catch ho_
of some helpless Mushms and throw them on the sand ‘thi
burned like red-hot'iron under the fierce Arabian sun. The
heavy stones were placed on their chests so that they mlght_
not be able to toss their sides, and the scorching sand w:

burnt with heated iron and sometimes they were forced to
remain under water.!  These atrocities were exercised upon_
almost all the helpless Muslims but the following were. the
chief victims:
Khabbab ibn al-_Aratt I

R

He be]onged to the tribe of Tamim. In’ the days of
paganism he had been enslaved and sold to Umm ‘Ammar. He:‘_
embraced Islam, when the Prophet was staying at the house

“of Arqam and only half a dozen persons had by then beenf

converted. The Quraish tortured him in various ways. One day
burning coals were spread out on the ground and he was made’
to lie down on his back. A man planted his foot on his chestf
so that he might not be able to turn his sides. He was kept

on the coals so long that the coals were reduced to ashes,
Long afterwards, Khabbab narrated it to ‘Umar, and
uncovered his back to let ‘Umar have a look at the scars.
Tt was all white like the skin of aleper.” (Before Khabbab
turned a Muslim, he had been a black-smith.: His wages had__*
sometimes been in arrears. .Qn having embraced Islam,
whenever Khabbab asked his -customers to pay his dues,

1. The Tabagat of 1lbn Sa‘'d dpscrxbes thesa' incidents while giving
 account of Bilil and Suhaib, vide, Jbn Sa'd, Vol. llI, description of
Companions at Mecea. |

2, Ibid,, Account of Khabbab.
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long ago. However, I should make it clear that no such person
should provide me with a shroud who has ever been in the
service of the Government.” Hearing this an Ansari youth
came forward and said, “O friend of the Messenger of Allah,
I have never been in the service of the Government, and here [
have one spare sheet of cloth, so de you allow me to offer
the sheet for your shroud?”

Hazrat Abu Zar nodded and then breathed his last with
the following words on his lips:

“With the name of Allah, with Allah and on the faith of
Allah ™

In the party, there was Hazrat Abdullah Bin Masood
{R.A.A) also, who led the Salat-e-Janaza (Funeral Prayer)
and then they all laid Hazrat Abu Zar to peace.

Hazrat Abdullah bin Masood took Hazrat Abu Zar's
family to Madina and gave them under the supervision of
Hazrat Usman (R.A Al). According to some other historians,
Hazrat Usman hearing the news of his death went himself to
Rubza and brought the family of Hazrat Abu Zar with him to
Madina,

Hazrat Abu Zar is regarded in the history of Islam as
one of the most respectable companions of the Prophei
{S.AW.)) . Although he was great critical to those who had
lust for power yet he was not a fretful or peevish person.
Seldom he was angry with anybody or at anything. Every
aspect of his life is a candle for the Musiims.

May Allah be pleased with him.
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HAZRAT KHABBAB BIN ARATT (R.A A

THE SIXTH MUSLIM

Hazrat Abu Abdullah Khabbab bin Aratt belonged to
the famous Arab tribe, Banu Tameem. He is known in history
among those great companions of the Prophet {(5.A. W) who
gave up their everything for the cause of Islam and were
treated most tyrannically by the enemies of Allah,

It is not known how he was enslaved and sold in Mecea
before Islam. Umm-e-Anmar, the daughter of Sabaa had
purchased him. But according to some athers, he was pur-
chased by Utba-bin-Ghazwan. This, howevver, seems in-
correct because it was another Khabbab who was purchased
by Utba and not Hazrat Khabbab bin Aratta. S0 some
of the historians are conltused because of the two Khabbabs
and they have taken the two as one.

While in Mecca, Hazrat Khabbab bin Aratt  used to
work as a blacksmith. He would produce swords and by
selling them would get good earnings. Thus he was passing
Life peacefully before coming wito the fold of Islam. During
those days, once by some way or other he heard the Call of
the Holy Prophet and presenting himself to the Prophet
(S.A.W.) accepted Istam without hesitation. Before him only
five personalities had accepted Islam and they were Hazrat
Khadijatul Kubra, Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq, Hazrat Al
Hazrat Zaid-bin-Harisa and Hazrat Abu Zar Ghifari (A AL
50 Hazrat Khabbab was the sixth person who was fortunate
enough to enter into the fold of Islam. By virture of this he
was called “Sadisul-Islam” or the Sixth Musiim. Thus Hazrat
Khabbab is also counted among the ‘Sabegoon Awwaloon’
or those who took lead in accepting the faith of Allah,
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KHABBAB B. AL-ARATT

Sunni consensus proved stable, perhaps
because the differences between the vari-
ous schools of thought largely boiled down
to different applications—epistemology
versus legal argument. The biggest chal-
lenge came from late nineteenth- and early
twenteth-century reformists. In India,
Sayyid (Syed) Ahmad Khan (d. 1898
C.E.) revived the Mu‘tazill argument that
the great majority of traditions must not
be heeded because they are not mutawatir,
which gave rise to a number of Qur’anist
movements that rejected isolated hadith
(Qasmi, 82). In Egypt, a similar line of
thinking was advanced by Muhammad
Tawfiq Sidqt (d. 1920 C.E.) in the journal
al-Mandr, and reformists such as Ahmad
Amin (d. 1954 C.E.) and Mahmiid Abi
Rayya (d. 1970 C.E.) pursued a reformist
Islamic historiography that rejected non-
mutawdtir sources (Juynboll).

In Imami Shiism, too, the consensus
with regard to @kad traditons is that they
are acceptable legal arguments but do not
carry certainty (%m). The most influential
advocate of this view was Muhammad

b. al-Hasan al-Tist (d. 460/1067), who-

in opposition to most of his teachers
and contemporaries defended the Ahabar
al-walid. By-the time of ‘Allama al-Hilli
(d. 726/1325), this view prevailed, only
to be challenged by proponents of the

1% kit 2072

MADDE YA‘?‘WWQE?‘%&
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authenticily of the tradifion literature. Discussions
in modern Egypt (Leiden 1969), chap. 3—4;
Tarif Khalidi, Arabic historical thought in the
classical period, Cambridge 1994; Chnistopher
Melchert, Traditionist-jurisprudents and the
framing of Islamic law, ZLS 8 (2001), 383—
406; Ali Usman Qasmi, Questioning the author-
ity of the past. The Ahl al-Qur'an movemenis in the
Punjab, Karachi 2011; James Robson, Tradi-
tions from individuals, 755 9 (1964), 327-40;
Joseph Schacht, T%e origins of Aduhammadan
Jurisprudence, Oxford 1967; al-Shafiy, al-
Risila, ed. Ahmad Muhammad Shakir
(Cairo 1939), 369-471; al-ShafiT, Kuab al-
umm, ed. Rifat Fawzi ‘Abd al-Muttalib, 11
vols., al-Mangiira 2001; Liyakat Takim, The
origins and evaluations of Hadith transmit-
ters in Shi biographical literature, Amer-
can Journal of Islam and Sociely 24/4 (2007),
26—49.

STN AERTS

Khabbab b. al-Aratt

Khabbab b. al-Aratt (d. 37/657) was
a Companion of the prophet Muham-
mad, approximately fifteen years his
junior (thus being born around 585 CE).
His kunya is given variously as Abfi Yahya,
Abti ‘Abdallah, or Abi ‘Abd Rabbihi.
Sources disagree on his origins (for details,
see Kister, Khabbab). The most plausible
account is that his father was a non-Arabic
speaker from the Sawad region in southern

orthodox-traditionist akhbarr school, most
notably Mubammad Amin Astarabadr (d.

1033 or 1036716234 or 1626—7) (Takim;
Jiyad). :
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Mesopotamia who was sold as a slave in
Mecca to a member of the Khuzi‘a tribe
(al-Baladhuri, 175). This would explan
the lagab (“nickname™) of “al-Aratt,”
meaning “one who suffers from a speech
impediment” or—more likely—one who
has a distinct non-native pronunciation of

‘the Arabic language. Khabbib’s mother

was a professional circumciser (khattana;
Ibn Sa‘d). Hence he grew up as a low-
ranking slave in Mecca, where he worked
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